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What is it like to attend this school?

This school provides pupils with a good education. Different subjects are organised
and taught in interesting ways that motivate pupils. From the early years through to
Year 6, lessons are carefully planned and new learning builds on what has gone
before. Caring leadership and capable teaching support all to achieve.

Pupils’ behaviour is managed well. Good behaviour is noticed and rewarded. Bullying
is not accepted. If it happens, the school acts quickly to stop it. If any pupils need
help to manage their feelings or behaviour then the school provides firm, kind and
consistent support, including well-thought-out nurture provision. This allows lessons
and breaktimes to run smoothy. It also means that everyone feels safe at school.
The rules are fair and any problems are usually sorted out quickly.

The information provided for parents is extensive. There are curriculum workshops
and information events. The school’s website provides lots of detail about school life
and how to support learning at home.

Pupils enjoy their lessons. Most attend regularly and on time. They feel valued at
school and are guided to grow into responsible, caring and friendly young people.
Indeed, the school prepares pupils well for later life.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

West Hill Primary has efficient leadership, informed governance, a structured
curriculum and clear expectations for pupils’ behaviour. The school runs smoothly
and pupils make progress in lots of ways.

The school has responded well to Ofsted’s previous recommendations. The approach
to early reading has been strengthened by more staff training and resources. In the
pre-school classes, staff help children to enjoy the rhythm and patterns of letters,
rhymes and songs. This attention to sounds and words paves the way for formal
phonics teaching in Reception and key stage 1. This is effective. By the end of Year
2, most children have mastered the phonic code. For those who take longer to learn,
the school provides regular catch-up reading sessions.

Alongside phonics, the school has an effective whole-school approach to teaching
pupils how to form letters correctly. Staff present their own handwriting carefully
and take care to speak clearly so that pupils have good models to follow.

Beyond phonics, there is a healthy reading culture across the school. Links with the
local library, author visits and book promotions help to widen pupils’ knowledge of
literature. In addition, the school provides helpful information for parents about how
they can support reading at home. During this inspection, for instance, there was an
after-school ‘starbooks’ club where parents could come with their children to share
and talk about books.
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Mathematics is similarly well organsied, with clear guidance and resources for staff
to use so that the right things get taught. This is the case in other subjects too.
Each term’s work is linked through a ‘theme’ with focused attention to progression in
different subjects. For example, deliberate attention to the language of instruction in
early years sets the foundations for later learning about algorithms and computer
programming.

Assessment happens regularly. Much of this is helpful, particularly in English and
mathematics. However, in some other subjects staff record what pupils have covered
but do not necessarily prompt them to use what they know so they embed
knowledge. This means they sometimes forget things.

Any special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are identified accurately.
The school adapts lessons and resources so that pupils with SEND can access the
full curriculum. The school also supports pupils who find it hard to manage their
emotions or behaviour. Staff have received specialist training and there is a nurture
provision that gives pupils a quiet space where they can feel calm and secure.

A notable feature is the attention to pupils’ social development. At lunchtimes, staff
remind everyone about good manners. On the playground, activities are planned
with deliberate care so that pupils learn how to interact in constructive ways. Play
leaders and well-being ‘champs’ are on hand to make sure no one is left out. This
helps to make the school a friendly place where everyone feels valued.

Staff say they like working here and that leaders consider their welfare when making
decisions. Those staff who have recently stepped up to new leadership roles feel
confident that the school is providing them with the right support. This is helping to
develop their oversight of the curriculum.

Most parents who responded to Ofsted’s questionnaire or spoke with inspectors

were happy with the school. They value the visible leadership, quality of care and
education provided.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Assessment in several foundation subjects is still developing. Currently, the school
records what pupils have done but does not necessarily help pupils to use what
they know. This means they forget some important content. The school should
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explore ways to refine the approach to assessment so that it helps pupils to
embed important knowledge and use it fluently.

B Some subject leaders are new to their leadership roles or have recently taken on
a new subject. This means that their oversight of the curriculum is at different
stages of development. The school should continue to support subject leaders
with appropriate training and guidance so that they can do their jobs as well as
possible.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in heed
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 124072
Local authority Staffordshire
Inspection number 10294546
Type of school Primary
School category Community
Age range of pupils 2to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 391

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Tom Truby

Headteacher Kelly Bracebridge

Website www.westhill.staffs.sch.uk

Dates of previous inspection 9 and 10 November 2022, under section

8 of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school has a pre-school nursery that takes children from two-years-old.

B A private provider offers before and after-school childcare on the school site. This
is subject to a different inspection at a different time.

B The school does not use any alternative provision for pupils.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B This was the second routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.
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B The inspectors considered published performance data about the school.
Inspectors also looked at a range of school documents. These included
information about pupils’ behaviour, attendance, the curriculum, extra-curricular
activities, governance, school improvement planning and documents published on
the school’s website.

B During the inspection, the inspectors had formal meetings with the headteacher,
other leaders, school staff, pupils and governors. The lead inspector spoke on the
telephone with a local authority officer.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: reading,
mathematics, geography and science. In these subjects, inspectors discussed the
curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers,
spoke to pupils about their learning and considered pupils’ work. They also
considered the curriculum in other subjects to check how they were organised,
taught and assessed. An inspector observed some pupils reading to staff.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B Inspectors talked informally with pupils, parents and staff to gather general
information about school life. They took account of the responses to Ofsted’s
surveys of staff, pupils’ and parents’ views.

B Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in class, at lunchtime, on the playground
and at other times during the day.

Inspection team

Martin Pye, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Gary Richards Ofsted Inspector
Anne Potter Ofsted Inspector
Inspection report: West Hill Primary School 6

27 and 28 February 2024



*HK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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