
Inspection of The Co-operative 
Childcare Dewsbury
Dewsbury Moor And Scout Hill Children's Centre, 100 Heckmondwike Road, 
DEWSBURY, West Yorkshire WF13 3NT

Inspection date: 29 May 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish and thrive at this welcoming nursery. Staff know children 
extremely well and proudly discuss their key children and their achievements. The 
manager and her team have very high expectations for all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They put children's needs 
at the heart of everything that they do and guide children through exciting learning 
experiences that enhance their current skills. Staff use the curriculum and 
children's interests to plan activities that engage the children and extend their 
knowledge. 

Staff are excellent role models and have high expectations of children's behaviour. 
They place a great emphasis on promoting children's self-confidence and emotional 
well-being. Older children begin to understand and recognise feelings and 
emotions. Staff support children to learn how to regulate these emotions with 
colours and a familiar story about the 'colour monster'. Children behave 
exceptionally well. 

Staff enhance children's communication skills very successfully across the nursery. 
They encourage a love of words, books and literature to ignite children's early 
vocabulary, creativeness and imaginations. Children consistently and confidently 
show what they already know, remember and can do. Staff successfully plan 
targeted intentions, such as strategies, to support children's early communication, 
speech and language. All children, including those with SEND, make excellent 
progress. Children successfully gain the skills they need to give them the best 
foundations for their future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team is highly effective. The dedicated staff feel well 
supported and talk about the 'open door' policy. They receive regular supervision 
and well-being sessions, quality observations and training. This contributes to 
creating a very dedicated and capable team.

n Managers use additional funding effectively to support children's individual 
needs. The nursery's special educational needs coordinator is extremely 
experienced in her role. She is knowledgeable about the children who attend 
with SEND. She works very closely with each child's key person, family and 
relevant agencies to ensure that they receive timely interventions and targeted 
support to meet their developmental needs. Children on the pathway to 
diagnosis are supported extremely well.

n Staff teach children about recycling and how this supports the environment. 
Staff involve children in back-and-forth conversations, ask questions and wait 
patiently for them to respond. Children are extremely good communicators. They 
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are eager to share their thoughts and ideas with staff and visitors. For example, 
they proudly talk about their roles as 'Eco warriors'. They are 'warriors' for not 
wasting paper, water or electricity. Independently, older children check that taps 
are not left running in the bathroom and lights are switched off on sunny days. 
Children enthusiastically talk about their special role for the day and thrive on 
the praise and encouragement staff and visitors provide. 

n Staff encourage children to develop their self-help and independence. Babies 
learn to feed themselves with a spoon. Older babies learn to use a fork and learn 
to drink from an open cup. Older children continue to develop these skills as 
they learn to use a knife and fork and serve their own food. Children 
independently put toys away and use dustpans and brushes to sweep up any 
spilled sand without prompting.

n Children develop excellent literacy and mathematical skills. Staff model 
mathematical language very well during children's play. Older children use 
numbers spontaneously during activities. For example, during a water activity, 
older children create potions and purposefully count as they scoop the water into 
jugs. They talk about the jugs being 'full', 'overflowing' or 'empty'. They practise 
writing their own names and learn to paint and draw confidently. They capably 
make marks for a purpose.

n Children of all ages demonstrate high levels of engagement and interest. They 
show very positive attitudes to learning. All children learn to explore different 
textures and senses. Young babies excitedly splash their hands and feet in water 
trays. Older babies explore a tray with compost and mud. Toddlers explore 
grass, seeds and 'gloop'. Older children explore lemons, limes and herbs.

n Staff provide plenty of opportunities for children to develop their health and 
physical development. Children play and explore outside and demonstrate that 
they are very active. They enjoy nutritious home-cooked meals and snacks that 
are provided by the nursery cook. Staff teach them the importance of personal 
hygiene and oral health.

n Parents are very complimentary about the nursery. They report their children 
make very good progress. Parents feel well informed and very supported by the 
nursery team. Staff inform parents of their children's learning and development. 
They share information with parents through regular updates on an online app, 
daily discussions and regular meetings. Staff provide a lending library and home-
learning packs for children to enjoy at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY330285

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10346883

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Buffer Bear Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900888

Telephone number 01924 405743

Date of previous inspection 17 August 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Co-operative Childcare Dewsbury registered in 2006. It is one of 48 nurseries 
run by the Midcounties Co-operative. The nursery employs 16 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are 
from 7am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Barrett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the nursery's curriculum.

n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that it was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the nursery.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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