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Inspection date: 14 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff support all children's emerging communication and language skills. For 
instance, they get down to engage at the children's level so they feel listened to. 
This encourages children to actively take part in conversations and talk about what 
is important to them. Staff foster children's love of books. For example, they often 
sit with children on a one-to-one basis to share a favourite story. Staff ask 
questions to prompt children to identify familiar characters and share their own 
ideas. They introduce more complex words to extend children's vocabulary. For 
instance, staff respond to children's excitement when they spot a worm and tell 
them it is 'slithering'.

Staff plan the safe and stimulating outdoor play space to provide children with 
plenty of opportunities to be active and curious. Children wear wetsuits and 
'wellies' to enable them to comfortably play outside in all weathers. Staff allow 
children to freely explore the properties of natural materials, such as sand and 
mud, with all their senses. They closely supervise but stand back to enable children 
to challenge themselves as they climb and balance. This supports children to make 
progress as they develop their physical skills according to their own capabilities. 
Staff sensitively support children to recognise how their behaviour affects others. 
As a result, children show empathy and kindly share and take turns.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has put in place an effective programme of support for staff's well-
being. This includes regular supervisions and providing them with sufficient time 
to complete paperwork and access training. 

n Staff participate in professional development opportunities that have positively 
benefited children's learning and development. For example, following a session 
regarding behaviour management they created a well-equipped 'calm zone' to 
provide a safe space for children who may be struggling with their emotions. 

n The key person gathers information from parents at the start so they are fully 
aware of children's existing skills and knowledge. They carry out their own 
observations to gain a deeper understanding of how to support children's 
ongoing development. However, at times, staff do not consistently provide 
challenge or focus their interactions to effectively build on what children already 
know and can do.  

n Staff promote children's independence when, for example, children persevere in 
putting on their own coats. Staff patiently offer them different techniques and 
encouragement. However, on occasions, they do not consistently role model and 
encourage children to put things away to keep the setting safe and tidy and help 
them learn to respect the toys and their environment. 

n Staff implement a broad curriculum that focuses on addressing the possible 
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impact of COVID-19 on children's learning and development. For instance, they 
place baskets with clipboards, notebooks and writing equipment around the 
setting. They have noticed that children are becoming more competent mark 
makers.

n Staff skilfully plan enjoyable activities that help them assess what children have 
learned and remembered. For example, after pancake day they introduced 
packets and props into the role-play area to represent the ingredients children 
used to make pancakes. Children use meaningful mathematical language when 
they enthusiastically discuss measurements and quantities while they recall their 
experiences.

n Staff understand that children need to acquire certain skills in order to make 
progress. For instance, they are aware of the importance of children developing 
the strength in their upper body before they master the smaller muscle 
movements needed for early writing. Therefore, children delight in activities such 
as using large paintbrushes to paint the outdoor wall with water.   

n Staff support children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 
extremely well. They work very closely with other professionals to implement 
consistent strategies that help all children to make progress. Key persons 
contribute their ideas about how to use additional funding to provide resources 
that effectively meet children's unique needs. 

n The team has forged strong partnerships with other settings and schools. They 
share relevant information about children's learning and development. Staff 
arrange visits to schools children are due to attend and welcome visiting 
teachers. This helps to smooth transitions. 

n Parents say staff are 'amazing' and that their children have made progress. They 
feel well informed and appreciate that staff work effectively with other agencies 
to benefit their children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to enhance their existing good practice to fully challenge children 
during activities, to help consistently build on what children already know and 
can do

n work with the staff team to provide consistent messages, so that children are 
more involved in keeping the environment tidy and safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY310444

Local authority Southend-on-Sea

Inspection number 10308179

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person
Eastwood Community Playgroup Association 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519093

Telephone number 01702420011

Date of previous inspection 23 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Eastwood Community Pre-School and Nursery registered in 2005. It is one of three 
settings run by Eastwood Community Playgroup Association. The nursery employs 
11 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager and provider. The nursery 
operates Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 5pm, all year round. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Sapler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The provider, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff, parents and carers at appropriate times during the 

inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 

activity. 
n The provider discussed how they demonstrate the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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