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Inspection date: 2 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Following a period of substantial change, the provider and newly appointed 
managers have taken action to create a harmonious environment for children and 
staff. The leadership team has worked hard to ensure that the new staff team 
understands its shared vision to provide children with the best start in life.

Children show that they have formed secure relationships with those who care for 
them. Upon arrival, they receive a warm welcome at this inclusive setting from kind 
and caring staff, who know them well. As a result, children are supported to leave 
their parents and carers confidently to find their friends. Leaders and staff create a 
fun and imaginative learning environment, where children are excited to explore. 
For example, babies find hidden farm animals as they sing 'What's in the box?', and 
toddlers recreate bowls of porridge from their story of the week. When pre-school 
children find a spider outside, they carefully count the legs and leave it safely in its 
web. Staff set clear expectations for children's behaviour. Consequently, children 
know and understand what is expected of them. For example, when outside, 
children instinctively take off their shoes before they access the sandpit. 
Furthermore, when they bump into each other by accident, they stop and say 
'sorry' and check on their friend. Children are kind and caring towards each other 
and the environment around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have placed great importance on building the new staff team. Staff, 
parents, and carers talk about the improvements they have seen in the short 
space of time that the new leadership team has been in place. Leaders have 
ensured that staff have access to online learning platforms to help them 
enhance their professional development. All staff say they feel well supported, 
and staff morale is high. 

n Children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) and children in receipt of additional funding, are very well supported. 
Children enjoy time in the newly developed sensory room with their key person. 
Through the accurate use of assessment, gaps in children's learning, and any 
specific needs, are identified early and acted upon quickly. All children are well 
prepared for their next steps in learning. 

n Staff provide many opportunities for children to develop their physical skills. 
Older children ride balance bicycles and skilfully navigate the play space 
outdoors. Staff provide younger children with hard and soft play dough to help 
develop the strength in their hands. All children enjoy vigorous music and 
movement activities, which are full of fun and laughter. Children's physical skills 
are developing well.

n Staff support children to learn about keeping healthy. They enjoy home-cooked 
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healthy meals and snacks, which are prepared by the nursery chef. Children are 
taught to wash their hands before mealtimes and after using the toilet. However, 
staff do not implement procedures consistently to ensure that they always wash 
their hands after wiping children's noses. This does not show children the 
importance of handwashing at these times to keep themselves healthy.

n Staff implement robust risk assessments, ensuring that all areas are clean, safe 
and secure. Parents and carers routinely follow the setting's safeguarding 
procedures by ensuring that the perimeter gate is fully closed behind them. 
Children's safety is assured by all who attend this setting.

n Overall, the newly formed staff team is beginning to bond and work together to 
manage the routines of the day. However, during busy periods, such as 
lunchtime, some staff do not deploy themselves effectively to meet the children's 
needs. As such, children are not fully supported in understanding what is 
happening next in their routine. 

n Parents and carers say staff get to know their children quickly. In doing so, staff 
have assisted in making referrals to other professionals to access early 
intervention services. Furthermore, parents enjoy the home learning activities 
they receive, which helps them to become more engaged in their children's day 
at nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of busy times in the setting to ensure that staff are 
deployed effectively to meet children's care needs

n support staff to understand the importance of consistently implementing the 
nursery's procedures, to model to children how to keep themselves healthy.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 322416

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10326014

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 195

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Sandfield Park Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519518

Telephone number 0151 228 4040

Date of previous inspection 14 July 2022

Information about this early years setting

Sandfield Park Private Day Nursery registered in 2000 and is situated in Sandfield 
Park, Liverpool. The nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff, 16 of whom 
have relevant childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round. It provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita Dunn
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents and carers during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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