
Inspection of Field Of Dreams Nursery
St Sebastian's Catholic Primary School, Holly Road, LIVERPOOL L7 0LH

Inspection date: 15 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are eager to enter this friendly and welcoming nursery. They wave 
goodbye to their parents and carers and confidently enter the nursery rooms. Since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders and staff have noticed that children require more 
support settling in to nursery. Therefore, they have adapted their settling-in 
procedures and spend time getting to know their families. This helps children to 
form a sense of belonging and contributes to them feeling safe and secure in the 
nursery. Leaders and managers are passionate and committed to providing the best 
possible outcomes for children. Along with the staff, they monitor children's 
progress regularly and provide intervention at the earliest opportunity. As a result, 
all children make progress. 

Children's emotional well-being is well nurtured. Staff are responsive to children's 
needs. For example, when young babies become upset, staff immediately respond 
and calm them instantly. Staff praise children's positive behaviour and help them to 
manage their feelings. They also use books, such as the 'Colour Monster', to 
encourage children to talk about their feelings and emotions. Children behave well. 
Staff are proud of children's achievements and help them to celebrate. For 
example, when children succeed in cutting up their lunch, staff say, 'good cutting, 
well done.' 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from an interesting and balanced curriculum. The manager 
works with staff to create the intent of the curriculum. They constantly review 
this and make changes when necessary. Staff provide lots of opportunities for 
children to revisit and practise new skills. As a result, children are ready for their 
next stage of learning. 

n Staff provide a range of opportunities for children to develop their understanding 
of modern Britain. They learn about different festivals and ask parents to share 
their culture and celebrations so staff can implement these with children. The 
nursery provides a food bank for all families to access. Staff, parents and the 
wider community all contribute to this. This helps to support children's 
experiences of the wider world and helps them to be considerate towards 
others.

n The curriculum for physical development is strong. Children have access to low-
level climbing equipment, both indoors and outdoors. They show delight as they 
ride around the garden on bicycles, using their feet to push them along. Staff 
support children's fine motor skills as they provide pencils and chalks for children 
to make marks. These opportunities support children to build their muscles and 
develop coordination. 

n Children learn some routines such as washing their hands before meals. 
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However, not all routines and transitions are managed effectively. For example, 
when children are getting ready to go outside, staff are not deployed effectively 
to guide children on what they would like them to do. As a result, children are 
not occupied and become restless.

n Children are provided with opportunities to read stories and sing songs and 
rhymes. They enjoy filling in the gaps as staff pause when reading stories. Staff 
use questions as children play to encourage conversation. Furthermore, staff 
assess children's communication and language skills and make necessary 
referrals to professionals where appropriate. Children's language is developing 
well. 

n Leaders support the development of the staff team through regular supervision 
and training opportunities. The manager and deputy manager are present in the 
nursery rooms. This helps them to gain an overview of staff practice and provide 
coaching where necessary. Staff say managers are supportive and they feel 
valued. This has a positive impact on the care children receive. 

n Partnership working is strong. The nursery has extremely strong links with the 
attached school. Pre-school children spend afternoons in the Reception class. 
This contributes to a smooth transition when children are ready to move on to 
the school. Links with the local authority and other professionals are robust. This 
supports staff's ongoing professional development and helps children receive any 
required external support.

n Parents speak positively about the nursery. Staff share photos and daily 
information, such as meals, on the nursery app. They also share next steps with 
parents annually in a report. However, they do not keep parents up to date on 
children's emerging next steps. This means that parents do not always know 
how to extend their children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the organisation of routines and activities so that children are 
consistently engaged in quality learning experiences

n strengthen the information already shared with parents to help parents know 
and understand their child's next steps and how they can extend children's 
learning at home. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY475813

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10312207

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 66

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person
The Federation of St Cuthberts and St 
Sebastians Catholic Primary School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533421

Telephone number 0151 264 8945

Date of previous inspection 24 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Field Of Dreams Nursery registered in 2004. It is run by the federation of St 
Cuthbert and St Sebastian's Catholic Primary School. The nursery is open each 
weekday, from 7.45am to 5.45pm, all year round, except for public holidays and 
one week at Christmas. The nursery employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jade Patten
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the manager and leaders about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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