
Inspection of Chipstead Pre-School
Peter Aubiton Hall, Elmore Road, Chipstead, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 3SG

Inspection date: 12 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy, active learners who feel safe in the pre-school. They 
thoroughly enjoy the daily routine that is so familiar to them. Staff have extremely 
clear expectations for children's behaviour. They are exemplary role models, 
particularly in relation to their polite, respectful communication. They patiently gain 
children's cooperation, for example, when they are attending to their care needs.

The curriculum is ambitious for all children. Staff provide a wealth of interesting 
resources and activities that successfully inspire and motivate children to learn. For 
example, children learn about size and number as they place dinosaur bones in 
order of length. They make discoveries while using magnets and learn what causes 
ice to melt while playing with arctic animals in water. Children learn about life 
cycles, for example as they watch frogs emerge from spawn, which they return to 
their natural habitat.

Children are extremely confident communicators. For instance, during group 
activities, they listen attentively, eagerly talk about the date, month and weather 
and tell staff that the rain makes flowers healthy. Children smile with enjoyment as 
they join in with the words and actions to songs. They learn to use sign language, 
for example, while singing a good morning song with staff and their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with an extremely well-designed, ambitious and exciting 
curriculum. The high quality of teaching practice across the staff team enables 
all children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), to make outstanding progress. All children receive the support they 
need to access the curriculum, which staff adapt to meet children's individual 
needs. 

n Staff have an exemplary understanding of when to join in children's play to 
support their learning and when to give them time to play independently. 
Children develop exceptional concentration. They frequently choose to repeat 
activities on their own, and practise what they have already learned. As a result, 
their play is extremely purposeful and their learning is fully embedded.

n Staff skilfully develop children's listening skills, vocabulary and confidence to 
talk. For example, they use carefully planned objectives during all activities, as 
well as small group and individual activities, to successfully reduce any gaps in 
children's language development. 

n Staff consistently respond to children's interests and choices to extend and 
challenge their learning. For example, children eagerly use small fishing nets to 
collect and count items such as plastic frogs in a water tray. Staff challenge this 
area of children's development, for instance as they teach children to complete 
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simple addition. 
n Children develop excellent independence and social skills. They often talk 

together during activities and share their ideas. Staff support children extremely 
well to learn to take turns and respect other children's choices. For example, 
they encourage all children to vote for the books they want them to read to the 
whole group.  

n Children are highly motivated and enthusiastic learners who develop an 
extensive range of skills they need for future learning. Staff fully embrace and 
support children's great interest in drawing and writing. They provide numerous 
activities that support children's pre-writing skills, for example, making and using 
modelling dough which develops their fine motor skills.

n Staff support children's physical development exceptionally well. For example, 
they teach children to balance on low-level stepping stones next to the garden 
fence, which enables them to look at wildlife on a nearby pond. Children 
thoroughly enjoy taking part in regular music and movement and yoga activities. 

n The manager has an exemplary oversight of the setting. She is extremely 
committed to providing children with high quality care and education. For 
instance, staff have further supported children's interest in art. They teach 
children about the creative styles of different artists such as Liechtenstein and 
Picasso which children recreate using printing resources and paint.

n Staff work extremely well in partnership with parents. They share information 
about children's progress, which parents use to support and further extend 
children's learning at home. Parents spoken to during the inspection are very 
happy with their children's care and learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 122428

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10312058

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Chipstead Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518164

Telephone number 07881 654 588

Date of previous inspection 19 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Chipstead Pre-School registered in 1992 and is located in Chipstead, Surrey. The 
setting is open from 9.15am until 2.45pm on Monday, Thursday and Friday, and 
from 9.15am until 12.15pm on Tuesday and Wednesday, during term time only. The 
pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for children aged three 
and four years. There are currently six staff employed, including the manager, of 
which five hold relevant childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathy Greenwood
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed how staff support children during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on their learning. 

n The inspector spoke with children, staff, parents and the manager at appropriate 
times during the inspection.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and a joint 
observation together.

n The manager and inspector discussed improvements that have been made to 
children's care and learning since the last inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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