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standards of early 
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inspection

Met
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Not Met (with actions)



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

The provider, manager and staff have worked diligently to meet the actions raised 
at the previous inspection. They have reflected on practice and made the necessary 
improvements. Parents are highly complimentary about the staff and the club in 
general. They appreciate the hard work and dedication shown to their children, but 
also to themselves.

In the main, staff create a fun and exciting environment for the children. Staff 
carefully consider children's likes and interests in planning the environments. As 
such, children cheerfully enter the club, are eager to find their friends and settle to 
play. Staff build strong bonds with children who attend the club. Children actively 
seek out staff and invite them into their play. For example, children enjoy a 
competitive game of pool with the staff. Younger children patiently wait their turn 
and are helped by the staff to understand the rules of the game. Older children 
show care and kindness as they offer support to younger children. For example, 
they show them how to hold the cue correctly.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and conduct. They have 
consulted with the children to formulate new rules and codes of conduct while at 
the club. For example, when staff feel the noise level in the room is becoming too 
high they say, 'macaroni cheese'. On hearing this phrase, children immediately stop 
what they are doing and say, 'All freeze'. Children then listen intently to the staff's 
instructions and follow them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership and oversight of the club are strong. The provider works hands-on in 
the club and provides a good level of support to the manager. The manager 
provides staff with regular coaching and supervision sessions. As a result, all 
staff, including those who may work on a temporary basis, report they are happy 
in their work and their interactions with children are positive.

n All staff access mandatory training, such as safeguarding and hold a paediatric 
first-aid qualification. There are robust procedures in place for the safe collection 
of children from the host school. These further ensure children's safety and well-
being.

n Staff capture children's likes and interests when planning the environments and 
some activities. This supports children to remain focused and engaged. For 
example, children use their creativity and critical thinking skills to construct a 
den out of connectable rubber tiles. 

n Staff provide an area for children to practise their reading and do homework if 
they wish to. However, they do not always know what children are learning in 
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school, or know what they need to learn next. This means that, at times, some 
activities and interactions do not further complement and extend children's 
learning.

n Partnerships with parents and the host school are strong. The provider and staff 
regularly communicate with children's class teachers. Good systems are in place 
for sharing information and messages from school with parents. Communications 
with parents are much improved. Staff make excellent use of an online app, 
emails and face-to-face chats to ensure parents are kept up to date with 
information about their child and also about what is happening in the club.

n Staff in the club support children to gain an appreciation of other cultures and 
beliefs beyond their own. This supports children to gain a wider understanding 
of life in modern Britain.

n Staff are excellent role models to children. When needed, they gently and calmly 
remind children of the club rules. As a result, children behave well and show 
kindness and empathy to their friends. For example, children patiently observe 
the 'ten-minute rule' to have a turn on the game console.

n Food provided for children is healthy and meets their unique dietary 
requirements. Staff provide lots of opportunities for children to play outdoors 
and be physically active. This supports children to develop a positive attitude to 
leading a healthy lifestyle. 

n Staff provide lots of encouragement for children to do things for themselves. For 
example, children serve themselves snacks and help themselves to a drink from 
the water station. Children follow the rules when eating very carefully. For 
example, they know if they want to eat a piece of fruit, then they must sit at the 
table. This supports children's growing independence and understanding of 
keeping themselves safe.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY390218

Local authority Sefton

Inspection number 10305810

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Maitland Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909287

Telephone number 01519 221 200

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2023

Information about this early years setting

Junior Club of Crosby registered in 2009. The breakfast and after-school club is 
open from Monday to Friday, 7.30am until 9am and 3pm until 6pm, during term 
time. The club currently employs three childcare staff, all of whom have appropriate 
childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Birch

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the children.
n Parents shared their views about the club with the inspector.
n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of documentation on 

request.

Inspection report: Junior Club of Crosby
21 February 2024 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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