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Inspection date: 17 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly greet the children as they arrive. Most children confidently separate 
from their parents and eagerly enter the setting. Those who are new are provided 
with reassurance and additional support, to help them to settle. Staff use their 
good knowledge of children's individual abilities and interests to plan and provide a 
broad and varied curriculum. This includes outings within the local community and 
inviting 'people who help us' to come and talk to the children. Children understand 
what happens in the setting because routines are embedded. These routines 
support children to be as independent as they can be. They know where to hang 
up their coats and understand about washing and drying their hands. Children 
know how to wipe their noses and pop the tissue in the bin.

Staff get down to the children's level, showing a genuine interest. Children are 
supported to play cooperatively together, share and take turns. Staff encourage 
children to listen as they talk about the range of activities on offer. Staff use recall 
effectively to help children remember previous learning. Children practise taking off 
and putting on their shoes and socks, before eagerly taking part in regular yoga 
sessions. Here they follow simple instructions. They learn breathing techniques to 
relax, how to twist their bodies and to how to rely on their friend for balance and 
support. Staff model expected behaviours and praise the children, which builds 
their self-esteem. Children know and follow simple rules. They learn to be polite 
and remember to say 'thank you'. Staff help children to recognise and speak about 
how they are feeling. When children find it hard to regulate their own behaviours, 
staff provide them with some strategies and resources to help them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Management work well together to lead the staff team. There is a focus on staff 
well-being. All staff have clear roles and responsibilities, which they know and 
understand. Staff are confident in what they want the children to learn and why. 
Good use is made of training opportunities and staff receive effective mentoring 
and supervision, using new knowledge gained to further improve their practice.

n Staff use observation and assessment effectively to monitor children's progress. 
They are swift to identify areas of concern and put plans in place to ensure 
targeted intervention. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(send), are well supported. Where further or external support is needed, the 
setting's special educational needs coordinator (senco) is swift to work in 
partnership with other professionals.

n Staff encourage children to explore and recognise number as they play a game 
using dice. Children count forwards and backwards as they sing a range of 
familiar action songs and rhymes. Staff help children develop a love of books, 
capturing children's interest as they read stories with energy and enthusiasm. 
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Children choose books from the well-resourced book corner. They learn how to 
use these as a source of information, as they compare different insects.

n Staff ensure all children, including those who are learning English as an 
additional language, hear plenty of spoken language. Staff provide commentary 
and pose simple questions, pausing to give children time to respond. They 
introduce and explain the meaning of new words, such as udder. Sign language 
and pictorial images are used to further enhance communication skills. However, 
staff do not consistently provide children, particularly those who are slower to 
speak, with regular enough opportunities to practise their speaking skills. 

n Children learn how to care for living things as they feed and handle the resident 
guinea pigs. They learn to problem solve as staff help them to work out how to 
build a roadway to drive their cars along. Staff support children to create shapes, 
using a mirror to check for symmetry. Children play imaginatively in the role play 
hairdressers, as they 'write' appointments and style each other's hair. Children 
get to spend time outside each day. They learn how to kick a ball, pedal tricycles 
and negotiate an obstacle course.

n Parents have daily opportunities for a verbal catch up and receive regular 
updates via an online application. They have access to a range of good-quality 
information and receive valuable parenting advice. Parents have regular 
opportunities to discuss their children's progress. They are provided with ways 
and ideas to carry on their children's learning at home. Parents comment on the 
good support they have received and how much progress their children have 
made since attending the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to plan and provide more regular opportunities for children, 
particularly those who are slower to speak, to practise their speaking and 
pronunciation skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 254050

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10335347

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person The Beehive Childcare Group Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517373

Telephone number 01603 259193

Date of previous inspection 13 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Beehive Childcare Group registered in 1984. The setting employs 17 members 
of staff. Most staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above, 
including the manager who holds early years professional status. The setting opens 
Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are from 8.30am until 5.50pm. The 
setting also offers out-of-school provision. During term time, these sessions are 
from 7.45am until 8.30am and from 3.10pm until 6pm. During school holidays, with 
the exception of Christmas and bank holidays, sessions run from 8.30am until 
5.30pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Pointer
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection that the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector considered any impact of the pandemic and has 
taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The toddler room and pre-school room leaders completed a learning walk with 
the inspector and discussed how the early years curriculum is delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching, indoors and outdoors, and 
considered the impact this has on the children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity.
n The inspector held a management meeting and sampled relevant 

documentation, including evidence of paediatric first-aid qualifications.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection. She took account 

of their views and those from written testimonials.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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