
Inspection of Sandringham Pre-school
St. Marys Church Hall, Sandringham Drive, WELLING, Kent DA16 3QU

Inspection date: 5 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Practitioners and the manager greet children and their families with a warm and 
friendly welcome. They share key information to help to support children 
throughout the day. Practitioners are attentive to children's emotional needs. They 
give children cuddles and reassurance when they need it. This helps children to feel 
safe and secure.

Children are happy and enjoy their time at the setting. Practitioners interact and 
engage well with children during activities and in the garden. However, there are 
inconsistencies in the quality of education throughout the setting. This is because 
the routine does not meet all children's needs and some parts of the day are not 
planned effectively. This means that some children do not achieve as well as they 
could. Practitioners do not always plan and provide quality learning experiences 
that keep all children engaged. As a result, some children are not focused, and 
display unwanted behaviour. 

Children have many opportunities to develop their physical skills. They have access 
to indoor and outdoor space, where they can move in different ways. Children 
enjoy using equipment, such as bicycles, rockers and climbing apparatus. However, 
practitioners do not give children consistent messages about their expectations. For 
instance, they do not give children clear boundaries of where they are allowed to 
run and move freely inside. This is confusing for children and leads to them running 
throughout the room. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is clear about what she wants children to learn. However, she does 
not ensure that the curriculum is ambitious enough. Practitioners provide 
activities that do not always incorporate children's interests. This means that 
some children lose focus and do not benefit from the planned learning. 

n Practitioners know their key children well. They use their assessments to plan 
children's next steps in learning. However, they do not always encourage all 
children to join in activities. This leads to children running around and lacking 
opportunities to become involved in purposeful learning and play. 

n The current routine does not always support every child's needs. For example, 
practitioners plan for children to have time in the garden at midday; however, 
children show signs early in the morning that they need to be active. This means 
that some children do not focus on activities and are disruptive at group times. 
This can impact on children's learning. 

n Practitioners do not always manage children's behaviour well. For example, 
when practitioners ask children to stop running, they do not always follow 
through with this, and children continue the unwanted behaviour. When children 
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are in conflict situations with others, they are not told why their actions are 
unacceptable. This means that children do not learn the expectations for their 
behaviour or the impact that their actions have on others. 

n The manager recognises that the supervision of practitioners is not embedded 
effectively. Supervision and the monitoring of teaching and practice do not 
happen regularly enough. This means that the quality of the setting is not 
always good. Weaknesses in practice are not swiftly addressed to improve the 
outcomes for all children. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) identifies and monitors 
children who may need additional support. She has a good understanding of 
strategies to support children. The SENCo works with parents and other 
professionals to ensure that appropriate support is in place for children. 
However, due to the lack of supervision, practitioners do not always have the 
confidence to provide the support they need. This can impact on children's 
individual learning and development needs. 

n Practitioners provide children with opportunities to learn about different cultures 
and a range of festivals. For example, at Lunar New Year, practitioners share 
information and items with children, such as soft animals that represent the 
zodiac. This helps children to learn about the wider world and different 
communities. 

n Children learn good hygiene routines. They wash their hands regularly and are 
encouraged to use the toilet independently. Practitioners gently remind children 
to cover their mouths when they cough.

n Practitioners provide opportunities for children to learn about early mathematical 
concepts. For example, during a dough activity, they encourage children to count 
the matchsticks they are using. Practitioners introduce language to describe size 
while commenting on their actions. 

n Practitioners provide a range of experiences for children to develop their 
communication and language skills. They introduce new words and sing songs 
with children. Practitioners talk to children during their play and narrate what 
they are doing. They gather key words and use visual cards to support children 
who speak English as an additional language with their communication.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
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deliver an ambitious curriculum to 
challenge and engage every child in their 
learning and development

28/03/2024

review the routine so that all children 
benefit from the learning environment on 
a daily basis

28/03/2024

review and improve how children's 
behaviour is managed so that 
practitioners manage unwanted 
behaviour in a consistent way

28/03/2024

put effective arrangements in place for 
the regular supervision of all 
practitioners, including monitoring their 
teaching and practice, to identify and 
address weaknesses. 

28/03/2024

Inspection report: Sandringham Pre-school
5 February 2024 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY464644

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10304988

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Mills, Sarah Ruth

Registered person unique 
reference number RP516600

Telephone number 07806626716

Date of previous inspection 7 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Sandringham Pre-school re-registered in 2013 and is located in the London 
Borough of Bexley. The setting is open during term time from 9.30am to 3.30pm on 
Monday and Tuesday, and from 9.30am to 12.30pm on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. It receives funding to provide early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. There are seven practitioners. All practitioners hold appropriate 
early years qualifications, ranging from level 2 to level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katie Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector viewed the setting and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to practitioners at appropriate times during the inspection 

and took account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the interactions between practitioners and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of practitioners.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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