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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff greet children extremely warmly. Therefore, even those children who are new 
to the club, are helped to feel at ease and comfortable. The charismatic early years 
staff make children smile and giggle with their infectious personalities. There is a 
broad timetable of an exciting mixture of sport and non-sport activities to support 
children's well-being and promote their physical and social skills. For example, they 
participate in football, swimming, parachute games and treasure hunts. Staff work 
in partnership with children's schools, parents and other professionals to make 
reasonable adjustments, so all children can have full access to all the available 
activities. This means that all children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, are involved and included. 

The manager talks about rules and behaviour expectations at the beginning of 
each session. Children listen intently and show they understand when they explain 
that they need to listen to the leaders or, 'We won't hear what other people are 
saying.' Children behave exceptionally well and follow the clear instructions. For 
instance, even though they are excited to get into the swimming pool, they sit 
patiently on the poolside to wait for the leader. They are beginning to learn how to 
keep themselves safe as, for example, they hold on tightly to the rail when they 
climb down the stairs. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff feel well supported. They complete a broad range of training each season 
to be fully prepared to ensure children benefit from the club. Managers carefully 
monitor their performance to ensure their practice is of the expected quality and 
that they remain suitable. 

n Managers collect children's and parents' views through an end-of-season survey. 
This captures their views and helps management to review their feedback and 
make improvements, if necessary. Staff also share their opinions about training, 
resources and equipment. This contributes to evaluating the service and ensures 
that the club continues to meet the needs of the children who attend. 

n Staff have carefully considered the needs of younger children. For example, they 
have allocated a base room specifically for early years children. This ensures 
they do not get overwhelmed, but gain a sense of security. In the base room, 
staff reinforce the rules and daily routine, using a visual timetable, so all children 
become familiar with the day's content.

n Staff are reflective and make changes to ensure the camp continues to meet the 
specific needs of the youngest children. For example, they altered the timetable 
when they realised that children needed the opportunity to take part in quieter 
activities between more active sessions. This ensures that children can rest and 
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re-energise to maximise their enjoyment throughout the day.  
n Parents provide comprehensive information about their children before each 

camp starts. This enables staff to get to know the children well and how best to 
accommodate their personality, interests and individual needs. 

n Staff act as play partners. Children cooperate as they build with bricks together 
and take great pride in their achievements. They show they trust their leaders 
when, for example, they respond to gentle reassurance and have the confidence 
to try and put their heads under water in the swimming pool. 

n Staff skilfully support children to manage their own emotions. They listen 
carefully when children are upset and sensitively talk through how they are 
feeling. Staff tell children how proud they are when they resolve minor conflicts 
with others. 

n Staff give clear and consistent messages to support children's good health. For 
instance, children know they can only choose a small snack from their lunch box 
and eagerly show that they have chosen a piece of fruit. Staff celebrate when 
children drink enough water and remind them of the importance of keeping 
hydrated.

n Staff support children to be independent. For example, they encourage children 
to change into their swimming costumes by themselves. Staff offer guidance and 
suggestions how to make it easier. Children are keen to show they are successful 
after they persevere and do not give up. 

n Parents say, 'It is the most amazing camp' and that there is a good mix of 
activities. They feel involved in decision-making and feel staff and management 
are very approachable. Parents appreciate that children are seen as individuals 
and that their specific needs and personalities are taken into account. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY497875

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10311645

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 98

Name of registered person The Ultimate Activity Company Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901335

Telephone number 0330 111 7077

Date of previous inspection 4 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Ultimate Activity Camps At Brentwood School registered in 2016. The camp is open 
each weekday from 8am until 6pm during the February and autumn half terms, and 
in the Easter and summer school holidays. The provider employs nine members of 
staff, four of whom have qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Sapler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and assessed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the holiday 
club.

n The manager, provider and early years staff spoke to the inspector during the 
inspection.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The provider discussed their arrangements to demonstrate the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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