
Inspection of Bright Beginnings Day 
Nursery and Preschool
Sunningdale Road, Balby, DONCASTER, South Yorkshire DN4 8DR

Inspection date: 20 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders and managers have devised a curriculum that helps children to develop a 
good range of skills to support their future learning. The ongoing monitoring of 
children's progress from their unique starting points helps each child to achieve. 
Potential gaps in children's development are swiftly identified. Staff implement 
focused, personalised learning plans and make referrals for external support when 
needed. This ensures that children with special educational needs and/disabilities 
are supported to catch up with their peers. For children who speak English as an 
additional language, staff support their communication skills through a range of 
strategies. These include signs, gestures and objects. Children feel valued as staff 
play songs in their home language.

Effective settling-in procedures, support children to feel safe and secure. The 
continual exchange of clear information about each child, results in their needs 
being met. Staff encourage children to learn how to share, take turns and develop 
good behaviour and social skills. Staff teach children about sustainability, which 
includes growing and cultivating plants and vegetables. Initial experiences for 
younger children focus on them exploring compost and developing their physical 
skills as they fill and empty pots. Pre-school children's learning is extended as they 
learn what plants need to grow and flourish. They plant seeds in pots of soil, water 
them, and place them in the sun. Children confidently explain how to care for the 
plants to help them successfully grow.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers are committed to supporting staff's well-being as well as 
their continuous professional development. They are committed to maintaining 
good-quality care and learning for all children. 

n Babies are supported to develop their core strength and stability to support their 
progression with movement and motor skills. They are encouraged to learn to 
sit, crawl, pull themselves up to stand, and walk. They are also provided with 
opportunities to develop their physical skills and coordination when playing with 
puzzles or making marks with the chalks. 

n Staff spend a lot of time using simple language with two-year-old children. They 
help children to associate words with objects or movements. They also repeat 
unclear words back to children and use Makaton signs to help to increase their 
vocabulary.

n Books are purposefully chosen for the learning opportunities they can provide, 
linked to the curriculum. However, when staff advise children that it is story 
time, there is no expectation for them to participate in this valuable experience. 
While some children choose to listen to the story, others choose not to and are 
allowed to play elsewhere. This results in staff not consistently supporting all 
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children to learn to listen attentively and respond to familiar stories and rhymes.
n Children are continually supervised, especially when moving between different 

areas. This helps to keep them safe. Children aged under three are taught how 
to safely navigate the stairs under the direct supervision of staff. They further 
practise these skills as they learn how to navigate small steps on the indoor and 
outdoor slides.

n Staff plan interesting activities to help children to develop a range of skills and 
knowledge. Each child's key person understands their needs and abilities and 
supports them to build on their prior knowledge. However, there are times when 
staff do not notice quieter, more-reserved children who choose to stand on the 
edges looking in. This results in some children not consistently engaging in the 
range of quality experiences offered. 

n While children choose which of the planned activities to participate in, they have 
fewer opportunities to freely access other experiences and resources. This 
means that children are not always able to fully explore and develop their own 
play.

n Partnerships with parents are warm and welcoming. Parents feedback very 
positively and report that their children thoroughly enjoy attending. The 
continual exchange of information with parents about children's individual 
progress and future learning experiences, helps parents to continue to support 
their learning at home.  

n Older children use natural resources and recall prior learning when they use their 
imagination to create a nature 'soup'. They are encouraged to follow simple 
recipe sheets as they add flowers, herbs and water. Children confidently use a 
variety of tools to squash and squeeze the ingredients. When children are happy 
with their creation, they carefully help each other to pour it into containers.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide consistent opportunities for children to listen attentively and respond 
with comprehension to familiar stories, rhymes and songs 

n support staff to implement consistent routines that include more time for 
children to freely access resources of their choice alongside those that have 
been planned for them

n clarify how staff will more-effectively identify and encourage quieter children to 
engage in the quality experiences provided.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY290457

Local authority Doncaster

Inspection number 10317015

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 128

Name of registered person Bright Beginnings Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903960

Telephone number 01302 850666

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bright Beginnings Day Nursery and Preschool registered in 2004 and is located in 
Balby, Doncaster. The nursery employs 22 members of childcare staff. Of these, 17 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from 
7am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Melanie Arnold
Jo Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager and inspectors completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspectors during the inspection. 
n The deputy manager and inspector carried out a joint observation during a 

planned activity. 
n The inspectors talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account 

of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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