
Inspection of Holyrood Day Nursery 
Prestwich
425 Bury Old Road, Prestwich, MANCHESTER M25 1QP

Inspection date: 27 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

The curriculum is not embedded consistently throughout the nursery. For example, 
managers and staff recognise that some children need a little support to help them 
to develop their communication and language skills. However, they do not 
implement the curriculum well enough to help children catch up. As a result, some 
children do not develop their communication and language skills as well as they 
could. At other times, the curriculum is not planned well enough, which results in 
some children becoming disengaged and restless. This in turn does not help 
children to develop a consistently positive attitude to learning. This means the 
quality of education is not currently good enough. 

Managers and staff understand the importance of keeping children safe. They have 
addressed previous breaches by overhauling their policies to ensure that children 
are in sight or hearing at all times. This works very well in practice. For example, 
leaders ensure staff are effectively deployed, which means children are supervised 
at all times. Staff interact well with children and give them lots of attention, which 
helps children to feel settled and contented. However, occasionally, staff do not 
follow the nursery's procedures well enough. When babies tumble and hurt 
themselves, staff give them cuddles. However, they do not follow the nursery's 
procedures by applying a cold compress and recording the information. This does 
not fully assure children's care and health needs. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The newly appointed manager is committed and eager to make improvements. 
She has worked closely with leaders and staff to help secure improvements. For 
example, they have recently introduced a new curriculum that sets out what 
they want children to learn and achieve. Although they are moving in the right 
direction, more work is needed to give children the best start in their early 
education. 

n Books are a priority at the nursery, which helps children to experience the joy of 
reading from a very young age. For example, babies explore tactile books, board 
books and snuggle with staff as they share stories together. Babies also explore 
home-made books that include photos of their family members. This helps them 
to make connections with home as they begin to understand their own life story. 

n Leaders and managers have prioritised children's safety and welfare. Following a 
recent incident where a child was left unsupervised during a practice fire drill, 
leaders and managers tightened their procedures. Staff now do headcounts and 
check the register to ensure all children are accounted for. However, staff are not 
fully aware of other policies and procedures. For example, an internal gate is not 
securely locked, and accident procedures are not consistently followed. This 
hinders the effective management of children's health and well-being.   
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n A strength of the nursery is how the warmth permeates throughout. Children are 
extremely settled and thoroughly enjoy their time with the caring staff team. 
Staff have also created 'calming rooms' that provide children with a quiet place 
to relax. This works particularly well for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. For example, they have their own basket of toys that they 
can play with without any distractions. These rooms also give children time to 
self-regulate their behaviour. 

n Sometimes, children's learning is interrupted due to lack of curriculum planning 
and poor transitions. For example, as pre-school children come in from outdoor 
play, the routine is a little disorganised. As staff try to engage children in 
activities, such as story time, children are easily distracted, lose interest and 
become disengaged.    

n Despite staff being trained to screen children's communication and language 
skills, they do not use knowledge from training well enough. For example, some 
children who may need additional support are not assessed. As a result, they do 
not benefit from targeted activities or support to help them develop strong 
knowledge in their communication and language skills. 

n Children make good progress in their early mathematical development. Toddlers 
start to count with their fingers as they sing songs, such as 'Five Little Monkeys 
Jumping on the Bed'. As children reach pre-school, they count in sequence. 
Some children are also able to recognise three dots on the dominoes without 
counting them. These meaningful learning experiences give children the 
confidence to count. 

n Children's independence is promoted well throughout the nursery. For example, 
toddlers enjoy cutting play dough using knives and forks. This helps them to 
develop their techniques and master the tricky skill of feeding themselves at 
lunchtime.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's  
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure all staff understand and 
implement the nursery's policies and 
procedures, to help promote children's 
health and well-being.   

19/03/2024
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to assess children's communication and language skills more 
effectively, so they can provide timely support to help children catch up

n provide a consistently sequenced curriculum that motivates children to learn new 
skills and remain focused in their learning.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY370888

Local authority Bury

Inspection number 10334574

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 92

Number of children on roll 99

Name of registered person Thrive Childcare And Education Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900892

Telephone number 0161 773 7731

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Holyrood Day Nursery Prestwich registered in 2008. It is situated in Prestwich, 
Bury. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round, except for bank 
holidays. The nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
an appropriate early years qualification at level 6, one holds level 5, six hold level 3 
and five hold level 2. The nursery provides funded education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tricia Graham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and managers and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider. 

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspector observed the quality of education and the impact this has on 
children's learning. 

n Discussions were held with the leadership and management team. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector took account of parents' views of the nursery.  
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including staff suitability 

checks.   

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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