
Inspection of The Butterfly Patch, 
Lower Morden
Lower Morden Lane, Morden, Surrey SM4 4SF

Inspection date: 6 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive eager to start their day. All ages of children thoroughly enjoy forest 
school sessions. Staff have recently adapted their 'spare eye' policy for forest 
school outings. They are now supernumerary and observe activities to help to keep 
children safe. They are quick to shield children when dogs come over, and they 
undertake regular head counts to ensure all children are present.

Toddlers excitedly roll on the floor pretending to be worms. Staff roll with them, 
using descriptive words, such as 'wiggle', 'stretch' and 'scrunch'. This helps the 
children to learn new words. They learn about worm casts and how they are made, 
extending their knowledge of the wider world around them. Children work together 
to dig up worms and look at them to see how they move. Staff match children's 
excitement with the insects they find. This further builds on children's personal and 
social development.

Pre-school children practise their emerging literacy development while out at forest 
school. They work together to make chalk drawings on the paths. Children lie down 
and staff and their peers draw around each other. Staff use words such as go 
'along' your foot, then 'alongside' your leg and 'up' to your body. This helps to 
support children's emerging mathematical and language development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have worked hard to make changes to children's safety and have met 
the welfare requirement notice set at the previous inspection. All children now 
wear high-visibility hats so they can be seen by staff. New head count 
procedures are in place whereby staff double count children and record during 
forest school how many children are present. Staff are not allowed to carry out 
forest school sessions until they have completed a specialist induction. This all 
helps to keep children safe. 

n Leaders support staff's well-being well. They are alert to staff's mental well-
being, making sure they have time out to talk through any concerns. Mental 
health first aiders work with leaders to ensure the workload does not have an 
impact on staff. 

n During forest school activities, some quieter children miss out on staff's 
interactions, as the more confident children take staff's attention. 

n All staff teach children the importance of not picking the plants and berries. 
They use the mantra 'do not pick, do not lick'. Children are extremely careful 
when looking at plants, and they explained to the inspector that the small leaves 
are called 'buds'. Children expertly recall what they have been taught. 

n During some forest school sessions, staff do not always extend the activities 
beyond the actual learning intentions. They do not consistently pick up on 
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children's natural curiosity with regards to creativity. 
n All staff are consistent in their approach to behaviour management. They remind 

children when climbing trees to look out below to make sure they do not hurt 
their friends as they start to climb. Children behave well.  

n Babies enjoy their mini forest school sessions. They have their own scheduled 
area to learn and explore in. Babies take great delight in exploring the feel and 
texture of leaves. Staff support children's emerging language development using 
descriptive words to describe textures. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff are empathetic towards the individual needs of children. They understand 
how children feel when trying to settle and how it can be a difficult time for 
them. They re-evaluate the impact that staff who keep walking around has on 
children and change routines to help these children. This greatly helps children 
to build a strong bond with staff. 

n All ages of children are skilled in reminding staff if they need soap on their hands 
before they have their snack in forest school. Children talk through with the staff 
what they need in order to wash their hands. This embeds the skills they have 
been taught. 

n Staff are skilled at changing activities when they can see children are starting to 
wander during forest school. This helps to keep children's concentration, 
supporting their learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to identify the quieter children during large-group activities and to 
engage them further in activities

n work with staff when on forest school activities to support areas of learning 
outside of learning intentions to help extend creative development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2496778

Local authority Merton

Inspection number 10327880

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Childrens Day Care Company Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901104

Telephone number 03300432127 

Date of previous inspection 10 August 2021

Information about this early years setting

The Butterfly Patch, Lower Morden registered in 2019. It is open all year round 
from 7.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday. The nursery provides early funded 
education for children aged three and four years. There are 12 staff working with 
the children, including the manager. Of these, two are forest school leaders and 
one is working towards their qualification. A further eight staff have relevant early 
years qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Hurst
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises and forest school areas. 

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed the 
early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n Staff spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector held leadership meetings with the provider and the manager.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of the forest 

school session for older children. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and in 

the forest school, and assessed the impact this was having on children's 
learning.   

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed the evidence of 
the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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