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Inspection of Town Street Playgroup

The Methodist Centre, Hawthorn Road, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS7 4PH

Inspection date: 9 February 2024
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Outstanding



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in the exceptionally warm and welcoming environment that the
manager and staff provide for them. Children display high levels of confidence and
self-esteem and demonstrate that they feel safe and secure in staff's care. They
come into the setting excited and eager to participate in the wide range of activities
planned for them. Children and families forge excellent relationships with the kind,
caring and nurturing manager and staff, who have an in-depth understanding of
their individual needs. The manager and staff focus on gathering detailed
information about children's interests and specific needs, which they use to shape
children's experiences at playgroup.

Children benefit from the rich learning experiences and ambitious curriculum that
the staff and manager plan for them. Children immerse themselves completely in
activities led by adults and show high levels of curiosity during independent play.
For example, children excitedly create and perform theatre productions with their
peers. Children purchase tickets at the theatre kiosk, where they use their excellent
mathematical skills to work out how much their tickets cost. Staff are on hand to
support younger children who are developing their number recognition. Staff
skilfully support older children to complete simple addition and subtraction
equations. Children are making excellent progress and are very well prepared for
their eventual move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children develop extensive skills and knowledge across all seven areas of
learning. The manager and staff gather detailed information about each child
from their starting points and know them extremely well. They use their detailed
knowledge of each child to provide an ambitious curriculum that is targeted to
their individual needs. Staff skilfully break down each skill that they want
children to learn into small steps. They differentiate these steps according to
each child's stage of learning. This helps to build on each child's knowledge over
time until they achieve their goal.

B Staff support children to develop a love of reading. They provide books that
cover the different topics that children are learning about, to extend their
knowledge and skills. Children read familiar books independently and use the
pictures to retell stories. During group reading times, children listen intently to
staff as they read with enthusiasm. Staff emphasise key words that the
characters use in the book and encourage children to consider what they are
saying and why. This helps to broaden children's vocabulary and challenges their
thinking.

m Children develop a deep understanding of their feelings and emotions. For
example, they read stories with staff and talk about the different emotions that
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the characters are feeling. Staff extend their learning well during creative
activities, where they explore the similarities and differences between people.
They talk about how they are feeling and encourage children to compare a
range of feelings and emotions during small-group activities. Children
demonstrate a strong awareness of their emotions and express these well.

B Partnership working with parents is remarkable. The manager and staff have
daily conversations with parents about their child's progress. They meet
regularly with parents to discuss their child's development and include them in
making decisions about what their child learns next. The manager provides
parents' meetings, where they discuss effective strategies that can help to
support their child's development at home. The manager shares a weekly
newsletter, which has links to online resources that parents can use with their
child at home. Children also have access to an extensive learning library, where
they can choose different activities and stories to take home.

B The playgroup is highly inclusive. The manager and staff work closely with local
schools to identify effective ways to prepare children for their move to school.
They work collaboratively with external professionals to ensure that there is
early intervention for children who require additional support. This helps to
ensure that all children, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities, receive the targeted support that they need in their learning.

B The manager provides staff with excellent opportunities to access support,
coaching and training for their continued professional development. For
example, staff complete their own research and undertake further training to
maintain their very high standards and quality of teaching. They share what they
have learned with the rest of the staff team during staff meetings and training
days.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY292611

Leeds

10312180

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

30
32
Calvert, Deborah Margaret

RP904891

07746 171 456
23 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Town Street Playgroup registered in 2004. The playgroup employs six members of
childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2
or 3. The playgroup opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions
are from 9am to 3pm on Monday, Thursday and Friday, and from 9am to midday on
Tuesday and Wednesday. The playgroup provides funded early education for two-,

three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jennifer Dove
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the manager.

B The inspector talked to parents, children and staff at appropriate times during
the inspection and took account of their views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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