
Inspection of Yesodey Hatorah 
Nursery
2-4 Amhurst Park, Stamford Hill, London N16 5AE

Inspection date: 6 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have highly effective partnerships with parents, and strong key-person 
arrangements are in place. Children build attachments with their key persons and 
staff know the children in their care well. This helps staff to plan and deliver an 
ambitious curriculum based on children's individual needs and interests. Staff 
ensure that all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), make good progress in their learning. Children demonstrate 
that they feel happy and safe as they engage with activities, listen carefully and 
respond to instruction throughout the day.

Children bring handwritten notes from their parents praising their behaviour at 
home. Staff read these messages out at the start of the day so everyone can hear 
examples of children's kindness, generosity and helpfulness at home. Staff have 
the same high expectations of children's behaviour at nursery. They offer praise 
and encouragement throughout the day to reinforce these expectations. This helps 
children to develop positive attitudes to their learning and their interactions with 
their friends.

Leaders successfully combine teaching related to their faith and culture with the 
requirements of the early years foundation stage curriculum. For example, when 
learning about blessings for different foods, children also learn how vegetables 
grow, how bread is made and the origins of other produce. This helps children to 
make sense of their physical world and their community as they engage with the 
well-planned curriculum. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff understand what they want children to learn while at nursery, which helps 
them to deliver an educational programme that supports children across all 
areas of the curriculum. Staff meet regularly to discuss children's interests and 
plan for their learning. Staff consider how to target experiences, and close gaps 
in knowledge, for individual children. For instance, all children participate in 
projects to develop their emotional literacy. Staff use resources, created by the 
children, for more targeted work with children learning to regulate their 
emotions. This precise planning means that all children are engaged in 
purposeful learning throughout the day.

n Children enjoy access to outdoor play during the day. However, staff do not plan 
outdoor play areas, particularly for the youngest children, as well as those 
indoors. For example, children struggle to use equipment because resources are 
not organised in a way that makes them accessible. In addition to outdoor play, 
children have scheduled access during the week to an indoor soft-play area, 
which they thoroughly enjoy. These opportunities to extend their mobility help 
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children to develop strong bones, good balance and physical confidence.
n Children access reading and stories, independently and as part of group sessions 

led by a member of staff. Throughout the day, staff interact with children, 
discuss their work and support social interaction. This helps children to develop 
their early language skills and their vocabulary in both English and Yiddish. 
Children engage fully with regular singing sessions that involve music, 
movement and props linked to curriculum topics. For example, songs to 
celebrate the Purim festival involve wearing colourful clown wigs and joyous 
dancing, which results in much amusement. 

n The setting's special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has a good 
overview of children with SEND. The SENCo works closely with children's key 
persons and parents to develop effective plans to support children to make good 
progress. Staff monitor children's attainment and work with the SENCo to adapt 
and enhance plans for individual children. Leaders ensure that timely referrals 
for additional support are made to external agencies. This supports an inclusive 
environment that promotes the interests and learning of all children.

n Children participate in regular routines that promote their physical well-being. 
Children know to wash their hands after using the toilet and before they eat. 
Children eat healthy food, freshly prepared on site, and drink water throughout 
the day. This helps children to gain an awareness of how to keep themselves 
safe and healthy. Leaders are aware of the higher than average levels of child 
tooth decay in the community they serve. Children learn about oral hygiene as 
part of a topic session for a fixed period. However, this does not ensure that 
children fully understand the importance of toothbrushing as part of their regular 
hygiene routines.

n Leaders carefully consider working patterns to ensure that all staff can achieve a 
balance between their home lives and their roles at the setting. Staff have 
opportunities to discuss their role and professional development during regular 
supervision sessions. This results in high levels of staff retention and job 
satisfaction. Teaching practice is strong and staff have a good understanding of 
the requirements of their roles. Children benefit from the continuity and 
experience provided by the long-standing staff team. Children transition easily to 
the next stage in their learning, as staff prepare them well for change, including 
their eventual move to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n develop staff practice to provide children with high-quality learning opportunities 
when they play outside

n embed continuous practice that supports children's oral health to ensure that 
they are regularly brushing their teeth and parents understand the importance of 
oral hygiene.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 964027

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10307851

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 203

Number of children on roll 196

Name of registered person Yesodey Hatorah Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901998

Telephone number 02088008612

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Yesodey Hatorah Nursery registered in 2001. The nursery is an established provider 
of full day care for children from the Orthodox Jewish Community. Teaching is 
conducted in English and Yiddish. It is open from 9am until 4pm from Monday to 
Friday, during term time. The nursery employs 71 staff, the majority of whom are 
suitably qualified, including the manager who has a level 3 qualification in 
childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Trina Lynskey
Anne-Marie Giffts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspectors viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspectors spoke to children, staff, parents and managers at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspectors about how they support children with SEND.
n The lead inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and 

language activity with the manager.
n The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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