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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy and confident learners at this setting. They learn a
wide range of skills that give them an exceptional start to their education. Leaders
have high expectations of what they want children to know and do. All staff are
very nurturing and have an excellent understanding of their key children. They plan
well-thought-out activities that capture children's interests.

Leaders thoroughly consider the curriculum for communication and language. Staff
use carefully guided approaches to introduce new vocabulary to children. For
example, they bring books alive through focus stories, nursery rhymes, drama
workshops, and modelling new language. Staff introduce new vocabulary, such as
'shiny' and 'enormous', when describing stars in the water tray, or 'over' and 'under
when children make maps. This supports children to make exceptional progress in
their language development.

Children form strong bonds with staff. Due to staff's high expectations of children's
behaviour, they treat each other kindly and with respect. Children are extremely
responsive to staff's expectations and what staff want them to achieve. Children
are considerate with each other and continuously use excellent manners. For
example, when adding stars to play dough, children politely ask, 'please can I have
a tiny baby one'.

Children are extremely confident at expressing their thoughts, and use rich
vocabulary. Staff support this by planning activities in the environment that excite
and engage children. For example, while making maps, children confidently give
each other instructions and use words such as 'left' and 'right' to help them to find
the treasure. Children demonstrate excellent communication skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children develop a love of reading through regular opportunities to listen to
stories and rhymes. Staff read focus stories in an exciting and engaging manner.
They consider how to make their stories interactive and ensure that children
learn new language and enjoy stories. For example, staff encourage children
during an activity to pretend to be the dragon from a story and blow fire. All
children learn new language during the regular sharing of songs and stories.

m Staff carefully plan connections with the wider community, and children learn
about the diverse community they live in. They learn how to interact and
communicate with those who have different needs to them. For example,
children sing songs or make Easter bonnets with residents in the local care
home. These visits help children to interact with older adults and gain the skills
to show empathy.

Inspection report: Alphablocks Nursery School And Pre-Prep 2
6 March 2024



Oféted

W Staff carefully consider the curriculum for physical development. For example,
children cut their own fruit, take part in regular dough discos, and participate in
flower arranging to strengthen their arm and hand muscles. They have visits
from specialist sports coaches each week, and regularly attend forest-school and
movement and music sessions. This helps children to develop their balance and
hand-eye coordination, and make excellent progress in their physical
development.

B The provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is
exemplary. Staff are skilled at identifying children's specific needs early. They
work with the local authority, advisory teachers, and parents to implement
strategies to support children's needs. For example, staff support children to
learn how to communicate using Makaton alongside visual aids. Leaders
carefully consider staffing to ensure that the right support is provided to help
children to reach their individual next steps in learning. This helps all children to
make excellent progress.

B Partnership with parents is exceptionally strong. Parents speak incredibly highly
of the setting. They compliment the staff's warm and caring nature. Parents
value the regular sharing of information about their child's progress and how
staff provide extensive support to extend the children's learning at home. For
example, staff share the weekly focus books, so that children can read them at
home.

B Leaders provide staff with exceptional professional development opportunities to
ensure that best practice is consistent throughout the setting. They regularly
monitor staff's practice and identify any targeted training that staff require. This
enables and supports staff to implement excellent practice.

B Leaders place a great emphasis on staff's well-being. There are strong and
positive working relationships with all members of staff. Leaders work
collaboratively with staff and are always available should staff have any
concerns. This creates a positive working environment. Staff enjoy coming to
work and strive to help children to flourish.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

Inspection report: Alphablocks Nursery School And Pre-Prep 3
6 March 2024



Ofsted

Setting details

Unique reference number EY496921

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10316982

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ezrgllys t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Alphablocks Nursery School Ltd
Telephone number 02089355636

Date of previous inspection 24 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Alphablocks Nursery School and Pre-Prep registered in 2016 and is located in the
London Borough of Enfield. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, during
school term time. Sessions are from 8.15am until 5.30pm (extended hours). The
Nursery employs nine members of staff. Of these, two staff members hold Early
Years teachers status, three staff members are level 6 in Early Years, two staff
members NVQ level 3, and 2 Early Years apprentices. The setting provides funded
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Haley McDermott
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B The inspector had discussions with staff and parents and took their views into
account.

B The inspector held discussions with the manager about practices and procedures
in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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