
Inspection of YMCA Showroom Pre-
School Playgroup
Ymca Lincolnshire, The Showroom, Tritton Road, Lincoln LN6 7QY

Inspection date: 12 January 2024 - 20 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy from the moment they arrive at the nursery. They benefit from 
familiar staff welcoming them and helping them to quickly settle. Children use their 
developing social skills to greet their friends and, together, they confidently select 
their activities from the range of age-appropriate resources on offer. Children 
behave well and follow staff's direction, with little hesitation. This helps to keep 
them safe. For instance, children walk closely alongside staff when moving between 
rooms within the nursery building.

Children enjoy playing together, using their developing imagination to act out a 
narrative during their role play. They are supported by attentive staff who play 
alongside them, extending their ideas and vocabulary. For example, when a child 
pours a pretend cup of lemonade, staff quickly respond saying 'thank you, mmm, 
yummy' as they drink from the cup. Other children practise their hand dexterity and 
small-muscle control as they scoop and pour oats from one container to another. 
Staff recognise when children show a new interest in their play, such as 
transporting objects. They allow children to move oats between different areas of 
the room, away from what their original purpose was, knowing that this is helping 
children to make connections in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Through the effective assessment of children's learning and development, the 
manager has devised a curriculum that helps children to secure age-appropriate 
knowledge and skills. She has made sure that information-sharing systems work, 
so that all staff are aware of children's care needs and next steps in learning. 
Staff use this information to make sure their teaching interactions are 
meaningful and relevant for each individual child.

n Staff use a range of assessment and teaching strategies to support children's 
good communication and language development. They are trained to use a 
screening tool that helps them to measure children's progress in relation to their 
language acquisition and understanding. From this, staff plan appropriate 
activities to support children's learning. 

n Staff know how to help children when they learn a new skill. They break learning 
goals down into achievable chunks, so that children can easily build on what 
they know and can do. For instance, when teaching children to move forwards 
on a push-along vehicle, staff first teach children what direction forwards is. 
They then model the movement needed and position children's feet so they can 
propel forwards.

n Staff allow children time to independently explore resources so they can practise 
their new skills and follow their individual interests in learning. This is beneficial 
for most children. However, some children, specifically those with special 
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educational needs and/or disabilities, struggle to focus and concentrate during 
these times. As a result, they are not as deeply involved in meaningful learning 
when compared to their peers. That said, children's behaviour across the nursery 
is consistently positive. Children's lack of engagement does not lead to 
disturbance for the wider group. 

n Staff read a story of the week. This helps children to learn new language and 
contributes to them developing a love of books. Staff plan activities linked to the 
text, which furthers children's learning and development. For instance, staff 
support children's scientific understanding of the concepts of 'strong' and 'weak' 
as children build houses for the three little pigs. 

n Staff are caring and respond positively to children. They are attentive to their 
care needs and offer affection and support when children need it. This care and 
attention contribute towards children developing good self-esteem and emotional 
security.

n Staff ensure that children benefit from a healthy diet. Children have access to 
fresh drinking water throughout the day. Staff provide gentle reminders about 
good hygiene practices, such as why children need to wash their hands before 
they eat. Children are learning how to take care of their bodies.

n Staff build positive partnerships with parents through a variety of ways. For 
example, they invite parents into the setting to show and explain how children 
learn through play. This helps parents to support their children's learning at 
home. That said, some parents say that they would like more information about 
their child's development, and some parents are slightly confused about who 
their child's key person is. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n adapt the organisation of times during the day where children independently 
access resources so that all children benefit from meaningful and focused 
learning 

n strengthen systems for sharing information so that all parents know who their 
child's key person is and feel sufficiently informed about their child's 
development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2653836

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10308728

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Lincolnshire Y.M.C.A Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909389

Telephone number 01522 508360

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

YMCA Showroom Pre-School Playgroup registered in 2021 and is located in Lincoln. 
The nursery employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold early 
years qualifications at level 3 and two at level 2. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday, 8am to 6pm, all year round. It provides funded early years education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Eleanor Hutton
Charlotte Whalley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to the staff at appropriate times during the inspection and 
took account of their views.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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