
Inspection of Banana Moon Mere 
Green
340 Lichfield Road, Mere Green, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B74 4BH

Inspection date: 8 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are well motivated to learn. Staff make good use of daily routines, such as 
mealtimes, to help children to practise their skills. Babies progress on to drinking 
from unlidded cups and wash their own hands in readiness for the move to the 
toddler room. Pre-school children know about making healthy and unhealthy food 
choices and the benefits of some food groups. Staff encourage toddlers to manage 
the toileting routines for themselves. 

All children progress from their starting points, including children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Children show that they feel happy, 
relaxed and secure in the care of the staff, which ensures that all children are 
emotionally ready to learn.

Staff are positive role models and have high expectations for children's behaviour. 
In babies, staff have a consistent approach to teaching boundaries, and state 'no, 
thank you'. Children are very sociable and enjoy the company of their friends and 
adults. Babies sit next to each other as they smile and enjoy time together. 
Toddlers learn to share and take turns. They gather in small groups to play 
alongside their friends. Pre-school children enjoy using their imaginations as they 
develop storylines in their play, such as being tortoises or going on a journey. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, who is also the provider, is reflective and embraces ways she can 
help staff to continuously improve. She has clear action plans based on accurate 
self-evaluation. Currently, she is enhancing children's outdoor learning.

n The manager provides staff with good support, both professionally and on a 
personal level. Staff enjoy working at the nursery. They receive regular 
supervision, coaching and support to extend their teaching skills. Recent training 
has been focused on training for baby room staff and communication and 
language across the nursery.

n The provider's curriculum provision for babies and toddlers is well matched to 
children's stage of development and is progressive. This is reflected well in the 
learning environment and staff's teaching. However, the curriculum for the pre-
school children is not fully progressive to help them to build further on the 
knowledge and skills they have.

n Parents speak positively about the care their children receive and the kindness 
shown by staff. The key-person system ensures that parents receive regular 
updates about their child's development. However, staff working in the pre-
school room do not provide parents with comprehensive and regular dialogue 
about their child's development and ideas to support their learning at home.

n Staff use their observations and assessments of children to plan learning 
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experiences that children enjoy and reflect their interests. They are swift to 
identify where children need additional support and make timely referrals, so 
that children with SEND receive the help they need from outside professionals. 

n Overall, staff provide children with a wide range of open-ended resources that 
support their learning well. Babies make links with their experiences as they 
explore role play in the home corner. Toddlers mix ingredients together to make 
play dough. They know that adding more flour will make the mixture less sticky. 
Pre-school children enjoy playing group games.

n Staff provide children with clear language models that help them to develop 
good communication skills. For example, they offer babies a choice of objects 
and name these. Children across the nursery engage in songs and enjoy sharing 
books. Toddlers know what will happen next in the story.

n Children's health is well supported at the nursery. Children enjoy the nutritiously 
balanced, home-cooked meals and healthy snacks. Babies develop their feeding 
skills as they put cucumber and carrot sticks into various dips. Staff implement 
good hygiene throughout the daily routines to minimise the spread of germs. 
Pre-school children know about the benefits of some of the food groups.

n The manager and staff prioritise children's safety. They complete effective risk 
assessment and take swift action when they identify hazards. Staff involve 
children in the risk assessment, such as completing the garden checks together. 
The manager updates policies so these reflect current practice and keeps 
updated about local safeguarding concerns. The manager and staff have a 
secure understanding of signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk 
of harm. This includes concerns related to extreme views and practices. Staff 
supervise children closely at all times, including at mealtimes. They closely 
monitor numbers when children move around the nursery. The manager follows 
safe recruitment processes.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the curriculum for pre-school children, so this builds more precisely on the 
knowledge and skills they already have

n increase communication with parents of pre-school children, so they have a 
thorough account of their child's development and how they can support 
learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY447021

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10332275

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 119

Name of registered person Disc Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531630

Telephone number 0121 308 0338

Date of previous inspection 18 April 2023

Information about this early years setting

Banana Moon Mere Green registered in 2012. It is located in Sutton Coldfield, 
Birmingham. The nursery opens all year round from Monday to Friday, from 7.30am 
until 6.30pm. The nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 17 
staff hold appropriate early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 5. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Dyoss
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children interacted with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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