
Inspection of Apple Blossom Day 
Nursery
Merle Terrace, Sunderland SR4 6SD

Inspection date: 26 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this friendly and relaxed nursery and develop very strong 
relationships with staff. They greet staff with enthusiasm and seek them out when 
they are upset or overwhelmed. Children thoroughly enjoy singing action songs 
with their key person. Parents of children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) speak very highly of the supportive and caring staff. They feel 
staff have been highly instrumental in identifying children's needs and arranging 
the necessary help and support for their families. Children are safe in the nursery. 
Staff supervise children carefully. They are alert to any potential dangers. For 
example, they act swiftly to remind parents and visitors of their policy on the use of 
mobile phones.

Children behave well. They thrive on consistent daily routines. Staff have clear 
expectations which they remind children of. For example, when staff remind 
children to line up, children do so quickly, putting a hand on their friend's shoulder. 
Children wait patiently for their lunch while other children serve themselves. Staff 
are keen for children to make the best possible progress and the curriculum is 
generally ambitious for all children. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know what they want children to learn. They have a clear focus on 
communication and language and how they can help children develop their skills 
further. They have acted on advice from training and the local authority and use 
a range of strategies, such as pictorial or real objects, to support children's 
language further.

n Staff know their children well and plan a range of experiences to complement 
their experiences at home. For example, they place a high priority on physical 
development as some children do not have gardens at home. They ensure 
children spend plenty of time in the nursery garden or local parks. This helps to 
broaden children's experiences.

n Some aspects of the curriculum for mathematics and early writing are not always 
sufficiently well sequenced to build on what all children know and can do. At 
times, staff do not identify the skills children need to develop before they can 
move on to more complex skills. For example, staff plan activities to support 
recognition of numbers before children have the necessary counting skills. Some 
of the resources they provide to support children's writing skills do not support 
their stage of development. Children sometimes lose interest in activities as a 
result of this.

n Staff give children and parents clear messages about healthy lifestyles. They talk 
to parents about oral health and daily exercise. They ensure children have plenty 
of opportunities for physical development when they are in nursery. Children 
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thoroughly enjoy running, climbing and playing in the mud kitchen. Children 
understand when they need to wash their hands and ask to wash hands after 
playing outside.

n Staff support children's independence well. From an early age, children learn to 
take off their shoes and coat and put them where they belong. Children serve 
themselves their meals and drinks and help themselves to cutlery.

n Children with SEND are exceptionally well supported. A knowledgeable and well-
trained leader supports staff effectively to identify and plan for children's 
individual needs. They work confidently with a range of professionals, such as 
physiotherapists, and implement the necessary targets into their practice. Staff 
communicate children's progress confidently with them to ensure targets are 
meaningful and challenging. This helps children to make very good progress 
from their starting points.

n Staff play alongside children and follow their interests. When children show an 
interest in worms and woodlice, staff develop this effectively. They help children 
to look under different logs and talk about how to care for the insects. This helps 
children to concentrate well.

n The manager supports staff effectively to develop their role further. They attend 
a range of training to extend their skills. The manager monitors teaching and 
learning and identifies where staff can improve further.

n Staff communicate effectively with parents. They share information with them 
when they collect or drop off their children. They share information with parents 
about how they can support their children at home. Parents value the electronic 
communication from the nursery. This supports children to make good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the curriculum for mathematics and literacy and consider the order in 
which children develop their skills and take more account of what children 
already know and can do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY535852

Local authority Sunderland

Inspection number 10335621

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Apple Blossom Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529026

Telephone number 0191 5101490

Date of previous inspection 21 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Apple Blossom Day Nursery registered in 2016 and is located in Sunderland. The 
nursery employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or higher, including one with early years 
professional status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery receives funding to provide free 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager showed the inspector around the nursery and explained how she 
organises her curriculum.

n The inspector observed children playing and learning and evaluated the impact 
on children's learning.

n Parents spoke to the inspector about their experiences with the nursery. Other 
parents provided written feedback.

n The manager evaluated an activity with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at a range of documents, including those relating to the 

suitability of staff.
n The manager talked about how she keeps children safe and how she manages 

the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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