
Inspection of 345@Hurlingham 
Nursery School
Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, London SW6 3PR

Inspection date: 28 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive at this welcoming nursery. Staff know children extremely well and 
show delight when discussing their key children. Children demonstrate the same 
enthusiasm as they arrive happily and excited to start their day. They become fully 
engrossed and thoroughly enjoy their games. Children show very positive attitudes 
to learning. During a music activity, children listen intently to adults and respond 
eagerly to staff instructions to adjust the pitch of their voices and move their 
bodies in different ways.

Children behave exceptionally well and are proud of carrying out routine activities, 
such as tidying up. For example, they independently clean tables and put toys 
away without prompting. They work in collaboration and offer help to those who 
are struggling with heavy items. They tell each other, 'This task needs two people, 
let me help you.' Staff provide meaningful praise, which builds children's self-
esteem and reinforces positive behaviour. In addition, children develop excellent 
self-help skills and independence. They prepare their own snack, carefully cutting 
up fruit and vegetables.

The manager and her team have very high expectations for all children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff use the curriculum 
and children's interests to plan enticing activities, which engage the children and 
extend their knowledge.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership and management are highly effective. The dedicated staff feel well 
supported. They receive regular supervision sessions, peer-on-peer observations, 
and training. This contributes to creating a very capable team.

n Staff are extremely knowledgeable about the children, their next steps in 
learning, and background. They find out what children can already do before 
they start attending, and work extremely closely with parents to ensure that 
each child makes the best possible progress. Parents receive regular, detailed 
information on their children's progress through reports, meetings and via apps.

n Parents are highly complimentary of the care provided to their children and of 
the progress they make. They describe the staff as 'inspirational', 'creative' and 
'caring'. They also comment on the great communication and say that they feel 
lucky to be a part of this exceptional nursery. Staff encourage parents to share 
their expertise. Parents come to the nursery to read stories to children or share 
cultural festivals and traditions.

n Children learn to become the respectful adults of tomorrow. For example, staff 
have set up a 'beauty salon' that is equipped with hairdressing resources, 
including pictures showing different cultural hair types and styles. In addition, 
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children are involved in the planning of the environment. They engage in 
discussions and learn about democracy as they vote for how they would like to 
organise the role-play areas.

n The bespoke curriculum is well embedded, and there is a sequenced approach to 
learning. Staff provide children with enriching experiences. For example, children 
learn about different 'persons of interest'. This includes people who made history 
in a variety of disciplines, such as the artist Frida Khalo. Children confidently 
recall their learning and comment, 'She was an artist from Mexico and she was 
very poorly because of a car accident.'

n Children have excellent opportunities to learn about expected behaviour and 
how to regulate themselves. For example, all staff wear lanyards with cards 
showing the nursery principles, and they use these with children to help them to 
understand what is right or wrong and why. There is also an 'emotions board', 
where children can go to identify how they are feeling and talk about it.

n Staff involve children in back-and-forth conversations, ask questions, and 
patiently wait for them to respond. Children are extremely good communicators. 
They are eager to share their thoughts and ideas with staff and visitors. All staff 
model an extensive range of vocabulary and children consistently hear and 
practise new words. For example, they delight in explaining how the self-
sustainable fish tank works.

n The large outdoor environment is breath-taking. Children make choices to play 
inside or outside, and have access to a superb range of outdoor resources. They 
have ample opportunities to run around in large spaces, climb, and eagerly 
explore the natural areas. This contributes to children being active, which 
enhances their physical development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2660821

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham

Inspection number 10332974

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person  345 Nursery School Balham LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533879

Telephone number 07721047949

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

345@Hurlingham Nursery School registered in 2021. It is located in the grounds of 
the Hurlingham Club, in the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. The 
nursery services are exclusively for members of the Hurlingham Club. The nursery 
operates as a sessional provision between 9am and 3.15pm, Monday to Friday, 
during term time only. All staff working with children hold relevant childcare 
qualifications at level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Damiana Cornacchia
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the setting's curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that it was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the nursery.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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