
Inspection of Bideford Baptist Pre-
school
Baptist Centre, Mill Street, BIDEFORD, Devon EX39 2JR

Inspection date: 8 February 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are well cared for in this friendly pre-school. They arrive happily and are 
warmly welcomed by staff. Staff know children and their families very well. They 
plan activities designed to help children move on to the next stage in their 
development. Leaders ensure children learn about a wide range of interesting 
topics, such as Chinese New Year. They regularly monitor the progress children 
make and adjust the curriculum where necessary.

Children become immersed in their play. Younger children focus as they create 
paintings in the outdoor area. They experiment with different colours and 
movements as they learn to effectively use paint brushes. Older children 
concentrate as they create their own pretend meals in the toy kitchen. They 
carefully scoop vegetables, using spoons, into bowls and put their creations in an 
imaginary oven. Staff offer praise and encouragement as children play. Children 
demonstrate high levels of esteem and play well alongside their friends.

Children learn to keep healthy. They find out about the importance of oral hygiene 
and excitedly brush their teeth after lunch. Staff promote physical development 
well. Children show delight as they learn to hit shuttlecocks high in the air using 
badminton racquets. They learn to wait patiently for their turn on the bikes and 
then practise pedalling around the outdoor area. Behaviour is good.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a clear vision for the curriculum. They ensure that children access 
rich and varied experiences. Staff effectively work together to plan activities on 
what children already know and what they need to know next. They identify 
common gaps in children's knowledge and design a curriculum which addresses 
these areas first. 

n Staff prioritise communication and language development. They create a 
language-rich environment with plenty of opportunities for songs and stories 
throughout the day. They develop children's speech as part of targeted groups. 
Children are keen to share their ideas with staff and visitors. However, staff do 
not always provide younger children and those who have limited speech with 
additional strategies to help them to communicate. 

n Mathematical development is good. Staff frequently introduce mathematical 
language and concepts as they play with children. They include counting and 
number recognition as part of daily routines, such as counting the fruit at snack 
time. Children demonstrate their knowledge in their independent play. For 
instance, they talk about the shapes they are drawing as they pretend to be 
opticians.

n Staff put in place effective routines to encourage children to become more 
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independent over time. For example, children learn to carefully pour milk into 
their cups and tidy away their plates at mealtimes. They demonstrate increasing 
independence in washing their hands and putting on their coats. Staff have high 
expectations of what children can do on their own. 

n There is an effective key-person system. Children seek out comfort and support 
from trusted adults. Staff are kind and caring, and are positive role models to 
children. They recognise that some children struggle at regulating their 
behaviour. However, staff do not always intervene as quickly as they could to 
encourage children to stay on task during group times. 

n Staff confidently identify children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). The special educational needs coordinator (SENDCo) is 
knowledgeable and works well with other agencies to provide support for 
children, including the local Nursery Plus team. The SENDCo works alongside 
parents and teachers to provide children with SEND effective transitions to 
school. Children with SEND are well supported.

n Leaders support staff well. There are effective systems of supervision and 
support of staff. Leaders provide staff with regular opportunities to update their 
skills and knowledge. Staff confidently discuss how training has improved their 
practice, such as through supporting children with additional needs. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff use a variety of methods to keep 
parents well informed of the progress their children make, including through 
informal daily discussions and termly meetings. They ensure that important 
information from parents is acted on quickly, such as ensuring changes to 
children's medical needs are understood by all staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement additional strategies to help younger children and those who have 
limited speech to communicate their needs to staff

n target support more effectively to encourage children to stay focused during 
group learning times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 106298

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10317378

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Bideford Baptist Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517787

Telephone number 01237471893

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bideford Baptist Pre-school registered in 1982 and is located in the centre of 
Bideford, Devon. The pre-school is open Monday to Thursday, from 8am to 4pm, 
and Friday from 8am to 1pm, term time only. It receives funding to provide free 
early education for children aged two-, three- and four-years-old. There are 14 
members of staff, all of whom hold a relevant qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Edge
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The SENDCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The manager showed the inspector a sample of key documentation, including 

evidence to demonstrate the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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