
Inspection of Heyside Pre-school
St. Marks Church Hall, Oldham Road, Heyside, Royton, Oldham OL2 6LY

Inspection date: 1 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create a home-from-home environment where children feel happy and safe. 
Children wave their parents off at the front door and greet staff with cuddles. They 
cannot contain their excitement to play with their friends. Children show high levels 
of confidence and have a strong sense of belonging. Staff support children's 
personal, social and emotional development well. They are good role models and 
spend time helping children to manage their own feelings and emotions. Children 
talk about what makes them feel happy and excited. They look at books that reflect 
different feelings and they explain how to be a kind friend. Children behave well 
and show positive attitudes towards their learning.

Staff have high expectations for children's achievements. They provide children 
with an ambitious curriculum, that builds on what they know and can do. Older 
children immerse themselves into deep imagination while enacting the roles of 
chefs. They pretend to make food and discuss the ingredients. Younger children 
search for bugs outdoors and giggle while splashing in water. Staff encourage 
children to be independent. They help children to practise putting on their own 
coats. Children help to tidy toys away and take care of their belongings. They 
develop good skills in readiness for their next steps in learning, including their 
eventual move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders want the best of outcomes for children and their families. They reflect 
on the quality of the setting and put improvement plans in place. For example, 
leaders have worked hard to redevelop the play environment to improve 
children's interest in reading. This has been highly effective and children relish 
looking at books. They talk about the characters and are eager to share books 
with staff.

n In the main, staff provide children with a broad curriculum. They use what they 
know about children to keep them engaged and motivated to learn. Children 
enjoy the array of activities. They show fascination while making dough and 
while playing with sand. However, staff do not give the same attention to detail 
when implementing the curriculum for mathematics, as they do for other areas 
of learning. This means that children's experiences to develop concepts, such as 
counting, are not consistently embedded across the curriculum.

n Staff support children's large-muscle skills incredibly well. They provide activities 
to enhance children's balance and coordination skills. For example, children 
enjoy using the climbing frame. They show excellent physical dexterity while 
completing an assault course. Children are confident to learn new skills, such as 
how to walk up muddy hills without slipping.

n In the main, staff support children to be confident communicators. They speak 
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clearly to children and teach them new words. However, some staff ask children 
questions in quick succession and do not allow them enough time to respond. 
This does not support children's communication and language skills effectively.

n Staff teach children about the world around them. They help children to gain a 
good understanding of who they are and where they come from. Children talk 
about some of the ways that make them unique. For example, they look at their 
reflections and highlight how their eye, hair and skin colour is sometimes 
different to that of their friends. Children develop a good awareness of what it is 
like to live in modern Britain.

n Care practices are good. Staff teach children about the importance of living a 
healthy lifestyle. Children talk about the significance of eating fruit and 
vegetables. Staff model tooth brushing to children and sit with them while they 
clean their teeth. Children talk about visiting the dentist and gain an early 
awareness of good oral health.

n Staff teach children about the importance of respect, acceptance and tolerance. 
Children know what staff expect from them. They show care and kindness 
towards others. Staff help children to understand the importance of fundraising 
and charity work. Children help to collect food for the local food bank and learn 
about people who are less fortunate.

n The support in place for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) and children who speak English as an additional language is 
good. Leaders ensure that intervention plans are precise and are monitored with 
rigour. Children make good progress from their initial starting points. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the implementation of the curriculum, to broaden children's understanding 
of mathematical concepts 

n provide children with more time to think and respond to questions, to better 
support their communication and language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 508047

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10312066

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Heyside Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910569

Telephone number 01706 847 175

Date of previous inspection 19 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Heyside Pre-school registered in 1995 and is located in Royton, Greater 
Manchester. The setting opens during school term times, Monday to Friday, from 
8am to 3pm. The setting employs six members of staff. Of these, five hold early 
years qualifications at level 2 and above. The setting provides funded early years 
education for two-, three-and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Luke Heaney
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed adult-led activities and children during their play. 
n The inspector conducted a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n Discussions were held with the leadership and management team.
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including staff suitability 

checks.
n The inspector spoke with parents during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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