
Inspection of Devon Close Preschool
Devon Close, TOTTENHAM, LONDON N17 9HR

Inspection date: 7 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff create a wonderfully welcoming and stimulating learning environment where 
children flourish. They are highly knowledgeable about how children learn and 
develop. They plan an exciting and interesting curriculum that supports children's 
learning exceptionally well. Children show high levels of emotional well-being. They 
are very curious learners and highly motivated to try new things. Staff have very 
high expectations for all children, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional language. Staff 
make skilful adaptations to their teaching to tailor activities for children of different 
ages and abilities. All children are nurtured and staff show strong commitment to 
fostering their individual characters, interests and needs, to help them to reach 
their full potential.

Staff are incredibly positive role models. They have fun with the children and create 
a joyful atmosphere. This helps children to settle in well, feel secure and form 
excellent bonds with them. There is clear emphasis on teaching children about 
respect and kindness. A strong value at the pre-school is to create a sense of 
belonging and to build a collaborative and supportive community. Staff frequently 
help children to understand about the routines and expected behaviour. Children 
are highly responsive and behave extremely well.

Children highly engage as they experiment with 'frozen dinosaur eggs' in a 'jungle 
swamp'. Staff expertly encourage them to make predictions and discuss the 
differences between 'frozen' and 'melting'. Children hear a rich array of language 
that supports their understanding and knowledge extremely well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The inspiring manager and dedicated team are passionate about enhancing 
outcomes for all children and families. They regularly run different projects to 
support children's and parents' understanding of healthy lifestyles. For instance, 
children learn about the effects of different fizzy drinks and juice on their teeth. 
This learning was reinforced by a visit from a dentist to teach children about 
good toothbrushing practices. This supports children's oral health extremely well. 

n Staff meticulously plan an extensive range of experiences to help children to 
learn new knowledge and skills. Children enjoy experimenting with magnets and 
learn about magnetic and non-magnetic objects in the environment. They also 
enjoy exploring rice and a rotation wheel. Furthermore, they have opportunities 
to paint, mould with play dough, draw and write. Whatever captures children's 
interests, there is an adult close by to skilfully extend their learning. Children are 
active and eager learners that evidently make strong progress in relation to their 
starting points. Children develop very positive attitudes towards learning. 
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n Children have excellent opportunities to develop their love of reading. Staff read 
stories with great animation and children participate with enthusiasm. Children 
discuss how snakes have fangs and long, slithery bodies. Staff ask individual 
children about their favourite animals and encourage them to recall different 
aspects of stories. This helps to build children's self-esteem, listening and 
language skills. 

n Children have superb opportunities to learn and play outdoors in the very well-
resourced and engaging garden. Children enjoy making 'soup' in the mud 
kitchen, digging collaboratively in the sand pit and dressing up as doctors and 
nurses. Staff fully immerse themselves in children's imaginative play. Children 
use words, such as 'stethoscope' and 'thermometer' and staff help them to 
understand how to use the different tools. This helps to extend their knowledge 
of the world, as well helping them to understand the meaning of new 
vocabulary.

n Celebrating diversity and promoting inclusion is at the heart of everything staff 
do. Children have plenty of opportunities to learn about others' lives different to 
their own. Staff involve parents in celebrating different cultural events that are 
personal to their families. For instance, children enjoy making paper flowers to 
celebrate a popular Romanian tradition to welcome spring. This helps children to 
develop respect and show interest in others' backgrounds and beliefs.

n Partnerships with parents are a real strength. The manager and staff work very 
closely with parents and carers to nurture children's future learning. Several 
parents travel some distance due to the exceptional care their children receive. 
Parents are highly complimentary about the staff. They express that they are 
extremely supportive and have a positive influence on their children's lives.

n The manager and staff are very reflective. They frequently evaluate their 
practice and engage in lots of relevant training to be able to deliver the best 
possible early education to children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 140413

Local authority Haringey

Inspection number 10308015

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Devon Close Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908625

Telephone number 02088 013 210

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Devon Close Preschool registered in 1998. It is based in Tottenham, London. The 
pre-school is open from 9am until 3pm every weekday during school term time. 
The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff. Most staff hold relevant 
early years qualifications ranging from level 5 to level 3. The pre-school receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years old. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector considered parents', staff's and children's views during the 
inspection. 

n A number of observations were completed by the inspector to evaluate the 
quality of education. 

n The inspector viewed a range of documentation, such as staff members' 
qualifications and training certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Devon Close Preschool
7 March 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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