
Inspection of Humpty Dumpty Day 
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Inspection date: 7 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed into the nursery by staff who know them well. They 
form positive relationships, and staff are attentive to meeting children's personal 
needs. Staff offer children a cuddle if they feel sad and are always on hand to give 
support when children need it. Staff offer reassurance to children who are new to 
the nursery. They know children extremely well and demonstrate a strong 
understanding of their likes and dislikes. They purposefully put out the resources 
that they know children will enjoy, to help them to settle quickly. 

Staff provide children with a rich and varied curriculum. Children enjoy exploring a 
range of interesting activities that are planned to support their individual learning 
needs. As a result, all children, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND), are motivated and keen to try new experiences. For 
example, younger children enthusiastically explore the sensory room. They show 
high levels of interest as they look at bubbles in tubes and react to pictures of bugs 
that are projected onto the wall. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The success of the nursery is due to the drive and dedication of an experienced 
leadership and management team. The team continuously evaluates staff's 
professional development and utilises staff's skills effectively to help to 
strengthen practice across the nursery. Leaders and managers encourage staff 
to continually reflect on their practice and work together to facilitate change that 
will enhance the already good outcomes for children.  

n Leaders and managers monitor staff and role model good practice. Where 
weaknesses in staff practice are identified, they are acted on appropriately and 
swiftly to promote team working and create a solid, happy workforce. Staff well-
being is of high priority. Additional initiatives, such as well-being champions and 
kindness ambassadors, further support staff and help them to feel valued.  

n Managers understand the curriculum and have high expectations for what they 
want children to learn at each stage of their development. However, although 
staff understand the intent for activities, they do not consistently implement this 
into practice to ensure that all children gain the very best from their learning. 
For example, staff in the baby room carry children who are learning to walk. 
Younger children's activities are sometimes too prescriptive and do not provide 
opportunities for children to develop their own ideas. 

n All children benefit from forest school sessions in the garden. The forest school 
leader is inspiring. He motivates and enthuses children to join in with activities 
and learn through outdoor experiences. Children enthusiastically join in singing a 
'welcome to forest school' song and bang their sticks as they sing. They eagerly 
hunt for treasure pots that are hidden around the garden and hold a list of 
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objects for them to find. They rush excitedly to collect the items and are proud 
to share when they achieve their goal. 

n Children enjoy mark making, and older children are able to write letters. Staff 
specifically select resources, such as large chalks, to support younger children at 
this stage of their development. Staff encourage children to 'have a go' and 
demonstrate what marks they might make. They guide children's hands to show 
them how much pressure is needed to make marks. Staff introduce songs that 
link to the marks children make. For example, they sing 'round and round the 
garden' as they model making a circle.

n Children with SEND receive high levels of support. The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENCo) is knowledgeable and passionate about her role. She 
researches new initiatives to support children with SEND and shares these with 
staff to enhance practice even further. Staff work closely with other professionals 
and outside agencies, including charities, to ensure children receive the support 
they need. 

n Children behave well. They are beginning to understand boundaries and show 
empathy towards their peers. For example, children cuddle their friends when 
they are upset. Staff help children to express their emotions. They talk about 
what makes them feel happy or sad and make sounds that represent how they 
feel. They stamp their feet and blow kisses to show they are happy, and they 
practise breathing deeply to help them feel calm. Staff have introduced areas 
where children can sit quietly and reflect, should they wish to do so. 

n Parents speak highly of the support and care their children receive. Staff share 
information with parents so they are aware of their child's individual stage of 
development and how they can continue to support their child's learning at 
home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to recognise how to implement the targeted learning intentions into 
activities more precisely, to help children make even better progress in their 
learning and development.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY434118

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection number 10327483

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 210

Number of children on roll 216

Name of registered person Humpty Dumpty Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910038

Telephone number 01543416002

Date of previous inspection 23 June 2022

Information about this early years setting

Humpty Dumpty Day Nursery and Pre-School - Lichfield registered in 2012. The 
nursery is located in Lichfield. The nursery employs 72 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, 52 hold relevant early years qualifications between level 2 and level 6, 
including six who hold qualified teacher status and two who hold level 6 
qualifications. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, all year 
round, except for one week at Christmas and bank holidays. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Rebecca Johnson
Mikaela Stallard
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Inspection activities

n The inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspectors viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager, the senior lead and the inspectors completed learning walks 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspectors carried out joint observations of group activities with the 
manager and the SENCo.

n The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account 
of their views.

n The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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