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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective at this school. There are too 
many weaknesses in the school’s approach to safeguarding that leave pupils and 
staff at risk of considerable harm. These weaknesses do not extend to the early 
years provision, where staff prioritise safeguarding. 
 
Some pupils do not speak out about bullying or unkind behaviour. They are not 
confident that staff will act to improve things. Others feel that there are adults in 
school they can speak to if they are worried or feel unsafe. However, some pupils 
feel that they are not listened to. 
 
Many pupils enjoy coming to this school because of the strong friendships they form. 
Most pupils behave well. However, a minority of pupils do not. On occasion, some 
pupils engage in fights and aggressive behaviour. Staff do not consistently manage 
pupils’ behaviour so that all pupils behave well. 
 
The school provides a range of activities to enrich the curriculum, such as whole-
class brass lessons, sports clubs and residential trips. However, there is an 
inconsistency with which the curriculum is planned and delivered across the different 
subjects, including staff’s use of assessment.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The quality of education is not consistent across and in subjects. Typically, staff are 
knowledgeable about the subjects they teach. However, the curriculum is not taught 
consistently well across all subjects. In some subjects, including English, the detailed 
knowledge that pupils need to know and remember is not identified well enough. 
This prevents some pupils from building their knowledge and understanding securely 
over time. Assessment is not always used well enough to check pupils’ 
understanding of significant concepts. This means that gaps in pupils’ understanding 
are left unmet. 
 
Children in the nursery get off to a flying start. The provision has been designed to 
promote children’s learning and their personal, social and emotional development 
effectively. The school has a well-planned and sequenced early years curriculum. 
Skilled staff work as a team to deliver this curriculum effectively. This includes for 
children who may have additional needs, for whom staff use a range of strategies to 
support their communication. A love of reading, books, language and rhymes 
threads through the curriculum. There is strong partnership with parents and carers, 
with many attending the weekly Friday drop-in book-sharing sessions. Children 
respond well to the clear routines in place and the high expectations regarding their 
behaviour.  
 
Reading is prioritised, starting in the early years with phonics. The school accurately 
identifies pupils who struggle with reading. Pupils who require it receive additional 
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support to improve their reading. They are becoming increasingly confident readers 
as a result. 
 
The school has established routines to promote a positive learning environment. 
However, not all staff insist that pupils follow these routines. Low-level disruption is 
not addressed well in some lessons. This leads to pupils’ learning being disrupted. A 
minority of pupils do not enjoy their time at school because of the poor behaviour of 
others.  
 
Targets for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are not 
precise enough. This is particularly the case for pupils who have education, health 
and care (EHC) plans. As a result, not all staff make suitable adjustments in lessons 
for pupils with SEND. This means that some of these pupils do not achieve as well 
as they could. Some pupils with SEND misbehave out of frustration and an inability 
to access learning in lessons. These pupils do not have a consistently positive 
experience at school.  
  
Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe, including when online. Staff help pupils to 
reflect on their feelings and emotions as part of learning to promote good mental 
health. Pupils’ understanding of the fundamental British values and the protected 
characteristics is not strong enough. Consequently, pupils are not as well prepared 
for life in modern Britain as they could be.  
 
Some staff do not feel supported well enough in their work. They lack confidence in 
the school’s leadership and are not convinced that their well-being is sufficiently 
taken into account. 
 
The governing body and the school do not evaluate as well as they should the 
impact of the strategies adopted to improve the provision. They are not aware if 
recent changes are leading to school improvement. Governors have an inaccurate 
and over-optimistic view of the school’s effectiveness. They do not hold leaders 
properly to account for their work. They do not sufficiently check the impact of the 
curriculum, attendance and behaviour on pupils’ achievement and well-being. This 
has prevented them from developing an accurate understanding of the extent of the 
school’s weaknesses. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective. 
 
The school’s approach to responding to concerns about pupils’ welfare is not 
sufficiently robust. The school does not always consider well enough the information 
it receives about welfare concerns to establish whether these constitute 
safeguarding concerns, and of what nature or type. Responses to concerns about 
pupils’ well-being are not always timely enough. This puts pupils at risk because 
they, and their families, do not always get the help they need.  
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Some pupils have little confidence that the school will address concerns about their 
safety. This is because they do not believe that leaders take their views seriously.  
 
