
Inspection of Manton Pre-School
Manton Village Hall, Preshute Lane, Manton, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 4HQ

Inspection date: 30 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and excited for their day at pre-school. Staff warmly welcome 
both children and parents. They get down to the children's level and ask them how 
they are and about their time with family over the weekend. They remember key 
information about each child and make them feel valued. Children enter the pre-
school with confidence, and parents leave knowing their children are well cared for.

Leaders create and deliver a broad curriculum that focuses on developing children's 
mathematics and physical skills. Staff identified that these skills need more focus 
following the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff use the 'theme' of colours, shapes and 
numbers to develop children's mathematical skills. They weave this throughout all 
the learning on offer. For example, children complete a variety of shape puzzles to 
develop their physical skills. Additionally, during morning registration, they count 
the number of children and add the number of girls and boys together with staff 
support. When the activity ends, children identify the colour and shape of their 
carpet spot they have been sitting on.

Children are safe and secure. They have excellent relationships with their friends 
and staff. Children draw pictures and excitedly seek staff to share their work. Staff 
praise children and ask them about their creation. They beam with pride at the 
praise and interest they receive from staff. Children play cooperatively together. At 
the doll's house, children work together to set up the resources. They listen to one 
another's ideas and use their own experiences to create a story using the figures.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff report high levels of well-being. They speak positively about the support 
they receive from the leader and committee. Staff have regular opportunities to 
discuss their professional development and attend training. Most recently, they 
have attended 'five to thrive' training. This gave staff a new way of thinking and 
ideas on how they can adapt their teaching for those children who need it. For 
example, staff consider children's backgrounds when they settle them into the 
pre-school. They use comforting language and talk to them about how they are 
feeling, to help children relax and enable them to engage in play. Leaders 
provide a happy, inclusive environment for all.

n Parents speak highly of the nurturing staff and how much their children love to 
attend. They have good communication with staff at the beginning and end of 
each session. However, although staff complete assessments on children and 
what they are learning, these are not always discussed with parents to help 
them understand their children's development and how they can progress their 
children's learning at home. 

n Staff provide good support for children with special educational needs and/or 
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disabilities. Key persons use their assessment process to identify any gaps in 
learning and put strategies in place to help close these. Staff seek support from 
outside agencies and make referrals where needed. Children make good 
progress from their starting points.

n Staff foster children's love of books. At group story time, children excitedly 
choose books for staff to read to them. Most children listen with intent and are 
keen to answer questions about the story and feel the textures in the book. 
However, staff do not remind children of expectations for group time before it 
begins. At times, children get up, become loud and play with other items, which 
causes distraction for those who are attempting to listen. Staff do not 
successfully re-engage these children, nor do they remind them of how to 
behave or explain the impact that their actions can have on others.

n Staff provide children with good-quality interactions. They engage in meaningful 
conversations with children and listen to them respectfully. Staff sit alongside 
children; they role model play and introduce new vocabulary like 'coral' and 
'clownfish' when they explore sea animals. However, staff do not use every 
opportunity to challenge the most able children further. At times, these children 
become bored; they disengage from learning, and some leave the activity, as 
they lack challenge.

n Leaders have identified the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the children. 
With their current cohort of children, they recognise that some children require 
more practise in building their small-muscle skills. Staff provide children with 
various opportunities to practise and develop these skills at pre-school. Children 
manipulate play dough with their hands and resources on offer to strengthen the 
small muscles in their hands for early writing. Other children cut shapes with 
scissors, supported by adults close by who model how to perform the activity, if 
necessary.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnerships with parents to ensure they are aware of what their 
children are learning at pre-school, the progress they are making and how they 
can support them with home learning

n implement effective strategies to support children's behaviour, remind them of 
the expectations and teach them of the impact that their actions may have on 
others
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n support staff to use every opportunity to consistently provide the most able 
children with further challenge, to extend learning and build on what they 
already know and can do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 146030

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10308023

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 13

Name of registered person Manton Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520545

Telephone number 07776 006000

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Manton Pre-School registered in 1970. It is situated in Manton, near Marlborough, 
in Wiltshire. The pre-school is open four days a week, during term time. Sessions 
run from 9am to 12.30pm on Mondays and Wednesdays and from 9am to 3pm on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The pre-school employs two members of staff. One has a 
relevant childcare qualification at level 3 and one at level 2. The pre-school receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah-Louise Clements
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The leader and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the leader.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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