
Inspection of The Montessori Pavilion
The Montessori Pavilion, Vine Road, London SW13 0NE

Inspection date: 31 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the nursery confidently and know the routine well. They greet staff 
and settle quickly. Long-standing staff meet children and parents warmly and use 
every opportunity to share information. Staff work hard to promote positive 
relationships and a feeling of openness and trust.

Children choose from a variety of activities designed to spark their interest and aid 
their development. Older children persevere and show dexterity when feeding play 
dough through a tube. They experiment with how much pressure to use and show 
delight in making 'a yummy chocolate caterpillar' when the play dough squidges 
out the end.

Staff choose to create books for each child showing their progress. Children and 
parents enjoy looking through the pictures and express pride. Staff know children 
well and demonstrate this through careful planning. They carefully monitor each 
child's progress. Staff ensure that they meet the needs of every individual child, 
including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

Children show deep concentration when problem solving. They meticulously build a 
tower using different shapes. Children show motivation to try again when the tower 
falls. They watch and learn from their peers as the tower is built, then try to 
reproduce this on their own later. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children show consistently high levels of respect for others. Staff model the 
behaviour they expect and regularly remind children of the rules in the pre-
school. Children use good manners and understand to put things away, ready for 
the next person. Staff support children to share and be aware of their peers. 

n Children learn independence, with a focus on school readiness. Staff support 
children to be confident with letters and numbers. Staff regularly teach children 
on a one-to-one basis, ensuring that each child builds on what they know and 
can do. Children enjoy the attention and are eager to do well.

n Staff encourage children to engage with familiar activities to help to improve to 
their skills. They sit alongside children and talk about what is happening. 
However, sometimes, staff ask questions and do not always give children time to 
answer. In addition, staff sometimes do not consistently introduce new language 
or repeat back words that children say unclearly.

n Managers make every effort to communicate with staff. Staff report good 
working relationships and feel happy and supported. They have weekly meetings 
to discuss children's progress and their ideas and practice. Staff have access to 
external training, which they share with other staff to the benefit all. However, 
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managers do not always deliver training to staff with a clear message, which can 
lead to gaps in staff's knowledge. 

n Staff communicate effectively with outside agencies and work well in partnership 
to provide a consistent approach for children, including those children with 
SEND. Staff, outside agencies and parents share strategies and work together to 
ensure the best outcomes for children.

n Most staff show a good understanding of how children learn. Staff know children 
well and describe each one with affection. They choose activities and resources 
with care and to reflect each child and their learning need. Staff demonstrate to 
children how to play and interact with each resource. Once children's play has 
finished, staff remind them where to put the resources. 

n Children enjoy access to a large green space and regular trips to the playground. 
Staff accompany children as they run, swing and balance. Children challenge 
themselves to climb higher, each time looking to staff for reassurance. Children 
show delight and increased confidence as they achieve their goals. Staff watch 
children carefully and congratulate them and give them praise. 

n Parents feel supported and receive clear guidance on their child's development. 
Parents report that communication is good, and they appreciate the feedback 
they receive at the end of each day. They are happy with the robust settling-in 
process and the approach to seeking information, such as their children's 
medical needs and allergies. Parents are confident that children are safe, happy 
and ready for the next step in their learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to help children with their language development further, such as 
by using high-quality questions to allow children more time to think and respond

n ensure that training for staff is clear and their understanding is checked.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511429

Local authority Richmond Upon Thames

Inspection number 10331624

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Dashwood, Georgina Helen

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904993

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 31 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

The Montessori Pavilion registered in 1992. It is situated in the London Borough of 
Richmond. The pre-school is open during school term time, from 9am to 12.30pm, 
Monday to Friday, with some extended sessions until 3pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, depending on demand. The provider receives funding 
to provide early education for children aged three and four years. There are seven 
childcare staff, of whom the provider and the manager are Montessori trained. The 
pre-school nursery follows the Montessori method of education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Zoe Duggan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of the education being provided across the 
pre-school, indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's 
learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity in the pre-school with 
the manager.

n Parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views.
n The manager showed the inspector some documents regarding the suitability of 

staff.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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