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Inspection of Little Woodland Tribe @
Long Melford Country Park

Long Melford Country Park, Borley Road, Long Melford, Suffolk CO10 9HH

Inspection date: 8 March 2024
Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children blossom in this welcoming setting. Leaders and staff have high
expectations for all children, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities. They provide children with a wealth of opportunities for outdoor
learning who thoroughly enjoy spending all their time playing outdoors. This helps
children to connect with nature and develop their understanding of the world. For
example, they are quick to notice changes in the trees as the seasons change.

Children show high levels of self-assurance. They confidently speak to visitors and
explain how old they were on their last birthday and what their age will be on their
next. Children behave well and have positive relationships with their peers. Older
children act as positive role models for the younger ones. For example, they remind
them of the rules of the setting and where in the forest they can go. Staff provide
children with plenty of praise and encouragement, helping to boost their self-
esteem and confidence.

Children are supported to tune into their environment. Staff encourage children to
listen to the different songs that birds sing and describe their different
characteristics. Children confidently name birds that they can see and hear. They
skilfully identify different trees and staff use these moments to support children's
mathematical development. For instance, they ask the children to compare
different sizes of buds that have grown on the trees.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Leaders plan a curriculum that focuses on the skills that children need to learn
next. This prepares them for the next stage in their learning, such as school.
Children start the session, by sitting on logs and singing the welcome song
where they welcome each person by name. This helps children to feel a sense of
belonging.

B Leaders gather information from parents when children start in the setting about
their needs, interests and development. However, staff do not always recognise
the benefit of seeking up-to-date information from parents and other settings to
enable them to plan more precisely for children's individual needs and learning.

m Children are curious learners, who demonstrate positive attitudes to learning.
They explore their surroundings with confidence. Staff help them to develop
their climbing and balancing skills and encourage age-appropriate risk-taking.
For example, children work cooperatively together to tie ropes between trees
and pull themselves up the slope, testing their abilities. Children have many
opportunities to learn how to keep themselves and others safe. For example,
staff teach children to use rubber hammers safely as they use them on the logs
in the forest.
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m Children are confident communicators. Staff model words and extend children's
language effectively. For example, when young children use single words, staff
repeat these back, adding extra words to the sentence. Staff use simple
Makaton sign language to support the development of spoken language for
those children who need additional support.

m Children explain the rules and boundaries to visitors, demonstrating a deep
understanding of how to keep themselves safe. For example, they explain that
when they are walking in the forest, they can run to the cherry tree but must
wait for further instructions as to where they can run next. This gives children
freedom and autonomy to explore their environment while maintaining
boundaries to keep them safe.

B Children use their imagination well. They invent stories of searching for a dragon
in the trees. Staff enthusiastically join in with the 'dragon hunt' as they look for
tracks in the mud. They introduce alternative words to children, such as 'creep’,
to help describe how they are moving slowly. Children later use these words in
their play, demonstrating that they understand their meaning.

W Staff provide opportunities throughout the day for children to freely develop their
mark making. For example, in the forest, the children use sticks to make marks
in the mud. Children use notepads and pencils to record any animals or insects
that they find. This helps to develop their hand-to-eye coordination and fine
motor skills in preparation for early writing.

B Partnerships with parents are particularly positive. Parents understand what their
children are learning and how they can support them at home. They discuss the
rapid progress that their children have made since starting at the setting.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to gather more information about children's ongoing needs to plan
precisely for their learning to help all children make even better progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2638939

Suffolk

10308626

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Sessional day care
2to5

12
18
Springfields Pre-School Limited

RP532152

07803514005
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Woodland Tribe registered in 2021. The setting runs from the grounds of
Long Melford Country Park, Suffolk. Six members of childcare staff work directly
with children. Five hold appropriate early years qualifications at level three or
above. The setting operates from Monday to Friday, during term time. Sessions are
from 9am until 3pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three-

and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shelly McDougall
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

B The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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