
Inspection of Stepping Stones of 
Scawby
Scawby Academy, West Street, Scawby, Brigg DN20 9AN

Inspection date: 19 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy to attend the pre-school. Staff greet children warmly, helping 
children to settle into their routines. These warm and nurturing interactions from 
staff help children to feel safe and secure and support their emotional well-being. 
Children behave well. Staff teach children lovely manners and are positive role 
models. Children demonstrate a wonderful knowledge of taking turns. When 
children disagree regarding whose turn it is, they independently choose to use 
timers to ensure everyone receives a fair turn.

The individual personalities and learning needs of all children are understood well 
by their key person and all staff. Staff use this knowledge well to plan an 
interesting and challenging programme of activities and experiences. They identify 
precisely what individual children need to learn next and provide activities to build 
on what they have already learned and understood. For example, staff support 
children with their word sounds as they place objects onto their corresponding 
sound. Younger children take part in small-group games to encourage their 
socialisation skills. This helps to ensure that children make good progress from 
their starting points.

Staff foster children's independence skills well. Children make independent choices 
in what they wish to do. They self-register as they arrive at the pre-school. Children 
help themselves to snacks and water, then place their dirty plates in the bowl for 
washing. This helps children to prepare for their next stage in education.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. For instance, 
they use repetition and repeat words back to children in the correct vocabulary. 
This enables children to hear and repeat the correct sounds. Staff carefully 
explain the meaning of words in a calm and clear voice. For example, as children 
join in their welcome time,  children explain their rules and why they do this. 
However, sometimes,  children are not given enough opportunities to listen and 
take part in storytelling. This means that opportunities to extend their growing 
vocabulary even further are missed.  

n Staff introduce some simple mathematics into children's play. For example, they 
count and recognise to four on the electronic mathematics programme. 
However, staff do not consistently introduce number and mathematical concepts 
into children play. This limits children's opportunities to practise and develop 
their mathematical knowledge and understanding. 

n Staff support children's physical development very well. They provide a wealth of 
opportunities for children to be physically active, while also developing their 
imaginative play experiences in the outdoor area. Children wave pom- poms as 
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then create a show on the stage. They kick a ball backwards and forwards and 
ride their bicycles and cars. Children make wonderful progress with developing 
their physical skills.

n Staff thoughtfully use additional funding to close any gaps children may have in 
their learning and development. This is regularly evaluated to ensure children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make 
good progress in their learning and development.

n The support for children with a SEND is wonderful. This is due to the work of the 
special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and the staff team. The SENCo 
works tirelessly to ensure that children's needs are met through group or 
individual interventions. Support from external agencies is implemented in a 
timely manner. Children's achievements, no matter how small, are continually 
encouraged and celebrated.

n Staff work in partnership with parents to ensure parents receive up-to-date 
information regarding their child's routines and development. Parents value the 
settling-in process that helps them to be confident about their child's well-being 
and knowledge of staff prior to leaving their children.

n Staff work exceptionally well together. They have daily meetings to make sure all 
staff are familiar with children's needs and their welfare. Staff attend regular 
training to ensure their skills and knowledge are up to date. The management 
team supports the manager well to help ensure that children are offered the 
best possible experiences to support their learning and development. 

n The pre-school works well with the on-site primary school. This helps children 
gain the necessary skills and knowledge for a positive transition to the next 
stage in their education. For example, children can talk across the shared fence 
with the teachers and pupils. Pre-school children attend concerts and school 
events. This helps children settle quickly when they move on to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend children's language and vocabulary skills further, such as through 
storytelling, songs and rhymes 

n provide more opportunities for children to practise counting and mathematical 
concepts in everyday play. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2649584

Local authority North Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10308681

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 175

Name of registered person Stepping Stones Of Scawby

Registered person unique 
reference number 2649585

Telephone number 01652655580

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Stepping Stones of Scawby registered in 2021. The setting employs seven 
members of childcare staff. All of these staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3 or above. The setting opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am 
to 6pm, term-time only. The setting also operates an out-of-school club during term 
time that runs from 7.30am to 8.45am and from 3.20pm to 6pm. The setting 
operates a holiday scheme that operates during the Easter and summer holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 
experiences in the setting and assessed the impact that this was having on 
children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about their experiences in the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n A meeting was held with the manager. This included a review of relevant 

documentation, including staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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