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Inspection date: 21 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have a good knowledge and understanding of children and their families. For 
example, they offer home visits to find out more about children's backgrounds and 
their interests. The key person system is implemented effectively. Children arrive 
happy and eager to attend. They show that they feel safe and emotionally secure. 
Children have warm bonds with staff. This supports how children settle and enjoy 
their time at pre-school.

Staff use the indoor and outdoor spaces effectively. They have established routines 
and a structure to the day, which children understand well. Staff are positive role 
models. Children are happy and willing to play alongside them and show 
understanding of their expectations. They are well behaved at all times. For 
example, they line up as needed for transitions indoors and out. Children help tidy 
up and show respect for their toys and resources. They are kind to one another. 
Children benefit from a stimulating curriculum that encompasses all areas of 
learning. For example, staff support younger children in their developing listening 
and attention skills as they guess objects hidden in a bag. Children sing songs and 
rhymes and show confidence to join in with the actions. During registration 
sessions, children recognise the initial sounds of their names and learn to count 
and identify the sequence of numbers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is an effective leader who is supportive of her staff and their 
workload. Staff morale is high and the staff team work well together. Staff are 
ambitious for all children. This includes those speaking English as an additional 
language and those requiring additional support. Partnerships with parents, 
feeder schools and others involved in children's care are well established.

n Staff implement the curriculum well across all seven areas. They focus on 
children's developing physical abilities, language, and social skills. A top priority 
is given to helping children be aware of their individuality and uniqueness, 
cultural beliefs and independence. Children are keen to take part in their 
activities. They make friends easily. Children show readiness for the next stages 
of their learning. 

n Overall, staff support children's literacy awareness well. For example, staff 
develop activities to build on children's favourite stories. This includes having a 
tea party to familiarise children with the book 'The Tiger Who Came To Tea'. 
Staff help children to make dough with spices to represent 'The Gingerbread 
Man'. Later they read the story together at group time. Children are able to 
recognise the animals who appear in the story line and enjoy looking at the 
illustrations. Older children call out 'Run, run as fast as you can' to demonstrate 
that they know the repetitive verse. However, staff are not as confident to 
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extend these conversations even when it is clear children are keen to share 
ideas. For example, to extend children's language comprehension further.     

n Staff help children to develop skills for future learning. For instance, children 
practise developing dexterity as they design pictures with small wooden pieces. 
They carefully use small hammers and nails to achieve this. Children enjoy 
making dough with spices added. They confidently identify that they can smell 
'biscuits' and that the dough is 'squishy'. 

n Staff help children to be aware of healthy lifestyles. Children understand the 
importance of good hygiene practices and mealtimes are sociable occasions. 
Staff take time to build on learning during these times. For instance, children 
count their strawberries or identify that their sandwiches are cut into triangle 
shapes. Children take responsibility to clear up after eating. Children have fun 
learning during their regular opportunities to be outdoors.

n Children enjoy their physical play activities that also support their relationships 
together and their mental well-being. For example, during a music and 
movement sessions, children have plenty of fun. They listen carefully and show 
they can follow instructions well. For instance, children take the lead as they 
stretch, point toes, bounce, sit down and stand up. 

n Children show a positive attitude to their learning. They are motivated to join in 
with all they do. Children are respectful to staff and understand their 
expectations. For example, they follow the rules when playing a physical play 
game indoors. They know, for instance, to walk and not run for safety.

n Parents are positive about the care their children receive. They state 
communication is good and that their children flourish at pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to make more use of opportunities to extend conversations and 
build further on children's language comprehension and vocabulary.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 116826

Local authority Reading

Inspection number 10312304

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Emmer Green Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911585

Telephone number 01189015506

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Emmer Green Pre-School registered in 1965. It operates from the Youth and 
Community Centre in Emmer Green, near Reading, Berkshire. The pre-school is 
open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday during term times only from 9am to 
3pm. Children can attend for a range of sessions. The pre-school employs eight 
staff. Of these, one is an administrator. The other seven staff all hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3. The pre-school receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aileen Finan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector. They discussed the 
curriculum and the impact on children's learning.

n A joint observation was conducted. The manager explained how she supports 
her staff and how staff make assessments about the progress children make.

n The inspector observed staff interacting with children indoors and outdoors. She 
spoke with staff during the inspection.

n Relevant documentation was sampled including written feedback from parents. 
The inspector spoke with children and parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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