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Inspection date: 1 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

There is an extremely strong community feel to the pre-school, where staff 
completely include all those involved in children's lives. Staff fully embrace the 
ethos of ensuring that children are happy and secure and that they are 'developing 
little minds to think big'. There is a planned purpose for each and every activity, 
resource and piece of equipment. There is exceptionally clear thought on how 
these are placed within the environment to ensure that this is effective in 
supporting learning while enhancing and extending development. Children remain 
completely engaged in learning throughout the sessions. For example, young 
children become fully engrossed in baking activities. They take turns to measure 
out their ingredients. Children learn about weighing out the ingredients and also 
about foods that are a treat and those that are good for them. 

Children have an excellent awareness of others and the impact of their behaviours 
on others. They understand that sharing with their friends is kind. For example, 
they make sure that everyone has some play dough to use, and they share without 
question. Children have exceptional small-muscle skills. For instance, they peel 
carrots to eat at snack time and cut the apricots when making flapjacks. Children 
learn how to use knives safely under direct supervision from staff. Staff ask children 
to recall how to keep themselves and others safe while doing so, challenging their 
thinking even further. Children learn about their mental health and well-being from 
a young age. For example, they immerse themselves in 'mindful moments'. They 
take time with staff to learn breathing techniques, to listen to nature, and to be 
completely present in the moment. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Planning for the effective delivery of a highly effective and ambitious teaching 
and learning programme is exceptional. Leaders support the team to use an 
exceptionally successful system for observing children's development. They use 
the information they gather about the whole child to devise and plan for what 
they need to learn next. 

n Staff adopt a fully cohesive approach to team working. They seamlessly and 
effortlessly weave the intentions for what children need to learn into every 
interaction with them. Staff are highly skilled practitioners who have a genuine 
passion for providing outstanding care and education.

n The manager has an excellent working knowledge of how to observe and assess 
staff's practice. The manager and staff complete regular observations of each 
other's practice. This helps them to make highly effective changes to enable 
children to gain the most in learning from the wealth of experiences provided.

n Leaders and staff use funding to great effect to enhance individual children's 
learning. The committee aids this further, such as by fundraising for external 
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organisations to visit the setting to provide even greater experiences for 
children. This helps children access exceptional levels of learning across an 
excellent range of experiences. 

n Children thrive in the outdoor area and the forest school. They search for insects 
and tick them off their list of ones to find. Children relish the sensory experience 
of exploring the muddy puddles and delight in sharing their favourite thing from 
their session. Children take turns holding the 'talking spoon' to share this 
information and show great respect as they listen and very patiently wait their 
turn. 

n Staff receive training in sign language and use this throughout their interactions 
with children, making sure that they demonstrate effectively. Children then use 
this freely in their play to help communicate their thoughts and feelings. For 
example, when looking at the emotions board, they make the sign for feeling 
sad. This supports children to communicate at an early age and to voice their 
options. 

n Staff work in complete partnership with parents, ensuring that they meet 
children's ever-changing care and learning needs. Parents comment that they 
can see the impact of teaching on their children's learning and how this supports 
them to make excellent developmental progress.

n Leaders support staff exceptionally well to ensure they receive the support and 
time they need to be completely effective in their roles. They report that leaders 
and the whole team work cooperatively to ensure that they are providing the 
best possible service. Staff undertake specific training in relation to their 
professionalism, which further enhances their skills and knowledge. 

n There is exceptional support for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Staff with responsibility for supporting parents and staff in 
the care of children with SEND have high levels of training and experience. They 
work with the team, parents, and other professionals to ensure early 
identification of gaps in children's learning. This enables them to target early 
support in order to close the gaps and seek additional training, funding, and 
referrals swiftly.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY498719

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10312350

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Rainbow's End Pre-School C.I.O

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900922

Telephone number 01483808488

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rainbows End Pre School was established in 1992 and re-registered in 2016. It is 
situated in the village hall, in Ewhurst, Surrey. The pre-school is a committee-run 
group. It receives funding to provide free early education for children aged three 
and four years. The pre-school employs 11 members of staff. Of these, seven staff 
hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and one holds qualified 
teacher status. The pre-school is open every weekday, during term time. On 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday it is open from 9.15am until 2.45pm, and on 
Wednesday and Friday it is open from 9.15am until 12.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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