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Inspection dates: 30 and 31 January 2024

Outcome

Kingsley High School continues to be an outstanding school.

What is it like to attend this school?

A deep sense of care and positive energy permeate through this school. The staff know
the pupils and their individual needs inside out. They plan forensically to address these in
a bespoke manner. This includes for every pupil’s health, care, social and academic needs.
Every small step of progress and achievement is celebrated. This makes for a happy
school, full of smiles. Pupils are safe, enjoying trusting working relationships with adults.

The school’s leaders focus their attention squarely on giving pupils the care, knowledge
and skills to enable them to gain independence and be prepared for adulthood. The
teaching, support and therapeutic staff work in unison to deliver this high ambition with
great success. Parents and carers are consistently kept in the loop. Staff give them
guidance to play their part in helping their children reach their goals for the future.

Pupils’ behaviour and attitudes are strong. Staff are adept at noticing the signs when a
pupil might have rising anxiety. They step in quickly and effectively to give pupils a short
break. This helps them to calm down and return to their learning.

The school has an extensive programme to promote pupils’ personal development. For
example, the Kingsley daily mile supports pupils’ health and well-being. It gives them
opportunities to be taught about road safety and to get to know the local community.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

Well before pupils join the school, staff work with their previous schools and with their
parents to meet and get to know the pupils and understand their bespoke needs. They
also organise a well-considered transition programme. This helps pupils get to know and
become familiar with their new school and the staff who will work with them. Pupils,
therefore, settle down quickly as they get the care, support and teaching they need right
from the start.
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School leaders have, in recent years, given careful thought to revamping and developing a
highly ambitious curriculum. It includes a broad range of topics and knowledge chosen
towards the goal of preparation for adulthood. These choices are skilfully interwoven with
the school’s designed aspirational skills targets. Pupils master new knowledge and these
skills as they progress through the school. Teachers and support staff have the expertise
to deliver the curriculum effectively. Based on the information on pupils’ education, health
and care plans, the school creates a bespoke pupil learning plan. This sets out a range of
small-step targets. Staff frequently check on pupils’ progress and as they reach their
goals, new targets are set. As a result, pupils’ individual achievement is high.

Teaching pupils to communicate is extremely high on the agenda. Staff work closely with
speech and language therapists. They are trained in the use of a wide range of
techniques and communication strategies and tools. These approaches enable non-verbal
pupils to be included. They learn to convey their choices, answer questions and express
their desires and requests. Reading is used extensively. Staff read published books and
sensory books as appropriate to the needs of each class. They also create many of their
own social stories to which pupils can relate. These activities give pupils joy and
knowledge. There is a programme of phonics teaching for the few who are at the very
early stage of being able to begin to read, and these pupils are learning the sounds that
letters make.

The school works with parents and a range of agencies, including medical staff, to support
pupils’ ability to attend school as regularly as possible. Within the context of the school,
attendance is high. Staff have extensive training in behaviour management. Staff are
extremely nimble in identifying underlying causes of behaviours that are challenging. They
quickly put in strategies to help pupils overcome any barriers. As a result, pupils learn
important social skills, resulting in calm and purposeful lessons and social times.

The school provides pupils with extensive enrichment opportunities. Trips include to
places of worship, parks and the seaside. They go to external venues for football, tennis
and swimming. An external arts agency works with this and other special schools on
themed projects, such as on diversity. These are showcased publicly. All classes prepare
for and take part in the annual Kingsley’s got talent event. Last year, for example, each
class made a short musicals-based film. The screening for parents and other visitors had
pupils selling tickets, acting as ushers and making and selling refreshments. Post-16
students are given effective careers guidance. They have opportunities for work
experience in school. They also have interactions with local business. Chosen units of
study help students to gain skills for independent living. For example, content includes
personal hygiene, how to make healthy soups and using cleaning products. Most students
continue with courses at a local college and others go to other suitable placements.

School leaders and the governing body all share, communicate and deliver their
aspirations for giving all pupils the very best life chances they can. Staff value the many
changes made in recent years to reduce unnecessary bureaucracy. They said that leaders
are approachable and take care of their well-being.
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Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Background

When we have judged a school to be outstanding, we will then normally go into the
school about once every four years to confirm that the school remains outstanding. This is
called an ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act
2005. We do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find
evidence that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next
inspection will be a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act.
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem
the ungraded inspection a graded inspection immediately.

This is the second ungraded inspection since we the school to be outstanding in May
2014.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school’s pupil premium
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years,
looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care
through adoption or another formal route).
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https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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Date of previous inspection

Information about this school

FHK

Ofsted

133317

Harrow

10296720

Special

Community special school
11to 19

Mixed

Mixed

124
31

The governing body

Chris Miller

Lee Helyer
www.kingsley.harrow.sch.uk

13 November 2018, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

B The school caters for pupils with a range of special educational needs. These include
profound and multiple learning difficulties, severe learning difficulties, autism, multi-
sensory impairment, visual impairment and hearing impairment.

B The current headteacher took up his post in October 2019. The new chair of governors

was appointed in September 2023.

B At the request of the local authority, the school opened a satellite provision located at
Weald Rise Primary, Robin Hood Drive, Harrow, HA3 7DH. It currently has two post-16

classes and first opened in January 2022.

B The school does not make use of any alternative education.

Information about this inspection

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s education
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B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the school and have
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

provision.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading and communication,
science and personal, social, health and economic education. For each deep dive,
inspectors held discussions about the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’
work. Inspectors also considered other subjects as part of the inspection.

B Inspectors spoke with the headteacher and other senior leaders. They also spoke with
the chair of the governing body and three other governors. In addition, they spoke
with two representatives of the local authority.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and considered
the extent to which the school has created an open and positive culture around
safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation and had formal meetings with staff and
with pupils.

B Inspectors took account of the responses to the Ofsted Parent View survey. They also
spoke with a small group of parents. Inspectors also considered the responses to the
staff survey.

Inspection team

David Radomsky, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector
Sam Hainey His Majesty’s Inspector
Inspection report: Kingsley High School 5

30 and 31 January 2024



FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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