
Inspection of Brighter Beginnings 
Nursery
Fitton Hill Neighbourhood Centre, Fircroft Road, Oldham OL8 2QD

Inspection date: 23 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and well cared for. The compassionate staff warmly welcome 
children and their families into the well-resourced nursery. Staff are attentive to 
children's needs. They spend time getting to know each child. This supports the 
development of strong attachments between children and staff. These effective 
relationships help all children to feel that they belong to the caring nursery 
community. Children develop positive attitudes to their learning and behave well.

There have been improvements to the quality of care and education. Leaders have 
reflected on the areas for development raised at the last inspection. They have 
identified appropriate training for staff to help them develop their understanding of 
how young children learn. This means that the leaders' ambitious and appropriately 
sequenced curriculum is delivered effectively. All children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make consistent progress in 
their learning and development.

Leaders pay significant attention to gaining a deep understanding of the differing 
experiences that children bring with them when starting at the nursery. They use 
this knowledge to provide children with a wide range of rich and unique 
opportunities. This greatly impacts on children's understanding of the wider world 
beyond their daily experiences, and helps prepare them well for life in modern 
Britain. Furthermore, staff provide excellent support for children to help them 
develop their physical and mental health.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated nursery manager has welcomed the support of external agencies 
to help her raise the quality of the care and education. Leaders support staff to 
engage in reflective practice to help them make continuous improvements. The 
staff share the nursery vision and are committed to the work they do to help 
children have the best start in life.

n Staff provide learning opportunities that promote the intended aims, which 
include to raise children's communication and language skills. For instance, staff 
create enticing activities, such as playing imaginatively with sticks, bricks and 
hay, to encourage children to recall the events in the story of 'The Three Little 
Pigs'. Consequently, children learn new language and begin to use this in their 
own communication.

n Staff assess children's development by observing children frequently and 
considering their progress. This information is shared with leaders, along with 
parents and carers, to help ensure that no child gets left behind. However, staff 
do not always identify opportunities to take children's learning swiftly to the next 
level. Occasionally, children do not receive the support required to become 
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deeply engaged and extend their learning, to help them achieve as much as they 
can.

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) understands her role in 
supporting children with SEND. For example, the SENCo works alongside staff, 
parents and other professionals to ensure children's individual requirements are 
understood. Children with SEND make progress towards their individual targets.

n The curriculum for personal development is a particular strength. Leaders have 
meticulously considered the ways that they can help all children gain the 
essential knowledge they need for their futures. Staff provide a wealth of 
opportunities to help children pursue their own interests and to try new 
experiences. These meaningful opportunities deepen all children's learning about 
themselves, communities, and environments beyond their own. This enables all 
children to make excellent personal progress, and positively influences their 
future potential.

n Staff support children to understand the rules of the nursery that help to keep 
them safe. Leaders and staff talk to children about the need to 'dinosaur stomp' 
indoors rather than run. Some older children can tell others that they need to 
use 'indoor voices' and 'kind hands'. Children demonstrate their positive attitudes 
to their behaviour and learning when they copy adults' affirmations, saying, 'I 
am kind!' Children are beginning to develop a sense of right and wrong. 

n Leaders and staff place value on the development of parent partnerships. 
Parents feel involved in their child's education because staff invite them to 
attend sessions such as library time and parents evening. This helps parents to 
increasingly support children's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to further enhance their understanding of how to consistently 
extend children's learning so all children build on what they know and can do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496342

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10287511

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Brighter Beginnings Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904240

Telephone number 0161 624 0278

Date of previous inspection 29 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Brighter Beginnings Nursery registered in 2015. It is located in Fitton Hill in 
Oldham. The nursery employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, one 
member of staff holds an early years qualification at level 6 and five hold an early 
years qualification at level 3 and above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, 
during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lois Hulley
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The quality manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about what they like to do when they are at nursery.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how she supports children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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