
Childminder report

Inspection date: 13 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle happily and are secure in this calm and organised home. They have 
close and warm bonds with the childminder, who values each child highly. The 
childminder engages with children in positive ways, for example by getting down to 
their level to speak warmly to them. She ensures that children's interests are linked 
to activities that they thoroughly enjoy. She has high expectations of children and 
manages their behaviour effectively. For instance, the childminder teaches children 
to be kind to each other and to share toys and resources. Children behave well.

The curriculum is enriching and well organised. All children make good progress. 
Children develop good physical skills. For example, the childminder arranges fun 
group exercises where children practise a range of physical coordination skills, such 
as throwing and catching balls. Children climb and balance using frames and 
wheeled toys in the garden and at the local park. They learn good early 
mathematical skills. For instance, children learn to count while playing board games 
where they match and count objects. The childminder teaches children the names 
of different shapes, such as by pointing out shapes in the environment. She 
teaches children mathematical language, such as 'big', 'small', 'long' and 'short'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children gain a good understanding of the world. For instance, the childminder 
takes children out for pond-dipping activities to observe tadpoles in the local 
park. She points out and names different minibeasts, such as snails and beetles.

n The childminder ensures that different races and cultures are reflected in her 
toys, books and resources. This helps to develop children's awareness of 
difference. The childminder teaches children about any special cultural or 
religious events, such as Diwali or Chinese New Year.

n The childminder teaches children good communication, language and literacy 
skills. For instance, she teaches children new words as they take part in pretend 
play in the home corner. The childminder reads stories and sings songs and 
rhymes to develop children's early literacy and language skills further.

n The childminder provides good opportunities to develop children's creative skills. 
For example, children draw pictures using crayons, pencils and chalk. They 
experiment with paint on different surfaces and enjoy making models with play 
dough.

n Children gain good independence skills in various ways, for instance by helping 
to prepare their own fruit snacks. The childminder teaches children how to wipe 
their own noses and dispose of tissues hygienically. She teaches children how to 
put on their coats and shoes.

n The childminder provides healthy routines for children. She ensures that children 
have freshly prepared, nutritionally balanced meals and snacks. She provides 
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children with daily opportunities for physical exercise.
n Children act with care and caution. The childminder teaches children about road 

safety to protect them from accidents when they go on outdoor trips. She 
teaches children how to use the stairs safely and how to use tools, such as 
scissors, with care and caution. The childminder checks all parts of her home, 
indoors and outdoors, to reduce the risk of hazards.

n The childminder works well with parents and keeps them informed about 
children's progress. For instance, she talks with parents each day and provides 
them with updates by sending secure electronic messages. The childminder 
works in partnership with parents to support children's needs, for example by 
preparing children for change, such as moving house.

n The childminder is committed to keeping her skills and knowledge up to date. 
She has attended different courses to enhance her practice. This includes a 
course on interactions with two-year-old children, which has led to her having 
more understanding in this area.

n The childminder considers all aspects of her work and sets goals to build 
ongoing improvements. For instance, she plans to enhance her knowledge 
around supporting children through changes.

n The childminder has begun to teach children about oral hygiene. For instance, 
she talks to them about the importance of regular tooth brushing. However, she 
has not developed this to help children to gain a deeper understanding of how 
to keep their teeth and gums healthy. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop children's awareness of oral hygiene further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 122978

Local authority Merton

Inspection number 10316990

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 30 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1999. She lives in Mitcham, in the London Borough of 
Merton. The childminder provides care for children all year round, from 8am to 
6pm, Monday to Thursday, except for bank holidays. She accepts funding to 
provide early years education for children aged two, three and four years. The 
childminder holds a childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Beckles

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The childminder carried out an activity and evaluated this with the inspector.
n During the inspection, the inspector spoke to the childminder and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection.
n The childminder talked to the inspector about how she organises her provision 

and her curriculum intent while the inspector viewed the premises.
n The inspector viewed some documentation and held a discussion with the 

childminder. She read written feedback from parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report
13 March 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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