
Inspection of Ashdown Day Nursery
Little Oaks, Tomtits Lane, Forest Row, Sussex RH18 5AT

Inspection date: 17 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the setting and quickly settle within their age-group room 
or in the dining room having breakfast. Children separate with ease from their 
parents, and staff are on hand to offer effective support. This enables children to 
be confident in their base rooms and be ready for their activities of the day. There 
is an effective rhythm to children's days at nursery, enabling them to feel safe and 
secure. Staff use repetition as a tool to aid in this process, to further enhance 
children's learning. Babies sleep and rest according to their own routines, and they 
receive support from their key person to doze off quickly. Staff readily support older 
babies to undertake tasks to increase their independence and understanding of 
following instructions. For example, they help to put away younger babies' slippers. 

Children relish being in the woodland areas, on walks in the countryside and 
playing in the garden. Toddlers take great delight in their task for finding sticks in 
the woodland for their project. Staff are consistent in their reminders to children for 
safety. This helps children to understand about their own safety and that of others. 
Children learn through effective teaching to be independent and to work together. 
When toddlers return from their walk, they help each other to remove their boots 
and waterproofs, celebrating their successes. Children are resilient. If they 
accidentally fall, they assess their situation and pick themselves up, with staff on 
hand to support. Older children demonstrate good imaginations and enjoy playing 
together. For example, they pretend to be at school and decide on who will have 
the role of  teacher. Children develop good friendships, which supports them as 
they make the move on to school. The provider has a secure grasp of the planning 
of learning for all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. She understands the importance of young children developing at their 
own rates and that they all have unique ways of learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Key persons know their children, developmental stages and what is next in their 
sequence of learning. Staff work as a team in the differing age-group rooms to 
share information about what children need to learn next. They then weave this 
into their planning of activities and experiences and use during their interactions 
with children. This supports children to make good developmental progress.

n Children thoroughly enjoy story times, sitting cuddling with staff and other 
children. They help to turn the pages of their favourite stories, and staff provide 
children with new words. This helps to give children a good start in life for the 
enjoyment of books and literacy. 

n Sometimes, when there is a changeover in the activities of the day and there are 
a lot of different things happening, babies occasionally become slightly 
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unsettled. Staff do not review these times, which does not always make sure 
that they explore the impact on children and make minor improvements. 

n Staff set out the environment effectively to enable them to explore freely. The 
equipment is all at a low level, enabling children to develop new skills, such as 
pulling themselves to standing. This successfully supports children to develop 
good core and large muscle development. 

n Staff manage children's behaviour effectively. They are calm in their approach, 
and children develop a good understanding of managing their own behaviour. 
There is a strong focus on supporting older children to learn to be kind to each 
other. These are effective skills they need for their future. 

n Children learning more than one language receive good levels of support, and 
staff use words in their home language to aid this. However, staff do not always 
explore further ways in which to fully embrace children's cultural backgrounds 
and heritages. This does not fully enhance children's awareness of similarities 
and differences and expand their understanding of the world.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents report that they love the ability for 
children to spend plenty of time in the outdoor area and surrounding 
countryside. They comment that staff adhere to children's care and learning 
needs and about how quickly their children settled at the setting in the care of 
the staff.

n Staff report that there is clear and effective support for their well-being, 
including a dedicated staff member for them to talk to when needed. Staff 
comment that leaders are fully supportive in reducing their working days and 
hours to enhance their well-being. There are effective development opportunities 
for staff. For example, staff receive support to gain recognised childcare 
qualifications and short courses to further improve their knowledge.

n There is a clear and robust recruitment process in place. The provider has 
recently been employing new staff to help ensure that staffing arrangements 
meet requirements. New staff receive a full induction and training, and this 
enables them to act appropriately in the case of a child protection concern.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n revise times of the day when there is a changeover of activities, specifically to 
further improve the experience for the youngest children

n explore more ways to further embrace children's home cultures and heritages to 
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strengthen their sense of belonging. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2532408

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10337853

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Little People Care And Development Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2532407

Telephone number 01342 824455

Date of previous inspection 25 October 2021

Information about this early years setting

Ashdown Day Nursery registered in 2019. It is situated in Forest Row, East 
Grinstead. The nursery employs 12 members of childcare staff. Of whom, most 
hold appropriate early years qualifications or are in training. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am to 7pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The provider spoke to the inspector about her intentions for children's learning. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact of this on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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