
Inspection of K&K Childcare
Vicarage Road, Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9DH

Inspection date: 19 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children form secure attachments with the kind and nurturing practitioners who 
care for and educate them. For example, babies reach out their arms smiling as 
they are received by their key person on arrival. Older children confidently wave 
goodbye and bounce in enthusiastically. Children's attitudes and behaviours are 
good. Practitioners are skilled in helping children share and take turns. They are 
calm and extremely patient and explain and show children how to share using age-
appropriate language. Consequently, children play harmoniously together and 
behave well. They show they feel emotionally safe and secure and, as a result, 
they are ready to learn. 

Children display a positive attitude to learning and persevere as they try to master 
new skills. For example, babies learn to feed themselves, while older children learn 
to manage tongs to self-serve their own snack and master the tricky spaghetti onto 
their forks at lunchtime. Children take pride in their achievements as practitioners 
support them to build up their resilience and independence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and team are passionate in their mission to ensure that all children 
benefit from quality care and learning. Professional development is smartly 
targeted to improve outcomes for children. The manager and practitioners 
reflect on what is working well and what they need to further strengthen. This 
helps to improve the outcomes for children. 

n Parents highly value the nursery team and appreciate the support and time 
taken to provide feedback face to face and through the parent app. They are 
aware of the activities their children enjoy and their next steps in learning. 
Parents further support learning at home by taking books and activities to share 
together. However, occasionally, parent's views and ideas are not fully embedded 
within the evaluation process to help improve practice and provision.

n Practitioners use children's experiences and current interests highly effectively to 
support them in acquiring new knowledge. For example, practitioners teach 
children about planet names and use non-fiction books. The children then 
construct elaborate rockets to support their learning and use planet names in 
their play as they 'blast off to the moon'. Consequently, children make good 
progress in their learning. 

n Children enjoy outings into their local community to explore the village, park, 
library and shops. They meet different people and grow their knowledge about 
themselves, others and the diverse world they live in.

n Practitioners use questions and demonstration in supporting children to 
maximise learning experiences. Together they count dinosaurs during play and 
hold up fingers to represent numbers when asked how many. Older children 
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enjoy increasing challenge as they delight in a game of 'What time is it Mr Wolf', 
learning about time and number and mathematical concepts. This helps to 
prepare children for their next stage in learning. 

n Practitioners promote literacy well. They add more challenge for older children 
by sharing more complex stories. Wider learning is interwoven as children listen 
to the story, 'Handa's Surprise'. They engage in conversations about what is 
unique about themselves, similarities and differences in the world as they 
develop respect, tolerance and their own self esteem.

n Children learn the importance of living healthy lifestyles. They follow good 
hygiene routines after visiting the toilet by washing their hands and dress 
themselves with increasing skill, ready for their move to school.

n Practitioners provide a language-rich environment, where children continually 
build their vocabulary through stories, songs and discussions. Children develop 
the language they require to share their feelings and talk confidently to their 
friends about their interests and experiences. Babies communicate choices by 
nodding their heads, pointing and babbling. Children make very good progress in 
their speech and language development. 

n On the whole, practitioners have high expectations of all children. They use 
assessment well to monitor children's progress. However, practitioners do not 
consistently use the effective strategies in place to better support all children, 
particularly where gaps are identified. As a result, not all children have the 
targeted support they require to fully enhance their learning experiences.

n Children enjoy their time outside in the garden in the fresh air. Practitioners are 
highly vigilant and teach children the importance of managing risk as they run 
and play games. They develop their large muscles as they use bikes and cars 
with growing skill. Babies develop their core strength and leg muscles as they 
pull up to stand and grow in confidence in taking their first steps.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnership working with parents, so that their ideas and views are 
better used to fully evaluate and improve practice and provision effectively

n support staff to use the effective strategies in place more consistently to help all 
children to fully enhance their learning experiences. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY218147

Local authority Westmorland and Furness

Inspection number 10311635

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Cunniff, Sheona

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512899

Telephone number 015394 34040

Date of previous inspection 3 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

K&K Childcare registered in 2002 and is privately owned. The childcare organisation 
comprises of the K2 out-of-school club and associated holiday club, and 
Kiddiewinks Day Nursery. The nursery opens Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The out-of-school club operates each weekday 
during term time from 7.30am to 9am and 3.15pm to 6pm. The holiday club 
operates each weekday throughout the school holidays from 7.30am to 6pm. The 
organisation employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds qualified 
teacher status, five hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and two 
hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 2. The manager holds an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 6. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen James
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The curriculum coordinator and the inspector completed a learning walk 
together to discuss the setting's curriculum intentions for children's learning.

n A joint observation on the quality of teaching was conducted and was evaluated 
by the curriculum coordinator and the inspector.

n The inspector observed children playing and learning, and talked to children and 
practitioners.

n A leadership and management meeting with the manager of the setting was 
held to discuss safeguarding arrangements and to sample documentation.

n The inspector spoke to a sample of parents, face to face and over the phone and 
took into consideration emails provided by parents, in order to gain their views 
of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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