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What is it like to attend this school

Staff treat everyone as an individual. This develops pupils’ character and personal
confidence. All pupils have education, health and care (EHC) plans. Staff understand
their needs and provide effective pastoral support. Pupils and staff form respectful
relationships. This ensures that the vast majority of pupils show commitment to
learning and work hard. Typically, pupils demonstrate great manners. The longer
pupils are at the school the better their attendance becomes.

Pupils experience a broad curriculum. Staff help pupils deepen their reading, writing,
mathematics and science knowledge. Beyond this, pupils learn other subjects such
as history, philosophy and ethics, bushcraft and car mechanics. Cooking is a
favourite for many pupils. Others enjoy enterprise projects to raise money for charity
or plan offsite activities. Staff structure lunchtimes to support pupils’ individual
needs. Many enjoy board games, including chess, or clubs such as art and craft or
music. Pupils benefit from the wide-ranging sports facilities and expansive grounds
of Boveridge College, in which the school’s two sites are located.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The proprietor body ensures that the school is well led. It conducts regular checks
on the school’s effectiveness and takes action to address any relative weaknesses
when they arise. The buildings are in good order. The school meets the independent
school standards in full and complies with Section 10 of the Equality Act 2010.

Over the last year, leaders’ work to increase the ambition of subject curriculums is
proving highly effective. For example, pupils are learning much more in English and
history as a result. Pupils remember what they learn and apply this knowledge well.
This helps them to master new learning effectively. There are consistent systems in
place to assess what pupils know and can do. Typically, staff use this information to
ensure that pupils learn the essential knowledge that they need to know next. This
is particularly the case in the academic curriculum. However, there are other
educational programmes where the implementation of the curriculum is less secure,
for example in what the school calls ‘life skills” and ‘key skills”.

Reading underpins every subject curriculum. The teaching of phonics ensures that
pupils at the early stages of reading get the support they need to read accurately.
Across the school, pupils learn how to interpret the texts they read. This ensures
that they can study successfully for their GCSEs and functional skills qualifications at
key stage 4. Recent work to further develop pupils’ writing is making a positive
difference. A range of vocational curriculums are being developed, such as animal
care.

Notably, there has been substantial change in recent months, including new staffing
and a new site with additional classrooms for key stage 4 pupils. The proprietor is
managing these changes effectively. However, it has been a lot for pupils and
parents and carers to take on board. Typically, on both school sites pupils learn very
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well. However, a minority of parents and carers report that there are occasions
where the implementation of parts of pupils’ individualised learning plans and
therapies are less effective. Others say that the effectiveness of the school’s
communication to parents has dipped. The proprietor is taking action to address
these things, but also recognises that there is more to do to put this right.

Specialist staff check that the planned approaches to foster positive behaviour are in
place. As a result, staff routinely model and support pupils to regulate their
behaviour well. Incidents of poor behaviour have reduced considerably over time.
Suspensions are rare. There are robust systems and processes in place to monitor
pupils” attendance. Most pupils attend well. When new pupils arrive, there are
detailed arrangements to ensure that their induction into school is smooth. However,
there are occasions when pupils could progress to full-time education more quickly.

Pupils benefit from impartial careers advice. They are well prepared for their next
stage of education or employment. Most pupils move on to their first-choice college
placements. There are many strands to the school’s work to develop pupils
personally. The school’s personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education and
relationships, sex and health education curriculums include everything they should.
Pupils learn a lot about fundamental British values, law, equalities, different faiths,
keeping safe and managing finances. However, the school’s work to bring all these
aspects of the curriculum together in a more cohesive and coordinated curriculum is
at an early stage.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

B There are some weaknesses in the organisation of the curriculum, including in
PSHE education. On occasion, teaching does not build on what pupils need to
know next or it does not provide pupils with the precise specialist approach they
need. This slows a minority of pupils’ learning down. The proprietor must ensure
that the school is consistently successful in providing all pupils with a high-quality
education, so that pupils’ individual needs are routinely met across every aspect
of the school’s curriculum.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Inspection report: The Beeches School 4
23 to 25 January 2024


http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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Information about this school

B The Beeches School is on two sites within the 50-acre grounds of Aurora
Boveridge College. The key stage 3 building is in the centre of the College. Key
stage 4 pupils learn at what the school calls *The Cottages’, a 15-minute walk or
short mini-bus drive away.

B The principal of Boveridge College oversees the work of the headteacher of The
Beeches school. The chair of governors and a number of centrally employed staff
within the Aurora group also quality assure the work of the school.

B The school’s first standard inspection took place in January 2020, when it was
judged to be good, with all independent school standards met. There have been a
number of significant staffing changes since. The current headteacher started her
post in September 2022. A new deputy headteacher started post in January 2024.
Some teachers are relatively new to the school.

m All pupils who attend the school have an EHC plan. Pupils are placed at the school
by their representative local authorities.

B The school caters for pupils with diagnoses of autism and/or social, emotional and
mental health needs. There is on-site professional therapy support.

B The school uses one unregistered alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with the principal of Boveridge College, the headteacher of The
Beeches school and a range of school staff to discuss aspects of the school’s
work. An inspector also met with the chair of the proprietor body and the chair of
governors and held telephone conversations with representatives from Dorset,
and Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole local authorities and a designated
officer for safeguarding in Dorset.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in English (including reading), mathematics,
science and PSHE. For each deep dive, inspectors held discussions about the
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curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to pupils about
their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

B An inspector also examined the scope of the history curriculum by looking at
curriculum plans and pupils” work, and speaking to leaders.

B An inspector listened to pupils from key stage 3 read to an adult.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B Inspectors conducted a range of activities to confirm whether the independent
school standards were met in full. This included health and safety checks of the
premises, risk assessments, record-keeping for behaviour management,
attendance and supervision during social times.

B Inspectors considered responses to the online survey for parents, Ofsted Parent
View. There were no responses from to the online staff survey.

Inspection team

Julie Carrington, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector
Gill Hickling Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: The Beeches School 8
23 to 25 January 2024


mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ofsted

