
Inspection of Ivegill Nursery
Ivegill C Of E School, Ivegill, Carlisle CA4 0PA

Inspection date: 11 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are cherished in the very caring and inclusive nursery. They arrive excited 
to share their news from home. Staff use these opportunities exceptionally well to 
extend children's learning. For instance, children excitedly talk about lambs on their 
farm and the building of a new bridge that they saw on their way to nursery. 
Children are then provided with resources to explore these concepts further. Staff 
plan and implement a highly ambitious, vibrant curriculum, which is responsive to 
the unique interests and learning needs of all children. Children are extremely 
happy. The sound of happy chatter and laughter resonates around the nursery. 
Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in the company of those who 
care for and educate them. They are immersed in a range of outstanding 
opportunities, where they thrive and achieve extremely well across all areas of 
learning.

Children's emotional well-being is paramount and exceptionally well supported by 
staff. Staff consistently support children to develop the knowledge and skills they 
require to behave well and display positive attitudes towards learning. Children 
learn to share resources and wait their turn. When they find things tricky, staff 
swiftly use consistent strategies to support them. As a result, children display 
exemplary behaviour and manners. They are kind and caring towards one another 
and form good friendships. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership and management of the nursery is inspirational. The whole team 
is dedicated and passionate about providing a high-quality, nurturing provision 
where all children thrive. The management team has an excellent overview of 
the nursery and is extremely ambitious in their quest to be even better. As a 
result, children have outstanding opportunities to learn and achieve extremely 
well across all areas of learning.

n Staff receive ongoing targeted levels of support and guidance from the 
managers, who work passionately alongside them. They have embedded a 
rigorous and highly effective system to support and monitor the development of 
the team. All staff say that they feel exceptionally valued and have the support 
and training they require to perform to their full potential.

n Staff observe and monitor children's progress extremely effectively. This enables 
them to identify children who might be at risk of falling behind and carefully 
target support to help them to catch up. Consequently, those who had limited 
speech have developed and extended their vocabulary exceptionally well. 
Children who previously struggled to separate from their parents confidently 
wave goodbye and quickly engage in their play.

n The curriculum is implemented exceptionally well. This includes stimulating 
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activities that captivate children's interests to move their learning forward. For 
instance, children are full of wonder as they explore how plants grow. They use 
their widening vocabulary to reflect on their learning, and use number language 
confidently to count and compare size. Children's strong engagement impacts 
significantly on their learning.  

n Literacy is promoted tremendously well. Children listen carefully with anticipation 
as stories unfold. Staff bring stories to life through their carefully sequenced 
teaching opportunities. For example, children develop their understanding of 
object and action words as they play with props and act out the 'Three Billy 
Goats Gruff' story together. Children develop a love of books, which builds strong 
foundations for future reading.

n The curriculum for personal development is highly effective. Children have a 
wealth of opportunities to develop their independence and learn how to stay 
healthy. They learn about looking after their teeth, supported by a visit from the 
dentist. Children confidently dress themselves to go outside. They follow highly 
effective hygiene routines after going to the toilet. This prepares children well for 
their move to school.

n Staff provide children with excellent opportunities to develop their large- and 
small-muscle skills. Children demonstrate agility as they throw balls, climb and 
balance, and draw roads with large chalks to extend their play. They move 
confidently and vigorously as they control their bodies and 'transform' from robot 
to a car, dressed in the costumes they have proudly crafted from boxes. This 
helps them to engage in regular exercise and develop coordination.

n Children are fascinated by the world around them. They delight in learning the 
names of countries as they talk about their favourite animals and find them on 
the map. They enjoy frequent walks in their local community, where they meet 
new people. These opportunities help to extend children's knowledge of 
themselves, others and the diverse world they live in, and they develop respect 
and tolerance of others.  

n Parent partnership is superb. Staff are highly effective in using information that 
parents share to plan for children's future progression. Parents are kept 
extremely well informed of their children's progress and next learning steps, and 
are fully engaged in supporting learning at home. Parents say that their children 
have flourished in the nursery as a result of the activities available to them and 
the support they receive from the passionate, kind and caring staff. This 
effective partnership working creates a collaborative approach to children's care 
and learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY499758

Local authority Westmorland and Furness

Inspection number 10312209

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 14

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Ivegill Nursery CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900229

Telephone number 01697473732

Date of previous inspection 24 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Ivegill Nursery registered in 2016 and is located in Ivegill, Carlisle in Cumbria. The 
nursery employs six members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, 
during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3.30pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen James
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection that the nursery received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n A leadership and management meeting with the managers of the nursery was 
held to discuss safeguarding arrangements and to sample documentation.

n The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the setting's curriculum intentions for children's learning.

n The inspector observed children playing and learning, and talked to children and 
practitioners.

n The inspector spoke face to face with a sample of parents and took into 
consideration emails provided by parents, in order to gain their views of the 
setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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