
Inspection of Hurly Burly Day Nursery
Petroc, Bolham Road, TIVERTON, Devon EX16 6SH

Inspection date: 15 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and happy. Staff plan an ambitious curriculum that 
successfully challenges children to make the best possible progress across all areas 
of learning. Staff provide a welcoming and inviting learning environment, where 
children enthusiastically engage in play. Staff provide many opportunities for 
children to be independent and support them effectively to be confident and 
develop their social skills. This prepares them for their future learning, including 
moving on to school.

Children's behaviour is good. They play well together, involving each other in their 
games. They listen to stories and share books with one another as they look at 
pictures and take it in turn to turn the pages. Children enjoy yoga, which instils a 
sense of calm. Staff lead enjoyable sessions, encouraging them to practise poses, 
such as 'downward-facing dog', developing good posture and balance. Staff are 
excellent role models, and children follow their lead, showing respect towards the 
adults and one another alike.

Partnerships with parents are good. Parents and staff work well together to meet 
the children's individual needs. Parents comment favourably upon the excellent 
communication with staff and how well staff  involve them in their children's 
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have good opportunities to take part in role play. They use their 
imagination well as they pretend to be in a restaurant. They sit at a table with 
their friends as staff take their food orders. This increases children's confidence 
and helps them to develop good communication skills.

n Staff know the children well and plan activities based on what they already know 
and can do. They deliver the curriculum effectively to build on children's curiosity 
and exploration in their play. For example, children use a toothbrush to clean 
large models of teeth. Staff engage them well in conversation about the dentist 
and support them to learn about good oral health.

n Staff use numbers and encourage children to count in routines and activities. 
However, they do not provide many opportunities for children to use numbers 
and count beyond 5. They do not encourage children to compare groups of 
objects or begin to make simple calculations very often.

n Children listen well. They understand and communicate their thoughts, needs 
and share their ideas. Babies are well supported by staff to develop a wide 
vocabulary. Staff use books successfully to get children talking and introduce 
new words and name items, for instance, a digger or a duck.

n Children learn to live a healthy lifestyle. They follow thorough hygiene routines 
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and learn the importance of handwashing. They develop their independence at 
lunchtime when they pour their own drinks and scrape food from their plates 
after eating. Staff talk to the older children about the food they are eating, but 
do not make the most of the opportunity to engage children in other 
conversation while they have their lunch to develop their vocabulary further.

n Staff are positive role models. Staff are kind and sensitive in their approach and 
children replicate this in the way that they act with kindness towards the staff 
and one another.

n The manager provides strong leadership for the staff team. She has worked 
tirelessly with the staff since the last inspection to make improvements. In her 
role as the special educational needs coordinator, she is extremely proactive in 
seeking early help for children when needed. The manager and staff have built 
highly effective partnerships with other professionals and external agencies to 
ensure that all children receive the help they require to make the best possible 
progress in relation to their individual starting points.

n The manager and staff regularly reflect on their practice and assess the quality 
of the provision. Staff have good training opportunities to develop their practice, 
and they feel well supported by the manager.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding, that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more targeted and frequent support to encourage older children to 
compare groups of objects and begin to make simple calculations to build on 
their understanding of number

n make the most of routine activities such as lunchtime to support children's 
language development and build on their vocabulary further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY497859

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10293503

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Hurly Burly Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901738

Telephone number 01884 251972

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2023

Information about this early years setting

Hurly Burly Day Nursery registered in 2016. It operates from Petroc College in 
Tiverton, Devon. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm on Monday to Friday, all 
year round. There are 16 members of staff. Of these, two hold relevant degrees, 
and the remaining staff hold qualifications at level 2, 3 or 5. The setting receives 
funding to provide early education for children aged two, three and four years.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Heimsoth
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector read written feedback from several parents during the inspection 

and took account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager and the owner/nominated 

individual.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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