
Inspection of Strawberries Private Day 
Nursery
Eaglesfield Drive, Bradford, West Yorkshire BD6 2PY

Inspection date: 19 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome children warmly as they arrive at this friendly nursery. Children are 
eager to begin their learning. Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. 
Children's behaviour is good. They are polite and kind to their friends. Older 
children ask their friends politely if they can sit on their chair and share their toys. 
Children show high levels of concentration. They have a positive attitude to their 
learning. Children enjoy the outdoor area. They run and chase each other. Staff 
support children to develop their balancing skills while playing on a seesaw and 
walking along the obstacle course. Staff teach children to play traditional outdoor 
games. For example, children enjoy playing 'What time is it Mr Wolf?' and 'hide and 
seek' with their friends.

Staff form strong relationships with children and their families. They support 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) very well. 
Children use their key person as a secure base to explore the environment. They 
feel happy and safe. Children go to adults for comfort when they are upset. They 
ask for support when needed. For example, children ask for help to fasten the zip 
on their coat. Children make good progress and develop the skills they need for the 
next stage of education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to develop their physical skills. They provide opportunities 
for children to practise the skills they learn. Staff organise the environment so 
that babies have space to roll and crawl. They place low-level furniture to 
encourage young children to walk from one unit to another. Staff help toddlers 
to balance their bodies as they climb the steps of a slide. Older children develop 
their small muscles. Staff provide resources to encourage children to use the 
muscles in their fingers. Children develop good mark-making skills.

n Children develop good independence skills. Staff plan activities that build on 
what children already know and can do. For example, babies learn to use a 
spoon to feed themselves and begin to use an open cup. Toddlers drink 
confidently from an open cup and begin to learn to self-serve their food. Older 
children use a knife and fork and learn to put their coats on.

n Staff promote language and communication very well, particularly for children 
with SEND. They model language effectively. Staff introduce new words to 
children as they play. For example, during a planting activity, staff model the 
words 'damp' and 'sprout' to describe the soil and bulbs. Children become 
confident communicators.

n Overall, staff plan engaging activities for children. They share stories and songs 
and play games with children. However, sometimes, staff do not limit the 
number of children taking part. For example, during a planned activity, there are 
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too many children accessing the resources at once. This means learning time is 
lost as they wait to take part.

n Staff promote children's literacy and mathematical development effectively. In 
mathematics, they count and model the numbers '1,2,3' with babies as they 
build with bricks. Toddlers join in number rhymes and older children count 
objects and develop an understanding of size and shape. In literacy, children 
learn to recognise their names from their meal place mats and their coat hooks. 
Staff provide a range of resources for children to make marks. Children enjoy 
purposeful mark-making activities. Babies enjoy painting and older children 
begin to write the letters of their names. 

n Managers use additional funding effectively to support children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds and those with SEND. Staff plan and follow clear 
strategies to support children's individual needs. Parents of children with SEND 
report their children make very good progress.

n Children develop good health and hygiene practices. They learn to wash their 
hands before eating and after playing outside. Staff talk about foods that are 
healthy. They provide healthy well-balanced meals.

n Managers effectively evaluate staff practice. They complete supervisions with 
staff to provide support, coaching, and training. However, sometimes, managers 
do not check the effectiveness of the training that staff undertake. This means 
that managers are not clear whether staff's understanding is secure or that they 
are putting their learning into their practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n organise group activities more effectively so all children can partake and access 
the planned learning

n ensure managers check that staff's knowledge and understanding following 
training is secure and is being implemented in practice.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY282131

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10317099

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 57

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Directhand Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524061

Telephone number 01274 691005

Date of previous inspection 31 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Strawberries Private Day Nursery registered in 2004. The nursery employs 11 
members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 5, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, 
and two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Sessions 
are from 7am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Miriam Caldecott
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a group 

activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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