
Inspection of Olivers Lodge - Newport
The Youth Club, Newport Recreation Ground, Frambury Lane, Saffron Walden CB11 
3PU

Inspection date: 23 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the busy environment, superbly supported by staff who know 
them well and devote every minute of the day to meeting their needs. Children are 
confident little learners. They guide much of their own play and learning and help 
each other to achieve their chosen tasks. Children are extremely kind and caring 
towards each other. Staff expertly support children's emotional well-being. They 
help them to understand and regulate their feelings through using a range of 
strategies. As a result, children are able to articulate themselves well and tell each 
other if there is anything upsetting them. 

Staff have high expectations of the children and know their capabilities well. They 
ensure that activities and experiences are matched to what the children already 
know and can do. Staff effectively plan challenging activities to successfully 
enhance the children's learning even further. Managers and staff are extremely 
clear about the setting's curriculum and ensure that it is highly ambitious for every 
child. The curriculum aim is to empower children and to enable them to be 
responsible for their own learning and environment. Staff help children to become 
sociable young people who enjoy each other's company. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting operates a pre-school and out-of-school facility on site. Well-trained 
and proficient managers lead each aspect of the provision to a very high 
standard. A support manager helps to oversee effective staff monitoring, 
recruitment of new staff and staff support at each of the settings linked to the 
company. Staff share their views about being superbly supported and feeling like 
they are part of an 'Oliver's Lodge family'. They speak about feeling valued and 
knowing that they are able to voice their opinions in a safe space.

n Parents speak extremely highly of the management, staff and provision for their 
children. They comment on the professionalism of managers and how settled 
and content their children are. Parents who have children with specific medical 
needs cannot praise the management and staff highly enough for the way in 
which they meet their children's needs and provide a fully inclusive provision for 
them to enjoy their experiences.

n Children's knowledge and skills are expertly enhanced through the wide and 
exciting range of activities they are able to participate in. For example, pre-
school-age children regularly participate in forest-school activities. They learn 
about nature, develop an understanding of risks and lead some of their own 
learning. Children are very aware of safety rules and follow instructions well. 
Children learn how to count in different languages and have the opportunity to 
experience foods from different countries.

n Staff make excellent use of the local environment to further enhance children's 
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learning experiences. They visit the shops to purchase buns, go for walks in the 
fields surrounding the setting to visit some alpacas and visit other places of 
interest such as the church. 

n Children show respect for the environment and follow the nursery rules well. For 
example, they understand that when staff need their attention, they say a 
number rhyme and ask the children to look at them. Children respond and then 
listen attentively for the next instruction. Children follow familiar routines 
proficiently, such as waiting at a certain point in the field to form a circle and 
count all of those present before they enter the wooded area for their forest-
school activities. 

n Children attending the out-of-school provision and holiday club enjoy a range of 
experiences. Staff encourage them to input ideas and suggestions for themes 
and activities. They enjoy taking part in challenges, such as a 'bake off' 
competition to see who can make the best cake. Those who enjoy a game of 
football are able to use the surrounding field with staff to learn new footballing 
skills. 

n Children's literacy and mathematical skills are superbly enhanced through a 
range of well-considered activities and resources. Children have opportunities to 
make marks with a wide range of materials, indoors and outdoors. They use 
their walks in the woods to collect resources to add to the mathematics corner, 
such as pine cones and feathers to count and weigh. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY497380

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10308587

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Olivers Lodge Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901364

Telephone number 01799 540709

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Oliver's Lodge - Newport registered in 2016. The setting employs nine members of 
childcare staff, five of whom hold early years qualifications at level 2 and above, 
including one who holds qualified teacher status. The setting opens from Monday 
to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and from 3pm until 
6pm during term time for the out-of-school provision, from 8am until 6pm during 
school holidays and 7.30am to 3pm during term time for the pre-school.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes

Inspection report: Olivers Lodge - Newport
23 February 2024 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed all areas of the provision and discussed the safety and 
suitability of the premises. 

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about what they want children to learn.

n Children shared their views with the inspector.  
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together. 
n Parents provided the inspector with oral and written feedback. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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