
Inspection of Gardners Lane Children 
Centre Nursery
Gardners Lane Children's Centre, Gardners Lane, Cheltenham GL51 9JW

Inspection date: 17 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle well in this welcoming nursery. They are happy and show good 
attitudes to learning. Children enjoy a range of activities and experiences that staff 
plan for them. For example, they care for live caterpillars, which they watch in 
wonder as they anticipate how they will change and eventually transform into 
butterflies. Staff get to know their key children well and use their knowledge of the 
children to ensure that their individual interests and next steps in learning are 
reflected in what they offer. Children make good progress in their learning and 
development during their time at the nursery, including those children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), those who speak English as an 
additional language, and those in receipt of additional funding. 

Children have good opportunities to be physically active. They have access to a 
wide range of outdoor spaces that staff utilise well to develop children's physical 
skills and promote healthy lifestyles. Staff are kind and caring towards children. 
They prioritise children's well-being and children build positive relationships with 
staff. Children build positive friendships and socialise well with one another. They 
learn to take turns and play collaboratively with their peers. They behave well and 
staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Risk assessment is effective. Action taken to improve risk assessment and the 
supervision of children, following a recent incident where a child left the nursery 
unsupervised for a short period, has been rapid and effective. The security of the 
doors and gates and the procedures for the drop off and collection of children 
have improved.  

n Staff provide children with a broad curriculum that is focused on the children and 
what they need to learn. Staff plan stimulating learning activities for children and 
children show good levels of engagement in their play. For example, young 
children enjoy playing with dough, which they manipulate and explore with their 
hands and a range of tools. Older children learn about how things grow and 
predict what may happen when they plant bean seeds.   

n There is a strong emphasis across the nursery on children's communication and 
language development. Staff model language, ask questions and teach new 
words to increase children's vocabulary. They engage children in interesting 
conversations that capture children's interests. For example, at snack time as 
children enjoy eating banana, staff talk to them about their own families who 
live in other parts of the world where they have bananas growing on trees in 
their gardens. This leads into a rich back-and-forth conversation with children. 

n Staff share regular updates with parents about their children's day and 
experiences at the nursery, both verbally in person at handover and through an 
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app. Communication and relationships with parents are good. There are some 
missed opportunities by staff to provide parents with simple and effective ways 
in which they can continue their child's learning at home to help children make 
even better progress. 

n Staff model mathematical language well and take opportunities as they arise to 
provide opportunities in play for counting. Children develop a good awareness of 
number. 

n Children learn about feelings and emotions. Staff recognise that some children 
struggle to regulate their emotions and use specific teaching techniques to help 
support children to manage their feelings positively and independently.  

n Staff complete mandatory training such as first-aid and child protection courses 
to ensure the well-being of children. They have a good knowledge of child 
protection matters and know how to raise concerns about the welfare of a child 
in their care.  

n Staff know children and their families well. They use children's home languages 
to aid their learning of the English language and teach children about cultural 
festivals, such as Eid. However, staff do not always maximise opportunities to 
celebrate and promote the cultures of children who attend to further extend 
children's understanding of diversity.

n Staff work closely with other professionals to support all children, including those 
with SEND. Self-evaluation is effective. Leaders have a clear idea of what they 
do well and what they could do better and continually strive to improve. Leaders 
make good use of feedback from parents and other professionals to help identify 
areas for development and target professional development and training 
opportunities for staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide tips and suggestions for parents of ways in which they can support their 
children's learning at home 

n provide further opportunities to promote home cultures and backgrounds of 
children and their families to help children learn about similarities and 
differences between people and communities beyond their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474932

Local authority Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10312310

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Aspire Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533459

Telephone number 01242252185

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Gardners Lane Children Centre Nursery registered in 2014. It is located in 
Cheltenham. The nursery employs 10 members of staff. Of these, one holds an 
appropriate qualification at level 7, one holds early years teacher status at level 6, 
one holds an appropriate qualification at level 2, and six hold appropriate 
qualifications at level 3. The nursery operates term time only. Sessions are available 
Monday to Friday from 8.45am until 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dominique Allotey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and the leaders completed a learning walk together across all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the curriculum is organised. 

n The staff and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been implemented 
and the impact that it had on children's learning. 

n The inspector held discussions with leaders at appropriate times during the 
inspection and in a scheduled meeting. 

n The inspector observed children's activities and staff teaching, inside and 
outdoors. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the early years manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including staff's suitability to 

work with children. 
n The inspector spoke to parents, staff and children during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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