The school does not always undertake all the necessary recruitment checks before 
staff begin to work with pupils. The school has not, therefore, assured itself of the 
suitability of some staff to work with children prior to allowing them to work with 
pupils. 
 
Concerns about staff’s conduct, including towards pupils, that should be passed to 
other authorities are not always referred on appropriately. 
 
Governors neither fully understand, nor fulfil, their safeguarding responsibilities. 
They have not received sufficient training in this regard. They do not hold the school 
to account for its work to keep pupils safe. 
 
Staff receive regular safeguarding training and know how to report any concerns 
that they have about pupils’ welfare. There is an attitude of ‘it could happen here’. 
However, the school has not ensured that all staff receive updates to statutory 
guidance in relation to safeguarding in a timely manner. 
 
Leaders do not use their records of welfare concerns well enough to inform how 
they educate pupils to be able to identify these concerns for themselves and 
manage any associated risks.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The school’s work to keep pupils safe is not effective. Weaknesses in staff 

recruitment, in recognising what constitutes a safeguarding concern and in 
responding to welfare concerns leave pupils at risk of considerable harm. The 
school must ensure that the safeguarding arrangements are effective and protect 
pupils from harm.  

 Governors and leaders have an inaccurate, over-optimistic view of the school’s 
effectiveness. They do not evaluate accurately the impact of the work to bring 
about improvement. They do not hold others to account well enough. 
Consequently, they have failed to resolve weaknesses in provision, including in 
safeguarding. The school must ensure that all leaders, including governors, have 
the required knowledge and skills to bring about the necessary improvement to 
the provision.  

 The support that pupils with SEND receive, including in their learning, does not 
always closely match their additional needs. These pupils do not always achieve 
as highly as they could. The school should ensure that the support provided to 
pupils with SEND enables them to learn well. 

 There is an inconsistency with which the curriculum is planned and delivered 
across the different subjects, including in staff’s use of assessment. Where the 
teaching of the curriculum is less effective, pupils learn less well. The school 
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should ensure that the expectations of what pupils should learn are clear in all 
subjects and that each subject’s curriculum is delivered and assessed by all staff 
consistently well so that all pupils achieve well. 

 The school has not ensured that all pupils behave well. Some pupils feel unable to 
speak about the behaviour of others, as they feel this will not bring about any 
change. Low-level disruption in lessons is not always challenged. As a result, for 
some pupils, their experience at the school is not a positive one. The school 
should ensure that all staff apply the behaviour policy so that all pupils behave 
well. 

 Not all staff trust leaders to support them. This affects their well-being. The 
school should ensure that staff’s trust is restored in the leadership so that they 
feel supported in their work with pupils. 

 Pupils’ understanding of the fundamental British values and the protected 
characteristics is weak. They are not being prepared well enough for life in 
modern society. The school must ensure that work around pupils’ personal 
development promotes their understanding of the British values and of difference. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at 
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route). 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Cantrell Primary and Nursery School 

26 and 27 March 2024 6 
 

 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 122413 

Local authority Nottingham 

Inspection number 10337992 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 463 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Andrew Moore 

Headteacher Deborah Weaver 

Website www.cantrell.nottingham.sch.uk 

Dates of previous inspection 1 and 2 May 2019, under section 5 of 
the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school runs a breakfast club. 

 The school does not use any alternative providers. 

 
Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. 
We deemed the inspection a graded (section 5) inspection under the same Act. 
 
In accordance with section 44(2) of the Education Act 2005, His Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that this school requires significant improvement, 
because it is performing significantly less well than it might in all the circumstances 
reasonably be expected to perform. 
 
 This was the first inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the school and have 
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
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considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in English, early reading, mathematics, and 
design and technology. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum 
with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to 
some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. 

 Inspectors spoke to the headteacher, members of the senior leadership team, 
curriculum leaders and the school improvement advisor.  

 The lead inspector spoke to governors and a representative of the local authority. 

 Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation on the school website and 
documentation relating to the governance of the school.  

 Inspectors reviewed a range of documents and records linking to behaviour, pupil 
movement, school improvement documentation and records of governance. 

 Inspectors considered the views of pupils, parents and staff through discussions 
and a consideration of their responses to the online surveys, including the free-
text facility in Ofsted Parent View. 
 

Inspection team 
 

Anne Maingay, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Christine Watkins His Majesty’s Inspector 

Vic Wilkinson His Majesty’s Inspector 

Deborah Mosley His Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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