
Inspection of The Barn Nursery School
Greenstead Farm, Crocklands, Halstead CO9 1QY

Inspection date: 13 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The providers and staff place children at the heart of their highly ambitious 
curriculum. Staff's knowledge and dedication ensure that teaching practice is 
continuously outstanding. Children rapidly develop excellent levels of confidence 
and resilience as well as exceptional communication skills. Staff demonstrate an 
excellent understanding of their key children and skilfully tailor the curriculum to 
ensure that they continually build on what children know and need to learn next. 
As a result, all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), make exceptional progress from their starting points. Children 
display high levels of confidence and resilience as they learn how to safely use 
carpentry tools and glue guns to create intricate wooden structures. They talk 
confidently about what they are doing, showing immense pride in their 
achievements.

Children's behaviour is excellent. For example, when staff want to gain the 
attention of the babies, they ask them to 'freeze', demonstrating this with arms 
raised in the air. All the babies immediately stop what they are doing, and promptly 
raise their arms. This shows their excellent awareness of the routine and their 
understanding of staff's expectations. Children arrive eager to start their day and 
happily bid their parents goodbye. They settle quickly and show extremely high 
levels of emotional well-being and security.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children of all ages are eager and highly motivated to learn. Older children 
demonstrate their 'can-do' attitudes and persevere when faced with challenges. 
For example, they keep adding large pebbles to metal buckets suspended from 
beams in the roof to balance them. Staff encourage children to try different 
combinations of pebbles in a bid to add equal weight in each bucket. 

n Babies confidently tackle challenges that help them to develop skills for their 
future. For example, they try to put on their own socks, gently supported by 
staff who know when to step back and let them try for themselves and when to 
offer help. This helps babies to develop resilience and have confidence in their 
own abilities.

n Partnerships with parents and carers are excellent. Parents spoken to during the 
inspection and those who sent in written testimonials were full of praise for the 
opportunities their children have in their learning. Parents comment on the 
noticeable increase in their children's confidence and self-esteem that helps to 
support their emotional well-being. 

n The providers are passionate and highly driven. They have set themselves and 
staff exceptionally high standards. Staff make the most of all opportunities to 
further extend their training and practice. Regular team meetings and 
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discussions enable staff to share new learning and ideas. This helps to ensure 
that children receive excellent care and an abundance of opportunities that 
support their learning and development. Staff share how valued they feel and 
the many positive ways the providers show their appreciation and support their 
mental health. This helps to promote excellent levels of staff morale and means 
that staff turnover is exceptionally low. 

n The providers have worked exceptionally hard to ensure that any children with 
SEND receive the very best support. Careful recording and planning help staff 
and parents to document children's individual journeys, including the areas they 
need additional help in. Consequently, support and funding are sought in a 
timely manner to help children to begin to close gaps in their learning. 

n Staff provide a wealth of experiences for children to develop secure skills to 
support their future learning. They carefully sequence steps to ensure that 
children build firm foundations first, before tackling more complex tasks. For 
example, children learn how to climb a small stepladder and how to use cutting 
equipment before putting these skills into practice. Consequently, children 
confidently take on tasks, assessing the possible risks to keep themselves and 
others safe. 

n Children enjoy playing outside in the fresh air. Staff ensure that children wear 
protective clothing, such as waterproof trousers and wellington boots, to enable 
children, including babies, to explore the natural world as they wish. For 
example, older children delight in finding new ways to climb up and slide down 
an inviting mud hill. Babies and toddlers explore water, bark and sand in trays 
outside that excite and motivate them to find new ways to splash and move the 
materials about.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding which puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY490758

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10305482

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 76

Number of children on roll 119

Name of registered person The Barn Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534695

Telephone number 07444781027

Date of previous inspection 22 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Barn Nursery School registered in 2015. The nursery employs 35 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six, including the providers and manager, hold qualified 
teacher status, two hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 6, and 11 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday during term time. Sessions are from 7.45 am to 4pm. The nursery provides 
funded education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Buckingham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The providers, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the provision and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The provider spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the provision with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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