
Inspection of The Lanes Day Nursery
155 High Lane Central, West Hallam, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 6HU

Inspection date: 9 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly in this nursery. They separate easily from their parents. This 
is because they have developed secure relationships with staff. Carefully planned 
activities are set out for them on arrival. Young children enjoy splatting the paint. 
They use dinosaurs to make footprints as staff encourage them to say simple 
words. Balls are rolled to them through the paint to make marks. Children show joy 
as they squeal with excitement. This helps to develop their speech and 
coordination. Older children develop their small-muscle skills. Staff teach them how 
to squeeze pipettes to fill them with water and help them mix and make their own 
play dough. Staff encourage children to make choices. Children follow their 
interests as staff support them to learn. This helps children develop confidence.

Children learn to behave well. When children make behavioural mistakes, staff 
teach them what they expect. Staff help children to learn how their actions affect 
others. Children learn to understand and regulate their emotions. This helps 
children to develop empathy and kindness. Children enjoy exploring the world 
around them, both indoors and outdoors. Staff encourage children to ask questions 
to find out more information. Staff skilfully listen to children. They support 
children's understanding and teach them information meaningful to their play. This 
helps children make connections and progress in their learning. Children learn to 
make healthy food choices. Staff teach children to slice fruit safely as they help to 
prepare snacks. They support children to serve their own meals and to try new 
foods. Children are encouraged to wash their hands to remove the germs before 
eating. This helps children learn to be independent. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have a good knowledge and understanding of how children learn to speak. 
Young children are encouraged to make sounds. Staff copy the noises they make 
and use gestures to teach children how to communicate. Staff teach older 
children how to extend what they say. They teach children new vocabulary. This 
helps children to progress quickly in their communication skills. For example, 
children playing with aeroplanes listen to the staff. They teach children about 
'airports,' 'passengers' and 'luggage'. Children work with staff to use their 
imagination to role play going on holiday.  

n Staff teach children Maths. When staff have a clear understanding of what they 
want children to learn, children make rapid progress. For example, children 
enjoy exploring owls with numbers on them. Staff teach children to sequence 
the different numerals. They show them how to combine numbers to make 
higher digits, and children learn how to total the numbers. During this activity, 
children show high levels of fascination and focus. However, when staff are not 
clear on what each child needs to learn or try to teach too much at once, 
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children lose concentration. 
n Staff support children's physical development. Young children are encouraged to 

move and explore the world around them as they learn to walk. Older children 
learn to balance, climb and aim at targets when playing in the soft play area. 
Staff help them develop more intricate skills. Children learn to cut with scissors, 
spread glue and add sticky tape when making pictures from paper. They are 
confident when approaching these challenges and know to ask for help, should 
they need it.

n Managers reflect on ways to improve the nursery and consider the impact these 
have on children. They work hard to inform the parents about what children 
have been learning. The managers consider the curriculum and what children 
are learning. They help staff plan support for children to ensure children are 
prepared for the next stages of learning and school. However, the teaching 
around how to use technology safely is not yet fully embedded into the 
curriculum. This means staff are not always clear on how to support children to 
learn about this topic.  

n Parents speak fondly of the nursery. They praise the staff for the support 
children receive to develop emotionally and make friends. Parents are aware of 
how to locate nursery information linked to helping their children's learning at 
home. Parents state they feel confident to speak to staff if there is a problem 
and know who their child's key person is.

n Children with additional needs are supported well by all staff. The staff and 
managers work well with outside agencies to support children's progress. For 
example, they lease with physiotherapists and speech and language teams. This 
joined-up work ensures children make progress quickly from their starting 
points. Staff adapt activities to include all children and spend time teaching 
children about similarities and differences. This helps children understand the 
wider world and the people in it.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further develop staff understanding about what they want children to learn 
during activities to help children stay focussed and learn more

n explore more ways of teaching children how to use technology safely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 206270

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10312105

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person The Lanes Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535459

Telephone number 0115 944 0810

Date of previous inspection 20 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Lanes Day Nursery registered in 1994. It is based in Ilkestone, Derbyshire. The 
nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 2 and 3. The manager holds level 3. The nursery 
opens from 7.45am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for the 
week between Christmas and New Year and on bank holidays. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Edwards

Inspection report: The Lanes Day Nursery
9 February 2024 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The managers and the inspector discussed how the curriculum supports 
children's learning.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with the staff, the children and the parents during the 
inspection.

n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an 
activity together.

n The inspector held discussions with the managers. 
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documentation, including the suitability of 

staff and first aid qualifications.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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