
Inspection of Kids Planet Kenton Park
5 Kenton Park Shopping Centre, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE3 4RU

Inspection date: 13 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The nursery has an ambitious curriculum, which aspires for children to develop a 
broad understanding of the world around them and prepare them as they move on 
to school. Children learn about the needs of others in the community and in 
response, decide to create a foodbank collection area. Staff actively promote 
children's voice. For example, children in pre-school room have the opportunity to 
represent their peers on a committee. This teaches children their voices are valued 
and important.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour in the nursery. Staff embed 
clear and consistent routines, which support children's positive behaviours and 
attitudes to learning. Children understand and follow these expectations happily. 
For instance, children learn to line up smartly after outside play before carefully 
walking up the stairs to return to their rooms. Staff sing songs to remind children 
to hang up their coats. Children cheerfully join in with these familiar songs while 
practising their independence skills.

Staff plan activities to reflect children's interests and fascinations, This helps to 
stimulate and engage children in their learning. For instance, when babies show a 
deep interest in baby dolls, staff use this interest to support the curriculum for 
personal, social and emotional development. They provide children with 
opportunities to learn about care routines for babies, such as bathing and cleaning 
the dolls. Babies are highly engaged in this play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use their knowledge of the community, as well as children's unique 
interests, to plan experiences which underpin the curriculum. For example, 
children grow vegetables, such as pumpkins. This is particularly beneficial for 
children who do not have gardens of their own.  

n Children demonstrate a clear love of reading in this nursery. They delight in 
sharing books together in cosy spots inside and outside. Children explore a 
range of textures in a sensory tray, linked to a favourite story and confidently 
recite phrases they have learned and remembered from the book. 

n The overall curriculum intentions are matched appropriately to the age and 
stage of children. For example, staff support babies and toddlers to develop 
fundamental knowledge and skills relating to their physical, social and 
communication development. Pre-school children receive more focused support 
in wider areas of learning, such as mathematics. Through rigorous self-
evaluation, leaders have identified that to raise the quality of education even 
further, there is a need to improve the sequencing of the literacy curriculum. 
This shows that leaders pay close attention to the quality of the nursery and that 
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they are keen to continually improve.
n Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills. They engage 

well in conversation with children and teach them aspirational vocabulary. For 
example, staff use words such as 'tangy' when discussing the flavours of ice 
cream. Children learn basic sign language alongside their speech and this helps 
all children to communicate their needs. However, at times, staff do not take 
enough time to pause during activities and story times to give younger children 
the opportunity to respond and practise their speaking skills. Also, at times, a 
reliance on dummies prevents babies and toddlers from practising their verbal 
communication.

n Staff use observations and assessment accurately in order to plan for children's 
next steps in learning and move them on in their development. The staff team 
communicates children's interests and their planning very clearly and this helps 
everyone in the nursery to understand how to support each child's development. 

n Care routines are well established. Sleep routines are in place for babies, 
supporting them with rest periods throughout the day. Toddlers learn how to 
progress in their self-feeding skills and pre-school children follow routines to use 
the toilet and wash their hands before enjoying a healthy snack. This helps 
children to develop essential life skills and independence in their self-care.   

n Parents say staff are approachable and that their children feel safe and secure 
on the nursery. They state the nursery promotes respect and celebrates 
diversity. Parents also appreciate the communication they receive from the 
nursery which helps them to understand how well their children are developing. 

n Staff have established effective relationships with outside agencies. They provide 
support to children with special education needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to 
ensure that they make progress in their learning and development. For instance, 
where professionals set specific targets for children, staff closely match activities 
to these to ensure that children are given the opportunities they need to 
succeed.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the sequencing of the literacy curriculum to raise the quality of education 
to an even higher level 

n consider ways to support younger children's language and communication skills 
even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2737109

Local authority Newcastle upon Tyne

Inspection number 10325703

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0191 285 5020

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Kenton Park registered in 2023 and is located in the Kenton Park area 
of Newcastle upon Tyne. The nursery employs 17 members of childcare staff, 12 of 
whom hold a relevant early years qualification at level 3 or above. It is open all 
year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dani Taylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector spoke with managers about the leadership and management of 

the nursery, including the provision for children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the deputy manager. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.  
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Kids Planet Kenton Park
13 February 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

