
Inspection of Little Rascals Preschool
Guide Hall, Forest Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 9EH

Inspection date: 20 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive effective support from staff to come into the setting, ready for 
their session. This helps children to separate with increasing ease from parents and 
to settle quickly to their chosen play. Children seek warmth and comfort from key 
staff, who give this willingly and with great care. Staff recognise when new and 
young children may need a cuddle for reassurance. This enables children to feel 
safe and secure. Children receive worthwhile support and encouragement to 
succeed at their chosen task. For example, when they want to cut their cardboard 
boxes in half, staff help children to use the scissors to achieve their goal. Staff talk 
about safety when using scissors and also about mathematical concepts such as 
fractions. 

Children develop great friendships and help each other with a task when they 
struggle. For example, they help each other to try to zip up their coats, chatting 
while they do so. This shows kindness and consideration for others. Children 
develop a good understanding of science and doing experiments. For example, 
they learn about recognising items in the environment that are metal. They use 
their magnets and staff encourage children to think about objects that they can see 
and test. The manager has a very clear understanding of how to provide children 
with a wide variety of play and learning experiences. Staff set out the environment 
effectively with activities that activate children's thinking, that stem from what 
children need to learn next, while incorporating their interests. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership and management of the setting are effective. Staff, including 
those supporting the setting from their sister provision, understand children's 
care and learning needs. The manager implements an effective system to enable 
all staff to be aware of what children already know, understand and can do, and 
what they need to learn next. This enables staff to make the most of their 
interactions with children to extend their learning and engagement in their play.

n There is a strong community feel to the setting. It makes charity donations to 
local food banks and offers a book lending library service and clothes exchange 
for families. Children have weekly opportunities to engage in forest-school 
activities and staff plan regular outings. For example, following a child getting a 
kitten, they visited a local pet shop. This enhances children's awareness of 
caring for pets and animals.

n Children help to assess risks in the environment. For example, they play the role 
of 'safety spies' and don their high-visibility jackets and hard hat. They then 
venture off with their clipboard and tick list to look for any hazards in the 
outdoor area. This helps children to learn about their own safety and minimise 
risks in their play. 
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n Children persist at their chosen task and enjoy the encouragement they receive 
from staff. For example, they build tin cans and use a ball to knock them down. 
When they miss, they try again. However, other children can sometimes disrupt 
the game by kicking the cans over. Children occasionally walk over toys on the 
floor. These aspects do not fully enhance children's awareness of respect for 
others and resources.

n Children hear a wealth of new words during their play. For example, when 
making monsters using the play dough, staff introduce words such as 'squishy', 
'slimy' and 'sticky'. This enables children to develop the use of a wide range of 
vocabulary, supporting their communication and language development. 

n Staff do not always explore differing ways to make sure that children remain 
engaged in purposeful play at certain times of the day. For example, following 
lunchtime, children sometimes find it difficult to re-engage with the activities. 
Staff have not yet found an effective system for packing away the resources 
while fully maintaining all children's engagement in play and learning.

n Children enjoy group games and show that they understand the rules of the 
game. For example, they ask the 'wolf' what time it is and when they shout that 
it is 'dinner time', children squeal with delight and run away. This helps younger 
children to learn the rules and join in with the others, showing inclusive practice. 

n Staff provide a highly inclusive environment where they value all children and 
understand their individual needs. There is effective support for children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Staff work closely with 
other agencies and value the input from other professionals. This enables 
children to make good developmental progress from their starting points.

n Partnerships with parents are good, which enables children to receive 
consistency in their care and learning. Parents report that their children 'thrive' 
at the setting and comment on the good levels of support for children with 
SEND. They also report how their children have built in confidence since 
attending and that their social skills are rapidly developing.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on children's awareness of respect for others and resources
n revise the planning of activities and experiences following lunchtimes to ensure 

that children remain engaged.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY493155

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10305511

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Ashworth-Leach, Sharon Anne

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902914

Telephone number 07752098016

Date of previous inspection 23 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Little Rascals Preschool registered in 2015 and operates from one main room in the 
Guide Hall in Worthing, West Sussex. Children have access to an outdoor play area. 
The setting is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9am to 2pm, 
during term time only. There are four members of staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The setting provides funded free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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