
 

School report 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of Selhurst Nursery School 
and Children’s Centre 
23 Dagnall Park, South Norwood, London SE25 5PL 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 24 and 25 January 2024 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Good 

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement  

   



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Selhurst Nursery School and Children's Centre 

24 and 25 January 2024 2 
 

 

 
What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Selhurst Nursery is a special place for children to learn, play and grow. They flourish 
due to the standard of education and care that they receive. School leaders are 
ambitious for their community and have high expectations of what children can 
achieve. The school is committed to inclusion. Children, including those with a wide 
range of special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), achieve highly. 
 
Children are safe and happy. They cannot wait to come into the nursery school 
every day with smiles on their faces. They settle quickly and are fully involved in 
exciting learning experiences from the moment they arrive. Music and rhymes are 
heard being sung throughout the day. Staff set a high standard for behaviour, which 
all children follow. They behave well and know that they should treat each other 
with kindness and respect. 
 
Children relish the many exciting opportunities offered. For example, they learn 
about nature and the environment through the on-site forest school. Children love to 
find and count the many animals, toys and living creatures in the ‘Panda Wood’.  
 
Parents and carers are overwhelmingly positive about the school and say that their 
children thrive. They receive regular and useful information about their children’s 
learning and appreciate the stay-and-play sessions. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The acting executive headteacher and senior leaders are highly ambitious. They lead 
the school extremely well and have implemented many improvements to the 
curriculum since the previous inspection. The passion and motivation shown by 
leaders and staff for giving every child an exciting education are evident.  
 
The curriculum in most areas of learning has been designed to ensure that children 
develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to be well prepared for 
the next stage of their education. For example, communication and language 
underpin the whole curriculum. Stories, rhymes and songs form a central part of 
this. One can hear music all day long from the children. Leaders have skilfully 
chosen core books and rhymes to develop children’s early reading and language 
skills. Similarly, in mathematics, children learn and practise counting and recognising 
the numbers one to three throughout the day, including when they are lining up, 
counting fruit or shapes, or playing games outside. 
 
Staff make sure that all children, including those with SEND, make strong progress 
through the curriculum. Provision for these children is in many ways exceptional. 
Children’s additional needs are identified quickly upon arrival, and they receive the 
right support to help them access the full curriculum. This ensures that children are 
well prepared to move on to primary school. 
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Some aspects of the curriculum are at an earlier stage of design and 
implementation. These refinements need further time to be fully embedded and 
impact on children’s learning. Leaders have appropriate plans in place to ensure 
their ambitions in these areas are fully realised.  
 
Adults’ focus on children’s physical, personal, social and emotional development is 
excellent. Two-year-old children have stimulating experiences both indoors and 
outdoors. The curriculum, and an extensive range of equipment, helps all children to 
strengthen their bodies and learn important skills such as balancing.  
 
Staff support for children’s wider personal development is exceptional. For example, 
children take part in sessions with the local performing arts school and learn dance 
and movement skills from a disabled-led dance group. Oral health workshops are 
provided by King’s College London using puppet shows. All children at the nursery 
school go on annual visits to places such as the Horniman Museum and Gardens. 
Staff are vigilant to children’s attendance. This ensures that children and their 
families develop positive attitudes to attending school each day and on time.  
 
Staff morale is high. They value leaders’ consideration and the time they are given 
to discuss their workload, well-being and opportunities for further professional 
development. For example, leaders have introduced new ways of sharing and 
tracking the progress that children are making. Staff feel this is a more efficient 
process and allows them more time to be with and talk to the children. This is also 
popular with parents and carers, who feel they are kept well informed.  
 
Governors are highly committed and provide effective challenge and support for 
leaders. For example, governors ask leaders thoughtful questions about how to 
maintain and improve even further the quality of education for children that leaders 
and staff provide. The local authority also provides accurate and useful oversight for 
the work of school leaders. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Some aspects of the curriculum, including mathematics, are more recent in their 

development. In these areas, staff need further support to ensure the curriculum 
is implemented consistently to match the ambition of what has been designed. 
The school should continue to provide high-quality training to embed the early 
years curriculum to make sure that all children reach the ambitious goals that 
have been set. 
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any 
point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).    
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 131724 

Local authority Croydon 

Inspection number 10293259 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 53 

Appropriate authority The governing board 

Chair of governing body  Michelle McCann 

Headteacher Daniel Bissex (Acting Executive 
Headteacher) 
Sian Philpotts (Head of Nursery School) 

Website https://www.crosfieldandselhurstnursery.
co.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 20 May 2021, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is federated with Crosfield Nursery and Children’s Centre. The schools 

share an acting executive headteacher and a governing board. 

 The Children’s Centre is subject to separate inspection arrangements. 

 The school offers a range of full-time and part-time places for two-, three- and 
four-year-olds. 

 The school has breakfast-club provision on site. 

 The school does not use any alternative provision. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
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 Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s 
education provision. 

 Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met with the acting executive headteacher, head of school, special 
educational needs coordinator and other school leaders. They held discussions 
with members of the governing board, including the chair of governors. They also 
spoke with a representative of the local authority. 

 The inspectors carried out deep dives in these areas of learning: communication 
and language (including early reading), personal, social and emotional 
development, physical development, and mathematics. For each deep dive, 
inspectors discussed the curriculum with leaders, spoke to members of staff, 
visited sessions, and looked at documentation. 

 Inspectors considered other areas of the curriculum. 

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of school leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first. 

 The inspectors met with parents at the start of the school day and considered the 
views of parents and staff, including through their responses to Ofsted’s surveys. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Sean Flood, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Jamie Hallums Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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