
Inspection of Hampstead Garden 
Suburb Pre-School
Free Church Hall, Northway, LONDON NW11 6PB

Inspection date: 20 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and settled, ready to start their session at this pre-school. 
Staff welcome children warmly with big smiles. They help children to build trusting 
relationships with adults and their peers, which helps children to feel safe and 
secure. Staff know children well. Leaders and staff design a broad and ambitious 
curriculum which effectively links children's interests to what they want children to 
learn next. For example, some children have an interest in construction. Staff 
provide opportunities for children to build with blocks and bricks. They help 
children to use measuring tapes to find out how tall the constructions are that they 
build. Staff help children to compare sizes and write down numbers, where 
appropriate. This helps children to make good progress in their development and 
ensures that they are curious and motivated learners. This includes children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities and children who speak English as an 
additional language.

Children behave well and share space and resources successfully. For example, 
they wait for their turn to use wheeled toys. Children are respectful and help one 
another. For example, some children help to bring water bottles for their peers. 
Staff support children's sense of belonging and feeling of being an important part 
of this pre-school in various ways. For instance, they encourage children to self-
register on arrival and display their artwork around the class.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff are dedicated to providing good-quality care and education to 
all children. They have worked tirelessly to make all needed improvements to 
ensure that all children have opportunities to achieve all that they can. Staff feel 
they receive good support and are given meaningful professional development 
opportunities. 

n Staff help children to develop a strong interest in books. Children like to explore 
books independently, and often ask staff to read books of their choice. Staff help 
children to recall the main events and characters as they re-enact favourite 
stories in their imaginative play and during planned activities. For example, they 
go for a bear hunt in the nearby woodlands or make fruit kebabs for the hungry 
caterpillar. 

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language well. They give 
children time to respond to questions asked of them. Staff introduce new words 
regularly. This helps children to increase the range of their vocabulary. However, 
at times, staff do not engage quieter children as much as possible, which does 
not continually help to build confidence in their own abilities, especially during 
group activities. 

n Children benefit from regular, vigorous physical activities. The outdoor area is 
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used well to support children's physical development. Children make choices to 
play indoors or outdoors. They enjoy exploring different textures, such as soil as 
they plant seeds or make mud pies. They say, 'We have so much fun,' as they 
climb and balance on provided apparatus. 

n Staff prepare children for the next stages of their learning. Children have plenty 
of opportunities to strengthen their small-muscle skills and practise their mark-
making skills, which prepares them for future writing. For example, children roll 
and knead play dough enthusiastically. They paint and draw using one-handed 
tools, with increasing control. Staff help children to use scissors confidently. 

n Children learn about healthy lifestyles and self-care. They demonstrate that they 
know the handwashing routines and follow these carefully. Older children 
manage their own toileting with confidence. Leaders and staff work closely with 
parents to ensure that packed lunches contain balanced meals.

n Staff are good role models of expected behaviour. They regularly remind children 
about behavioural rules of the pre-school. They praise children for their 
achievements. However, at times, staff give children praise that is generic and 
unclear, without additional context. This means that, occasionally, children do 
not learn what they have done well.

n Partnerships with parents are strong and effective. Parents are fully involved in 
all aspects of their children's learning and development. They provide staff with 
details about their children's experiences at home. Staff use this information, 
together with their observations, to effectively assess children's stages of 
development. They plan next steps and provide purposeful opportunities that 
support children's development effectively. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support quieter children, to help build confidence in their own abilities and in 
group situations

n strengthen staff's knowledge about their use of praise so that children are clear 
what they have done well.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY338293

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10284538

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person
Hampstead Garden Suburb Pre-School 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535420

Telephone number 07785 995 412

Date of previous inspection 13 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Hampstead Garden Suburb Pre-School registered in 2006. It is located in the 
London Borough of Barnet. The pre-school operates from 8.30am to 2.30pm 
weekdays, with the option for children to stay for shorter hours. The provider 
employs six staff, four of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications. The pre-
school receives funding for free early years education for children aged two, three 
and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Agnes Wink
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders and 
has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school. 

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views. 

n The inspector reviewed the documentation relating to staff's suitability and 
recruitment. 

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.   

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager and discussed the 
pre-school's curriculum. 

n The inspector and the manager observed staff's teaching practice and children's 
learning during a joint observation. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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