
Inspection of Christ Church Pre School 
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Inspection date: 18 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff greet children and parents at the main gate and receive any relevant 
information from parents to help them to care for the children effectively. Older 
children confidently wave goodbye to their parents or carers, place their belongings 
on their pegs and find their friends to begin their day of fun and learning. Younger 
children's parents take them to the door of their playroom, where they are greeted 
and welcomed into the exciting nursery environment. Those children needing a bit 
of extra support are encouraged and comforted by staff, who chat to them about 
their journey to nursery and what they did the evening before. 

Children are confident, and they know the nursery routines really well. Staff enable 
children to 'have a voice' within the nursery. For example, children use the book of 
equipment that staff have devised, to help choose which resources they want out 
the following week. This helps them to guide their own play and learning and to 
develop a strong sense of belonging. Children are polite towards each other. They 
share resources well and are supported by staff to understand how to resolve 
minor conflicts or problems. Staff have high expectations of the children's 
behaviour and remind them of the importance of being kind and caring. They plan 
an interesting curriculum that is based on children's individual learning and 
interests. As a result, children are engaged and busy throughout their nursery day. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There have been changes and improvements to the management structure 
within the nursery since the last inspection. The new manager is now supported 
by a deputy manager and two room leaders, who meet regularly to review all 
aspects of the provision. They consider improved ways of organising the nursery 
to ensure that children receive good-quality teaching and learning. All staff 
understand their roles and responsibilities and work well within their specific 
team.

n The high adult-to-child ratio ensures that all children, including those who 
require additional help, are well supported to enjoy their nursery experiences. 
Staff deployment is effective and, as a result, all children receive good-quality 
support and interactions. Many staff have worked at the nursery for a number of 
years, creating a strong and stable staff team. 

n Parents speak very highly of the staff and the managers. They comment that 
their children love attending the nursery and cannot wait to get there. Parents of 
children who require additional support state that staff are very knowledgeable 
about their children and assist them with seeking appropriate professional 
support, to help close gaps in their children's development.

n Staff enhance children's speech and communication skills from a very early age 
through stories, discussions, games and singing. They join in with joyful pretend 
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play, holding telephone conversations with the children about their work and 
where they are going. The children thoroughly enjoy these interactions and 
become fully engaged. On occasions, however, some staff do not use effective 
strategies to encourage children to think for themselves. Others ask too many 
questions to the children and do not give them time to consider or consolidate 
their answers. 

n Children are provided with good opportunities to experience learning outside of 
the nursery environment. They go for walks in the local area, visit shops, travel 
on a train to the next town and go to the post office to post letters. Visitors to 
the nursery, such as a dentist and a dental nurse, enable children to understand 
about people who help us. 

n Activities and resources indoors are very good and span all areas of learning. 
There is, however, less emphasis placed on providing a varied and exciting 
curriculum for children who learn better outdoors. The space available is limited, 
meaning that staff often focus on children's physical play, rather than ensuring 
that opportunities for other areas of learning are presented. Managers are 
considering ways of developing the outdoor area, to enable them to offer a 
wider curriculum. 

n Staff know the children well. They are knowledgeable about their interests, 
home lives and siblings. All children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are well supported to make good progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff demonstrate a very good knowledge of their responsibilities 
with regards to safeguarding and protecting children. They regularly update their 
safeguarding knowledge to ensure that they take swift and appropriate action, 
when they have concerns about a child's safety or welfare. Effective record keeping 
ensures a clear audit trail of communication between the setting and other 
professionals. The provider has effective recruitment and vetting procedures in 
place to ensure that new staff are suitable to fulfil their roles. Long-standing staff 
have their ongoing suitability reviewed on a regular basis. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the curriculum to ensure that children who learn better outdoors are 
provided with resources, activities and experiences that span all areas of 
learning 

n support staff to provide children with more opportunities and time to consider 
and consolidate their thoughts. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY495320

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10313822

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person Christchurch Pre-School Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906989

Telephone number 07905 610843

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Christ Church Pre School Nursery registered in 2015. The nursery employs 15 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 12 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above, including the manager who holds qualified teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term-time only. Sessions are from 9am to 
12pm and from 12.30pm to 3.30pm. Children are able to stay for lunch club, which 
runs from 12pm to 12.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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