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Inspection of a good school: Moorthorpe 
Primary School With Inclusion Resource 
Regent Street, Moorthorpe, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF9 2BL 

 
  
Inspection dates: 7 and 8 February 2024 
 

Outcome 
 
Moorthorpe Primary School With Inclusion Resource continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Moorthorpe Primary School With Inclusion Resource is a friendly and welcoming school. 
The school has established high expectations focused on being ready, respectful and safe. 
Pupils behave with kindness and respect towards adults and each other. They enjoy the 
rewards that are on offer, for example sharing hot chocolate in the staffroom with the 
headteacher. Working closely with the inclusion resource, adults help pupils to manage 
their own feelings and behaviour well. When pupils struggle to manage their behaviour, 
skilled adults help them to get back on track. 
 
The school has implemented a curriculum that helps pupils to secure an increasingly deep 
knowledge of the subjects that they study. For example, pupils use their knowledge of the 
techniques of artist, Peter Thorpe, to create their own pieces. Pupils’ understanding of 
how to apply these techniques using mixed media is impressive.  
 
The school provides lots of opportunities for pupils to explore their interests. Pupils 
benefit from a range of clubs including a book club, netball and choir. Regular ‘inspire’ 
sessions bring parents and pupils together to share learning. For example, in one class, 
parents worked alongside their children to help develop pupils’ writing skills. These shared 
learning opportunities contribute to the welcoming and inclusive culture in the school.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
The school has established an ambitious curriculum for all pupils. Adults have identified 
the most important things pupils need to learn and remember in all subjects. For 
example, in art, pupils develop their understanding of techniques such as scoring and 
using a slip to create more-complex sculptures. In mathematics, pupils use sentence 
stems to help explain their thinking. This helps pupils to understand the steps involved in 
the mathematical processes that they study. However, the school’s ambition for the 
curriculum has not been fully realised in all subjects. In some subjects, the way 
knowledge is explained and demonstrated is not as precise as it could be. In these 
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subjects, some pupils are less secure in their learning. The school has recently reviewed 
the curriculum for mathematics. This curriculum is supporting pupils to become fluent 
mathematicians. However, the school’s ambition for mathematics is not yet fully in place. 
Sometimes, the way that new learning is explained and demonstrated for pupils lacks 
precision. Pupils are not secure enough in some aspects of their mathematics knowledge.  
 
Reading is a priority in this school. Leaders make sure that staff get the training that they 
need to help pupils to learn to read. In early years, adults help children to get off to a 
flying start by learning phonics and beginning to read simple words. Children enjoy 
receiving the ‘book bear’ to take home. This is encouraging children to read more often. 
The books children read are matched to the sounds that they know. Leaders ensure all 
pupils practice reading every day. When pupils struggle, skilled adults provide the right 
support to help them to catch up. Pupils enjoy the stories that adults read to them. Pupils 
talk about shutting their eyes and ‘getting lost in the words’. Pupil librarians help organise 
the school library. The wide choice of books inspires pupils to read at home. Interesting 
books are everywhere in this school.  
 
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) learn the same ambitious 
curriculum as their peers. If pupils have different starting points, the school makes sure 
that they learn a curriculum that is right for them. Pupils in the school’s inclusion resource 
receive support that is tailored to their needs. This is helping pupils to develop their 
language and communication skills.  
 
In early years, adults help children develop their mathematical skills by giving them lots of 
opportunities to explore number. Children use sentence stems to compare numbers of 
objects. This is helping children to share their impressive mathematical thinking. The 
school has prioritised the social and emotional development of children in early years. 
Children consistently cooperate well together. For example, when creating a collaborative 
piece of art, children shared resources and supported each other to make different kinds 
of brush strokes.  

Pupils enjoy the many leadership opportunities available to them. Some work as head 
boys and girls, acting as role models for others. Some contribute as prefects, helping to 
make sure that the school runs smoothly. These roles are helping pupils to become citi-
zens of the future. The curriculum for personal, social and health education helps pupils 
to understand how to stay safe online. Pupils talk with enthusiasm about the different 
scenarios that they discuss to explore moral issues. This is helping pupils to understand 
difference. One pupil summed this up saying, ‘everyone is different in their own kind of 
way, so we should treat everyone equally’.  

Those responsible for governance share leaders’ ambitions for pupils. Staff workload and 
well-being are a high priority for leaders and governors. Staff are positive about the 
support and training that they receive. They are proud to work at this inclusive school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In some subjects, including mathematics, the way knowledge is explained and 

demonstrated sometimes lacks precision. This means that pupils are not secure enough 
in some aspects of their learning. The school should make sure that staff have the 
support that they need to help pupils to develop a secure understanding in these 
subjects. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about 
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called an ungraded 
inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give 
graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school 
would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next inspection will be a graded 
inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. Usually this is within one to 
two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have serious concerns about 
safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the ungraded 
inspection a graded inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be good in December 
2018. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' is used to mean pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and 
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and 
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school's pupil premium 
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years, 
looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care 
through adoption or another formal route). 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 130863 

Local authority Wakefield 

Inspection number 10313265 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 244 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Stephanie White 

Headteacher Deborah Birdsall 

Website www.moorthorpeprimary.co.uk/ 

Date(s) of previous inspection 11 and 12 December 2018 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This is an average-sized primary school. 

 The school runs a breakfast club for pupils. 

 The school does not make use of alternative provision. 

 The school runs an inclusion resource unit for pupils with SEND. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 

 Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school's 
education provision. 

 The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

 The inspector met with senior leaders, subject leaders and teachers. 

 The inspector held a meeting with members of the governing body, including the 
chair of the governing body. 

 The inspector carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and 
art. For each deep dive, the inspector discussed the curriculum with subject 
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leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils 
about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work. The inspector also 
listened to a sample of pupils read to a familiar adult.  

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.  

 The inspector scrutinised a range of other documentation, including governor 
meeting minutes and leaders’ evaluation of the school.  

 The inspector also spoke informally to pupils to gather their views on school life.  

 To gather parents’ views, the inspector took account of the views of parents from 
the Ofsted Parent View survey, Ofsted’s online questionnaire. This included any 
free-text comments. The inspector also spoke informally with parents at the start 
of the school day.  

 To gather the views of staff, the inspector took account of the staff survey.  

 
  

Inspection team 

 

Jen Sloan, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2024 
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